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IMPORTANCE  OF ....  

The Gemara (Taanis 16a) lists the following attributes to be 
sought in a Shliach Tzibur for fast-day Tefilos: He should 1) have 
small children but no money; 2) work in the field but his house is 
empty; 3) have had a respectable youth; 4) be humble; 5) be 
acceptable to the Tzibur; 6) have a sweet and pleasant voice; 7) be 
expert in Tanach, Midrash & Halachos; and 8) be fluent in the 
Tefilos. The Gemara asks: isn’t “no money” the same as “house is 
empty” ? The Gemara answers that “house is empty” means that 
his house is empty of sin, which the Rambam (Taanios 4:4) 
understands to mean that the members of his household are not 
sinners. The Gevuras Ari asks, does it make sense for the Gemara 
to first insist on the integrity of the members of the Shliach 
Tzibur’s household, and then to require that the Shliach Tzibur 
himself have a good reputation ? The Afarkasta D’Anya (2:10) 
cites the Gemara (Succah 56b) which describes how the Mishmar 
of Bilga was penalized after Bilga’s daughter Miriam married a 
Greek and made heretical statements about the Avodah. Abaye 
said that penalizing the whole Mishmar was justified, because she 
was only repeating what she heard from her parents. As such, it 
would be instructive to check the integrity of a Shliach Tzibur’s 
children first, in order to know what the father is like presently, 
before investigating his younger days. The Be’er Heitev (53:6) 
quotes MaHaram Mintz who says that the Shliach Tzibur’s 
clothing must be completely clean without a stain. The Navi says 
that Yehoshua Kohen Gadol’s clothing were filthy because his 
sons had married women inappropriate to the Kehunah. The 
Posuk: uh,ubcu uhbc xgfn .tbhu ‘s trhu is a Remez to rejection based 
on sinful children. Although ideally one should not select a 
Shliach Tzibur with such children, still, if he has been in place for 
several years and is otherwise suitable, if his children have now 
strayed k”jr, he need not be dismissed.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one should not praise another because praise will lead to others 
denigrating him, how can one praise a Gadol B’Torah ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When may one say Leshon Hora about Baalei Machlokes ?)  
One may say Leshon HoRa about Baalei Machlokes if limited to 
the subject of their Machlokes, and if it is intended to quell the 
Machlokes, but not to simply disparage them. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
During Viduy, if one thinks of a specific sin that he/she 
committed, it is proper to mention it, placing it in the proper spot 
in ubnat or tyj kg according to its Aleph-Beis letter, since the 
Viduy is said quietly. If the sin is widely known, he may say it out 
loud if he wishes to.  If one weeps (as one should) one should 
apply the tears to one’s forehead. (Mateh Ephraim 607:8)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Yuma 87a) states that R' Zeira would constantly 
walk past a person who had offended him, giving the offender a 
chance to ask for vkhjn. Rav had been hurt by a certain butcher 
and when Erev Yom Kippur had arrived without the butcher 
appearing to ask for vkhjn, Rav went to him. The butcher chased 
Rav away and as a result, immediately died. R' Yitzchok Blazer  
(rut hcfuf 5:3) explains that the source of this ,ushxj ,shn on the 
part of Rav and R' Zeira was to emulate Hashem who makes 
Himself (kufhcf) available to us for the same purpose during 
vcua, hnh ,rag. However, if Rav wished to truly benefit the 
butcher, why could he not simply be kjun him from a distance ? 
The Rambam (vcua, 1:1) states that Viduy on sins against 
Hashem must include the words: hagnc h,aucu h,njb - I have 
reconsidered and am ashamed of my deeds. Since vauc is thus an 
integral and necessary element of Viduy (i.e. Teshuvah), it would 
not have been sufficient for Rav to be kjun from a distance. The 
butcher had to embarrass himself by asking Rav for vkhjn. 
Conversely, the Magen Avraham (j"ut 606:1) notes that when one 
asks for vkhjn, one must list in detail what offenses were 
committed, unless doing so will embarrass the offended. R' 
Yisroel Salanter adds that if the offended person will suffer pain 
upon hearing of the offense, one should also not tell him. How 
then is the offender to perform Teshuvah and obtain a vrpf if he 
may not embarrass himself but must remain silent ? The MaHarit 
(j"ut 2:8) was presented with a man all thought to be righteous, 
but who in reality had engaged in the three cardinal aveiros, each 
for a full year. He was now looking for guidance in doing 
Teshuvah. In prescribing a course for him, the MaHarit ruled that 
he must publicize those sins that affected others adversely (e.g. 
murder) but may not disclose any details of adultery which would 
only be zgk thmun on the families involved. Thus, as long as he 
was embarrassed by some disclosure, his Teshuvah could still 
apply across the board.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  

vguah

P.S. Shabbos Shuvah Derashos: Women 4:00; Men 5:00  


