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IMPORTANCE  OF ....  
The Mishna (Kidushin 80b) states that the laws of Yichud extend 
to forbid a man from secluding himself with 2 women. The 
Gemara asks: Why ? and replies with a Svara that the presence of 
a second woman will not inhibit the first from sinning. [Rashi 
(ibid 82a) allows one to seclude with 3 or 4 women, but Tosafos 
disagrees.] Where does the Torah prohibit Yichud ? From the 
Posuk: lnt ic lhjt l,hxh hf  where we derive that a son may 
seclude oneself with his mother, but not with any other Ervah in 
the Torah. Accordingly, the Rashba (1:587) cites the opinion of 
R’ Eliyahu of Acco, who says that the Torah only forbade 1 man 
with 1 woman, and only if the woman is an Ervah to him. If she is 
not an Ervah, it is forbidden MiDeRabanan. 1 man with 2 women 
is also forbidden MiDeRabanan, but only if the 2 women are an 
Ervah to him; if they are not, it is not forbidden at all. His proof 
comes from the fact that the Gemara asked: Why ? and explained 
with a Svara. If 1 man with 2 women was forbidden by the Torah, 
there would have been no reason to ask and answer that question. 
However, the Rashba and most Poskim do not distinguish 
between a woman who is an Ervah and one who is not, as the 
Mishna only mentions women and not Arayos. The Gemara’s 
Svara, that the presence of a second woman will not inhibit the 
first is meant to create an equivalence between 2 women and 1 
woman, which for practical purposes, in the absence of inhibition, 
now represents the same risk of sin. Is it “worse” to seclude 
oneself with 2 women than with only 1 ? Is it 1 Yichud or 2 ? At 
the very least, it is worse in the respect that each of the 2 women 
is also transgressing.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If a young man in Shidduchim had transgressed a major aveirah in 
his youth, must/should this be disclosed to a prospective family? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How can one disclose important information about someone he dislikes?)  
One of the requirements to permit disclosure of Lashon HoRa 
about someone in order to save others from dealing with him is 
that one should not disclose the information out of hatred or 
dislike for him, but purely to help the listener. One must therefore 
overcome one’s natural feelings to do so. If one did not overcome 
his feelings, the TaZ and SMA disagree as to whether he 
transgressed Rechilus. Either way, he must disclose, and if he does 
not disclose, he will still transgress lhgr os kg sng, tk.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is permitted to discuss Divrei Torah while walking in the street, 
despite the presence of immodestly dressed women as long as 
those engaged in the Divrei Torah are doing so ohna oak and are 
not looking at them. This is distinguishable from the saying of 
Krias Shema in front of an Ervah, where only turning away one’s 
face will help (see MB 75:29), because it is too difficult to require 
the complete removal of all such women from the street in order 
to permit Divrei Torah. (Salmas Chaim 56-57)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Yerushalmi (Kidushin 1:2) derives from ubjka, ,hghcav vbacu 
that an Eved Ivri goes free as soon as the six years of servitude 
have completed, and the seventh year has begun. This is in line 
with other Pesukim which have a “c” at the beginning of ouh or 
vba, which imply - as soon as it starts, such as asue...hghcav ouhcu 
(Shabbos) and iu,ca ,ca ,hghcav vbacu (Shemitah). However, 
regarding Yom Kippur, where the Posuk says: rpfh vzv ouhc hf, 
Tosafos and the RaCH cite a Beraisa (Shevuos 13b) which states 
that Yom Kippur atones at the very end, just as it gets dark. Some 
Meforshim explain that Yom Kippur atones “up to” the very end, 
but it begins to atone as soon as it starts, which seems to be the 
conclusion of the Gemara (Kerisus 18b) that any part of the day 
atones. Along similar lines, the Taz (n”uj 73) ruled that if one 
borrowed money with an agreed-to payment date “vfubjc”, he 
may make his payment on the last day of Chanukah because the 
payment obligation does begin when Chanukah begins, but it 
continues and extends until the end of Chanukah. The Minchas 
Chinuch (42) notes that the 6 years that an Eved Ivri works are not 
measured ,gk ,gn but by the day. So if his servitude began 
sometime during the day on (e.g.) Rosh Chodesh Nisan, it would 
end on the 29th of Adar, at nightfall. What if Beis Din should 
declare the next day to be the 30th of Adar ? Should he have been 
working for his master the night before ? If Beis Din does not 
extend Adar to 30 days, having worked the night before might 
violate scg, ohba aa. To whose benefit should the epx of his 
status accrue ? The Minchas Chinuch rejects the argument that the 
master has a Chazakah of “ownership” over the Eved until now, 
which should continue, but seems to suggest that the matter can be 
resolved monetarily, after Beis Din makes its decision. However, 
the Birchas Aharon views the Eved’s status on the night of Adar 
29 as a free man who takes back ownership of himself, and on that 
night, the 7th year begins, even if the next day, it may change.   
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A certain carpenter was well-known in the industry as a master 
craftsman. For many years he produced homes and furnishings with 
precision, style and unmatched craftsmanship. His employer’s customers 
would not sign a contract unless this expert carpenter would be doing 
all the carpentry and the employer recognized his value and 
compensated him accordingly. To the employer’s dismay, one day the 
carpenter announced that he would be retiring. Knowing what effect this 
might have on his business, the employer tried to talk him out of it, but 
was unable to do so. Finally, the employer asked him, as a personal 
favor, to work on one last house. The carpenter reluctantly agreed, but 
his heart was not in it. As a result, he did not concentrate on the work 
as he had in the past, used cheaper materials, measured sloppily and 
generally produced a product that was seriously below his former 
standard.  Upon completion, his employer came to the site and 
presented the carpenter with a key to the front door, saying “This house 
is my gift to you, in appreciation of all you have done for me”.  
P.S. Anyone interested in a Shabbos Netz minyan, see Jay  Greenfield.    


