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IMPORTANCE  OF ....  
The Gemara (Shabbos 118b) quotes R' Yosi who said that in all 
his days, he never called his wife by her name; instead he referred 
to her as his "house", indicating her status as the Ikeres HaBays, 
the heart and backbone of the home. The Yaavetz finds a Remez to 
R' Yosi's words in the Torah. In the first Aseres HaDibros in 
Parshas Yisro, the prohibition of sunj, tk lists those things 
which one may not covet, putting first the house of another, and 
then his wife. In the second Aseres HaDibros in VaEschanan, the 
friend's wife is listed first, followed by his house. Thus, as Chazal 
inform us elsewhere (with regard to Moshe & Aharon), this 
indicates the equivalence between wife and house. Actually, in the 
second Luchos, coveting a friend's wife is prohibited by sunj, tk; 
coveting his house is prohibited by vut,, tk. The Rambam lists 
them as two separate mitzvos, with sunj, tk prohibiting the act of 
trying to obtain it from its owner, and vut,, tk prohibiting even 
thoughts of desire and yearning. The SMaG (ihutk 158) questions 
this distinction, noting that it would mean that the Torah is stricter 
with regard to a friend's house (prohibiting even a vcajn) than 
with regard to his wife (only a vagn is ruxt). The SMaG holds 
therefore, that sunj and vut, are really one and the same. 
However, the khguvk snkn (3:100) distinguishes between them as 
follows: sunj, tk refers to coveting an item for its own sake. 
Even if one already possesses such an item, the coveted item is so 
desirable that one wishes to possess it too. vut,, tk refers to 
items that a person desires because he doesn't have them. In 
VaEschanan, the Torah links lgr ,at to sunj, tk rather than 
vut,, tk because there is no reason for someone without a wife 
to specifically desire another's wife, rather than an unmarried 
woman. vut,, tk is linked to lgr ,hc, as the concept of a house 
represents all one's assets, some of which are sure to create envy.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When and how is it permitted to tell someone that Ploni stole from 
him or cheated him or otherwise did something bad to him ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What are the rules regarding revealing what was told as a secret ?)  
Revealing what was told to you as a secret where the teller 
expected it to remain a secret can have 3 outcomes. 1) Where no 
harm results, the revealer transgresses the Chazal of rnt, kc – do 
not reveal without permission; 2) where there may be some harm 
to the teller, a revealer transgresses Rechilus D’Rabanan; 3) 
where the revelation causes damage, pain or fear, the revealer 
transgresses Rechilus D’Oraisa.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who separates himself from Klal Yisroel by not performing 
mitzvos, by not sharing in the pain and tragedies of Bnei Yisroel, 
by not fasting on their fast days and by generally going his own 
way, behaving like a gentile and pretending not to be part of the 
Jewish nation, loses his share in Olam HaBa, even if he doesn’t 
actually do Aveiros.  (Rambam vcua, ,ufkv 3:11) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Bava Kamma 118a) states that if one makes a claim 
against another (e.g. you stole from me, you borrowed from me, 
you are holding my property) and the other says “I don’t know” [if 
that’s true], he is Potur from paying, but he must swear that he 
does not know. The Beis Yitzchok (n”uj 53:12) was asked, 
consider a case where a wife borrows money for her sustenance in 
her husband’s absence, and then dies. The lender makes a claim 
against the husband for repayment, but the husband says “I don’t 
know” and swears to that (gca, unacu). What if the husband 
knows the claimant/lender to be an upright, honest man, and he 
believes him. May the husband still swear that he doesn’t know, or 
is his belief equivalent to “knowing” ? The Beis Yitzchok held that 
he does not swear, because belief is equivalent to knowledge. He 
likens it to one’s knowledge that America exists, even though one 
has not seen it oneself, but rather relies on his belief in others who 
have seen it and as such, he may say that he “knows” that it exists. 
So too, if he believes the claimant then he “knows” that he owes 
the money. However, the two beliefs can easily be distinguished. 
Belief in a universal truth that has been established many times 
may rise to the level of knowledge. But a personal opinion about 
someone’s honesty and truthfulness is just that – a personal belief. 
There is hardly a guarantee that he would never make a mistake or 
never be compelled to lie, and as such, what he says cannot 
automatically be taken as fact. However, the Shulchan Aruch 
(n”uj 91:4-5) allows one to rely on what he wrote in a ledger 
during the normal course of business as it pertains to himself, and 
the Rema adds, based on the Rosh, that one may even swear in 
reliance on that ledger, provided he is confident of the truthfulness 
of its contents.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Chasid of the 3rd Vizhnitzer Rebbe – the Ahavas Yisroel, lived in the 
town of Grossvardein where the Rebbe himself resided after World War 
I. When the Chasid began to experience various medical issues, he was 
told by a local doctor that only the doctors in Vienna could help him. As 
the trip to Vienna was a difficult one, the Chasid feared that he would 
not be strong enough to survive it. His son went to get advice and a 
brocho from the Ahavas Yisroel, who listened intently and then told the 
son “Do not worry. I will bear the responsibility of your father’s well-
being until he reaches Vienna”. Much relieved, the son returned home, 
told his father what the Rebbe had said, and began preparing for the 
trip. The father stopped him, saying “And what will I rely on after 
reaching Vienna ? On some doctor ? If I can rely on the Rebbe until 
Vienna then I will stay here”. The Chasid remained at home and 
whenever he traveled, he was careful to avoid going anywhere near 
Vienna. Many years later, several years after the Ahavas Yisroel was 
Niftar, the Nazis yms loaded the Chasid with hundreds of others onto a 
cattle car under inhumane conditions and when the train passed by 
Vienna, the Chasid breathed his last.  
P.S. Anyone interested in a Shabbos Netz minyan, see Jay  Greenfield.    


