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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
When Hashem told Moshe to prepare for death, He spoke to 
Moshe “vzv ouhv omgc”, in the middle of the day. Rashi notes that  
Noach was also told to enter the vch, in midday, in full view of 
his neighbors who planned to stop him. Similarly, the Jews were 
led out of Mitzrayim ouhv omgc, in spite of the Egyptians’ plan to 
stop them. As Rashi explains, Bnei Yisroel also planned to “stop” 
Hashem from taking away Moshe, stating that the man who 
delivered them from Mitzrayim, split the Yam Suf for them, 
brought down Mon for them to eat, provided them with Slav and 
water, and gave them  the Torah should never be allowed to die. 
The vsnj hkf assumes that the only way Bnei Yisroel could hope 
to “stop” Moshe’s death would be through vkhp,. Why was their 
vkhp, then not accepted ? Chazal say that if Moshe had been 
allowed into Eretz Yisroel, the Beis HaMikdash that he would 
have built would have stood forever. As such, if the Bnei Yisroel 
were to sin and be deserving of a Churban, instead of “venting” 
;t iurj on the wood and stones of the Beis HaMikdash, the anger 
of Hashem might have been applied instead to the Bnei Yisroel 
themselves, resulting in u”j entire annihilation. Therefore, it was 
to the benefit of Bnei Yisroel that Hashem did not accept their 
vkhp,, thus preventing Moshe from entering Eretz Yisroel.  
However, this would only prove to be a benefit if they sinned. 
Could it not be that with Moshe as their leader in Eretz Yisroel 
they would not sin ? Rashi’s words imply that this would not be. 
When Rashi lists all Moshe’s achievements, the Bnei Yisroel 
mention the physical comforts that Moshe provided first, and 
include the fact that Moshe brought them the Torah last. This 
indication of their priorities illustrated that they would ultimately 
be kafb in vrhcg. This may also explain the words of Chazal: 
vkhj, vru,c ufrc tka kg ... .rtv vsct vn kg since the Churban of 
the Beis HaMikdash and Eretz Yisroel (rather than the Bnei 
Yisroel themselves) came about as a result of Moshe’s death, 
which itself resulted from their “late” appreciation of van ,ru,.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where is it recommended that a father feed a child rather than a 
mother ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would Melacha be permitted on Yom Kippur, but not eating ?)  
The Sefer ktrah lhrt, (20:10) quotes R' Chaim Kanievsky as 
saying that if one lived near the International Date Line and in the 
middle of Yom Kippur he crossed over it, since it would then be 
Erev Yom Kippur where he now was, he could do vftkn. 
However, since he had already begun to fast, it is as if he had 
been kcen the ,hbg, separately, and so he must complete the fast. 
DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not smell one’s Hadasim on Succos as Hadasim are 
normally smelled, and thus they must not be utilized for their 
regular purpose as they are Muktzeh. An Esrog on the other hand, 
may be smelled since it is normally eaten. It may also be smelled, 
on Shabbos. (MB 653:1)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara  (Kidushin 41a) states a general rule that when one is 
presented with a mitzvah, it is a greater fulfillment of the mitzvah 
when he performs it himself, rather than to do so through a 
Shliach (agent). The Yismach Moshe (end of ceg) notes that this 
rule only applies where the Shliach was retained without pay. 
However, where the Shliach receives rfa, then the payment of 
wages by the sender is deemed the equivalent of his personal, 
physical act. The same concept explains the ruling of the Rema 
(s”uh 242:34) where the lost object of one's father must be given 
precedence over a lost item of one's Rebbi only where the father 
is paying the Rebbi to teach his son, because payment renders it 
as if the father himself is teaching the son. Otherwise, the Rebbi's 
item goes first. The Magen Avraham (j”ut 432:5) cites a similar 
outcome, where one is told to do Bedikas Chometz himself, 
because of ujukacn r,uh uc vumn. Yet, in those areas where some 
pay to have it done for them, one may hire another to do it. The 
Rambam (vru, rpx 7:1) rules that although it is a mitzvah for 
every man to physically write a Sefer Torah, if one does not know 
how to write, another should do it for him. What if he can write, 
but not well ? The Chayei Adam (68:7) raises this question - is it 
better to write a Sefer Torah himself, illegibly, or to hire a Sofer 
to do it nicely, and leaves the question unresolved. Certainly, 
since one may hire someone to do a mitzvah and have it deemed 
as if the sender did it, it should be no problem to hire someone to 
erect one's Sukkah. However, the ARI Z"L states that the sweat 
one produces in laboring for a mitzvah erases sin the same as 
tears, which could not be achieved through the sweat of another. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A certain Rav was very active in Klal (communal) activities, traveling 
constantly vumn rcsk. As his wagon crawled along a country road one 
afternoon, a storm began, forcing the Rav to seek partial shelter under a 
large tree. As the torrent  continued, the Rav davened, asking Hashem 
to stop the rain. The Rav’s Shammes was surprised and asked the Rav 
how he could ask this of Hashem. After all, doesn’t the Gemara (Yoma 
53b) say that the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur specifically asked  that 
Hashem not listen to the Tefilos of the ohfrs hrcug (who would always 
daven that it shouldn’t rain while they are on the road) if the world 
needs the rain ? The Rav replied: “The Kohen Gadol’’ s request referred 
to ohfrs hrcug, which are people that pass (rcug) from one place to 
another, by way of the roads (ohfrs). However, the Gemara (Succah 
25a) states that vumn hjuka are not obligated in the mitzvah of Succah, 
and Rashi adds, even i,hhbj ,gac - while encamped overnight on the 
side of the road. Thus, we see that for vumn hjuka, being on the road and 
being encamped on the side of the road are themselves, part of the 
mitzvah, and are not simply a means of traveling from one place to 
another. vumn hjuka such as we, are really ohfrs hscug (road workers) 
and not ohfrs hrcug, and as such, the Kohen Gadol’’ s Tefilah does not 
apply to us.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


