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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Avodah Zara 17b) states that whoever engages in 
Torah study alone (without doing deeds of Chesed) is compared 
to one who has no G-d to protect him. This was apparently behind 
the fate of R' Chanina b. Tradyon, who admitted to R' Elazar b. 
Prata that he had not fulfilled ohsxj ,ukhnd and as such, would be 
executed by the Romans. Yet, the Gemara (Bava Basra 7b) states 
that a Talmid Chochom need not contribute to a communal project 
such as a protective wall, as his Torah learning will protect him. 
The ohbhs hrehg (26:27, back of Shulchan Aruch s"uh) restricts this 
exemption to only such communal obligations, unwilling to 
absolve a Talmid Chochom entirely of the mitzvah of Tzedaka. An 
interesting phenomenon is noted by the at hshra (3:67), who 
points out how today, a Kehilah will readily exempt the Rav from 
having to contribute to the community Tzedaka assessment, but 
will not pay the Rav's income taxes for him. Even those who hold 
that a Talmid Chochom remains chhj in the mitzvah of Tzedaka 
should still relieve him of the obligation to pay government taxes ! 
The Yalkut (892) derives from the words: cuyv kfc ,jnau that cuy 
refers to Torah, and that because of this, Moshe told the Bnei 
Yisroel: rag, rag - give Maaser. How would Maaser apply to the 
bounty of Torah ? The rpux caj cites the Gemara (Berachos 5a) 
that if one suffers ihruxh, he should examine his deeds. If he 
cannot find a misdeed, he should blame it on Bitul Torah. All ask, 
if he was guilty of Bitul Torah, why did he not realize it right 
away ? The answer is that he must blame his suffering on his lack 
of Bitul Torah, his unwillingness to stop studying Torah when 
called upon to do a Chesed and help another.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is a vcajn Assur unless accompanied by a vagn ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would saying a Dvar Torah save someone’s life ?)    
The Mishna (Sanhedrin 70a) states that if a boy took meat/wine 
and consumed them under circumstances that would qualify him 
as a Ben Sorer U’Moreh, if the eating took place at a Seudas 
Mitzvah, he is Potur. Thus, in a situation where a Seudah 
becomes a Seudas Mitzvah because someone said a Dvar Torah, a 
would-be-Ben Sorer U’Moreh’s life would be saved.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is customary to fast 10 days during Aseres Yemay Teshuvah. 
Since there are (at least) 4 of those days on which one may not 
fast (i.e. 2 days of Rosh HaShanah, Shabbos Shuva and Erev Yom 
Kippur), one should complete those 4 days during the days of 
Selichos, selecting the first day of Selichos, Erev Rosh HaShanah 
and two other days of one’s choosing, preferably Monday and 
Thursday, if possible. One need not accept the fast officially 
during Mincha of the previous day, nor is one obligated to 
complete the fast beyond the time of Mincha Gedolah. When 
davening Mincha one says ubbg, but leaves out ub,hbg, oum. If one 
attended a Seudas Mitzvah or plans to attend one, he should eat at 
the Seudah, and fast on a different day. (Mateh Ephraim 581:34)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Sanhedrin 60b) lists the various acts, such as 
bowing and sacrificing,  which constitute worship of avodah zara 
to the extent that one would be executed for such worship. 
However, one who embraces, kisses, washes, clothes, puts shoes 
onto etc.. an avodah zara is only liable to Malkus. On the basis of 
this list, the Shaar Ephraim (124) determined that if one accepted 
upon himself to “clothe” someone (ahckvk) his obligation did not 
necessarily include providing shoes (khgbvk), since clothing and 
“shoeing” are different activities. However, the Shvus Yaakov 
(1:24) disagreed, presuming that the Mishna, by stating both 
ahckn and khgbn was simply listing the various ways in which one 
could incur Malkus, without necessarily making a statement about 
the meaning, definition and/or limitations of ahckn, which could 
still easily include shoes. The several separate references to both 
clothing and shoes, most prominently the Remez in the Torah 
from: v,kc tk lkgbu ofh,unka ukc tk, do not change the fact that 
the category name for both is still ahckn. Yet, the Gemara 
(Shabbos 113a) states that one’s Shabbos auckn should not be the 
same as one’s weekday clothing, without making reference to 
shoes, and in fact, the Kaf HaChaim (j”ut 262:25)  quotes the 
Rav Poalim (4:13) who says one need not change one’s shoes for 
Shabbos (although it is still recommended). The Magen Avraham 
(j“ut 2:3) states that one should not put on two ohauckn together, 
as it causes forgetfulness. Would this apply to shoes as well, in 
particular, during the winter when some put boots or galoshes on 
their shoes, and then slip their feet into the combination ? Would 
this be deemed putting on two ohauckn at the same time ? The 
Tzitz Eliezer (7:2) says no. The rationale of the Shvus Yaakov is 
based on people’s language and custom. An obligation to clothe 
someone (such as a parent) would normally include shoes. 
However, since the Posuk distinguishes between them, an Issur 
concerning auckn would not apply to kgbn.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
One of the sons-in-law of the Noda BiYehuda was R’ Yosef of Prague, a 
brilliant and pious man, loved and respected by all. Except for his wife, 
who had a habit of berating him in public. Whenever she would see him 
in the company of those who came seeking his advice, she would start 
yelling at him “Who do you think you are, giving counsel to others ? You 
are no better than an ignoramus, pretending to be Talmid Chochom 
when you are far from it !” R’ Yosef never responded and apparently, 
never complained to her or asked her to stop, as she continued this 
behavior, until he died. At the Levaya, the wife wept bitterly, but did not 
go up and ask for her husband’s forgiveness. Eventually, she confided 
that when she had married R’ Yosef, he had expressed to her his 
concern that by virtue of his marriage and position within Prague, he 
would be constantly threatened with ideas of self-worth and arrogance, 
In order not to succumb to these feelings, he engaged his wife to help 
him by constantly insulting him, especially in public, so as to maintain 
his humility.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Burman family. 


