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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 63b) derives from the words: gnau ,fxv 
that one is to first hear the Torah, and then study it. Rashi 
(Avodah Zarah 19a) explains that one should learn the text well 
with a Rebbi so as to develop the capability for independent 
thought before asking and answering questions on it. Interestingly, 
the Ri Ibn Migash (,”ua 114) was asked to rule on the competence 
of a would-be Dayan (judge) who had never studied Gemara with 
a teacher, was not familiar with rules or concepts of Halacha, but 
had read many Teshuvos (responsa) from the Geonim and many 
books of Dinim. The Ri Migash held him to be more competent 
than many others of his time, who, instead of following an 
established P’sak, chose to use their own trcx and theories based 
on their learning. A reputable Posek once told his sons not to 
publish his Teshuvos after his death because he believed that one 
did not truly understand the thdux (subject) when answering a 
question about it, as much as when one studied it. As support, he 
cited the Acharonim’s concurrence that the Psakim (rulings) of the 
Rosh, which are based on the Gemara, are to be relied on more 
than his Teshuvos. The Netziv (rcs chan 1:24) disagreed, claiming 
that one was forced to understand a thdux better when faced with 
rendering a P’sak vagnk vfkv and besides, one was awarded a 
greater concentration of thnas t,ghhx when having to render a 
P’sak. He explained that the Acharonim favored the Psakim of the 
Rosh because they were written after the Rosh’s Teshuvos, and 
were therefore more reliable. The question remains however, may 
someone direct that his Teshuvos or Chidushim not be learned by 
others ? Perhaps, as the Gemara (Avodah Zara 19a) states, the 
Torah one learns is called his (vdvh u,ru,cu) and he may do with it 
as he pleases ? However, it appears from the ,u,khta (jre 132) 
that one’s ownership of Terumah only gives him the right to give 
it to a Kohain - not to destroy it. It should be the same with one’s 
Torah. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Should one recite a brocho when moving from Chutz LaAretz and 
settling in Eretz Yisroel ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must one light the “front” Shabbos candles before the back ones ?)   
No. Although we are careful to position ourselves to light 
Chanukah candles in such a way as to encounter the leftmost first, 
this is because each candle is a mitzvah object, and to bypass one 
would violate ihrhcgn iht. On Shabbos, the flame is the mitzvah.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one makes a rsb (vow) and subsequently regrets it, he may have 
the vow nullified by a Talmid Chochom who is expert in these 
matters (and there are none today), or by three laymen who are 
knowledgeable in vow nullification. If the vow was to take effect 
at a future date, the nullification may not take place prior to that 
date.  (s”uh 228:1 & 17) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 87a) relates that both R’ Huna and Rav made 
themselves available to those who had aggrieved them, in order to 
provide an opportunity for the sinners to ask for Mechilah. The 
Meforshim derive from here that a necessary factor in doing 
Teshuvah and securing forgiveness is the need for a sinner to 
embarrass himself by requesting Mechilah. Otherwise, why could 
not R’ Huna and Rav have simply been kjun on their own ? The 
Rambam (Teshuvah 1:1) lists “h,aucu” (and I am embarrassed) as 
part  of the Nusach of hushu, also indicating that it is necessary. 
The Shulchan Aruch (606:1) rules that since Yom Kippur will not 
provide Kaparah for sins against people, on Erev Yom Kippur one 
must appease anyone he aggrieved during the year, and ask for 
Mechilah. R’ Yisroel Salanter explains that although one is 
obligated immediately to ask forgiveness for the wrongs he has 
done to another, sometimes it will cause the aggrieved more pain 
to hear about it. Therefore, it is better to ask on Erev Yom Kippur 
when everyone is engaged in doing so over even a doubtful 
grievance, and the aggrieved will not need to hear what the wrong 
might have been, and so Mechilah will be achieved without pain. 
However, the Gemara (ibid 86b) interprets: jhkmh tk uhgap vxfn 
(one who conceals his sins will not succeed) as referring to those 
sins against one’s fellow man, requiring a penitent to confess 
those sins publicly. How then can R’ Yisroel Salanter encourage 
one to conceal his sin by using Erev Yom Kippur ? And where is 
the necessary embarrassment ? The Machatzis HaShekel (j”ut 
606) suggests that one may not “get away” with simply asking for 
Mechilah, but must say “lk h,tyj” to achieve Kaparah, which 
may fulfill both publicizing the sin, and cause some 
embarrassment, even without further detail. The Klei Yakar notes 
that in the “rurt” sins listed for Bnei Yisroel on Har Eival, 2 
include the word r,x (hidden). The first is Avodah Zara – a sin 
against Hashem, and the second is uvgr vfn – against one’s fellow 
man, in order to represent both categories. Although one may use 
R’ Yisroel’ Salanter’s leniency, keeping the sin hidden might still 
subject one to an rurt. (For Avodah Zara see Sotah 37b)  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Avrohom Abba Leifer, after many years as the Rav in Pittsburg, 
retired and lived out his remaining days in Ashdod.  A wealthy man 
approached him and offered to build a magnificent building for R' 
Avrohom, to serve as a Beis HaMidrash and as a yeshiva, but on one 
condition: he wished to receive half of R' Avrohom's share in Gan Eden 
and to reside with R' Avrohom in his section there. R' Avrohom thought 
for a few moments and then replied: "I am perfectly willing to give you 
half of my Torah learning and sign a contract to that effect, as such 
Yissachar-Zevulun arrangements are commonplace. However, I cannot 
guarantee that you will reside with me in my section, because the 
Gemara (Pesachim 50a) states with regard to ,ufkn hdurv (those 
executed by the king): i,mhjnc sungk kufh ost iht - no one else can 
stand in their section, but Nazi victims such as I am will be allowed" .                                                                      
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Burman family. 


