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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Rema (j”ut 138:1) states that one who reads from the Torah 
(i.e. the Baal Kriah) should be careful to always begin and end 
with a good thing. As such, the minhag is to end the first Aliyah in 
Parshas Devarim one Posuk before Sheini, so as not to begin the 
second Aliyah with the words: hsck tat vfht. However, the Leket 
Yosher says that when the Baal Kriah did so, the Terumas 
HaDeshen told him to complete the Aliyah as stated, and he 
explained that his Rebbi had told him it was important to be 
“ohsen” (preface) the Torah’s vfht to the one in Megilas Eichah. 
The Rambam (vkhp, 13:5) also rules that one begins and ends 
with a cuy rcs, adding that in Parshas Haazinu we do not insist 
on this, so as to arrange the Aliyos with words of vjfu,, in order 
to generate Teshuvah. This would seem to be the rationale of the 
Terumas HaDeshen’s Rebbi as well. The Ramban interprets 
ofjry as referring to Torah study, oftanu as referring to Tefilah 
and ofchru as referring to Dinim. By prefacing Moshe’s vfht to 
Yirmiyah’s, we point out how those things that were available to 
Moshe – Torah, Tefilah and Dinim, were all lost at the time of 
Yirmiyah’s vfht. The pain of this loss also serves as vjfu,, to 
generate Teshuvah. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 554:1) rules that 
on Tisha B’Av we may only study bad (i.e. sad) things, and if 
studying Yirmiyah, we must skip any words of vnjb. If so, why do 
we read ohbc shku, hf as the Kriah for Tisha B’Av morning, which 
may contain 4 sad/bad Pesukim, but all the rest are Pesukim of 
vnjb. R’ Shimon Schwab ZTL answers that the Mishna (Avos 
4:18) states: uhbpk kyun u,na vgac uvnjb, ktu - warning against 
attempting to comfort one whose deceased lies before him. 
Seemingly, such an attempt makes the mourner feel even worse. 
Since we are all in the category of uhbpk kyun u,n on Tisha B’Av, to 
read the Pesukim of vnjb will only increase the mourning.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one soils a borrowed garment, may he claim to be ruyp because 
he is a ktua who is ruyp for vftkn ,njn v,hn ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When does a small amount require a brocho, but not a large amount  ?)    
The Mishna Berurah (168:42) states that if one eats a pastry in the 
middle of a meal - not as part of the meal, but as a dessert, it 
requires a separate brocho of Mezonos. However, if one will eat 
so much that under different circumstances he would have to 
recite HaMotzi for that amount, then what he eats is included in 
the original HaMotzi, and he needs no separate brocho.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
After finishing the Seudah HaMafsekes on Erev Tisha B’Av, if 
one decides that he will not be eating anymore, he may accept the 
fast upon himself earlier. If it is after Plag HaMincha, then other 
Inuyim (washing, anointing) are automatically included; if before, 
he is obligated only in what he accepts. The same is true if one 
voluntarily accepts to refrain from meat and wine from 17th of 
Tamuz, which also does not include other Inuyim. (MB 553:4) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 69a) states that a field of hgcr orf (4th 
year vineyard) or vkrg (first-3-years fruits), both of which are 
forbidden, must be marked with special pieces of earth or clay to 
warn away passersby. R’ Shimon b. Gamliel says that this was 
only necessary during Shemitah, when anyone could go onto a 
field and take what he wanted. However, during the other 6 years, 
since one who would take fruits from such a field would be a 
thief, no marking would be required to stop the wicked from 
eating forbidden fruits, under the rule: ,unhu gark uvyhgkv – fill 
the Rasha and let him die. This would seem to indicate that there 
is no obligation to warn away a Rasha from sinning. However, the 
Daas Mordechai (50:2)  notes that the obligation of jhfu, jfuv to 
rebuke someone and prevent him from sinning applies only where 
the would-be sinner is standing before you, ready to sin. A general 
warning to refrain from sinful behavior or to take steps to deter 
one from sinning in the future is not part of the jhfu, jfuv 
obligation for anyone (Rambam ,ugs 6:6-7 disagrees), but is 
rather something that Beis Din could try to implement thru 
Takanos. R’ Shimon b. Gamliel’s opinion was that Beis Din 
should not make such Takanos for Reshaim. Rashi cites the Sifri 
on the Posuk: vba ohgcrtc hvhu which says that Moshe rebuked 
Bnei Yisroel only prior to his death, as Yaakov had done, to avoid 
embarrassing them and to avoid having to give vjfu, over and 
over. If vjfu, is to be given only when one is about to sin, how 
would Moshe have been able to give it over and over anyway, as 
the Sifri suggested ? Apparently, there is a second form of vjfu, 
that one gives before his death, where he may speak harshly. To 
avoid embarrassment,  one should only do this once.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A student in an American school who was struggling to keep up 
scholastically also suffered socially, and became the butt of pranks and 
general disrespect. One such prank was visited upon him daily, when he 
went to retrieve his lunch from the refrigerator and discovered that his 
sandwich was missing. This continued for some time and the 
unfortunate student was unable to identify the thief. One day, as 
everyone was eating lunch, one student suddenly gagged, fell to the 
floor and started thrashing around and vomiting. No one knew what to 
do, but the unpopular student stood up and announced that he had put 
some poison in his sandwich in order to identify the thief. He then 
produced an antidote for the poison, with which the thieving student 
was saved. Overnight, the unpopular student became someone to 
reckon with, and a recipient of grudging respect. One of the other 
students who had witnessed this episode was Jewish, and wondered 
what the Halacha would say about what had happened. He sent the 
Sheilah to R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein, who replied that it was not only Mutar 
but even recommended under ,unhu gark uvyhgkv to do so. Although 
there is certainly no v,hn cuhj for stealing, the thief brought the danger 
entirely upon himself when stealing a poisoned sandwich. If there was 
some ruxht or prohibited tnrd to lacing one’s own sandwich with 
poison, then how could one keep rat poison etc… in his possession, if 
there was a possibility that a thief might come along and eat some of it. 
R’ Chaim Kanievski concurred (See Peamai Yaakov, Kislev  5760)   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Wercberger family. 


