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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Sheviis 10:8) states that if a debtor seeks to repay a 
debt that was discharged by Shemitah, the creditor must tell him 
that Shemitah discharged the debt. If the debtor insists that he still 
wants to pay, the creditor may accept the payment, as the Posuk 
says: vyhnav rcs vzu. Similarly, if the residents of an yken rhg 
wish to honor a man who is living there (for having killed 
someone unintentionally), the would-be honoree must refuse, 
saying: hbt jmur (I am a murderer). If the residents insist, he may 
accept the honor, as the Posuk states: jmurv rcs vzu. The 
Yerushalmi (Sheviis 10:39) derives from here that if a man knows 
only one tractate of Gemara, and he travels to a place where he is 
not known, and they wish to honor him as if he knew two 
tractates, he must inform them that he only knows one. 
Apparently, the concern is one of ,gs ,cbd – giving a false 
impression, and with disclosure, the concern is removed. The 
MaHarit (j”ut 2:8) notes that a Baal Teshuvah in a similar 
situation, where he is not known, is also obligated to tell those 
who would honor him - hbt tyuj (I am a sinner), to avoid 
deception. However, the Gemara (Chulin 94a) lists several cases 
of ,gs ,cbd, such as where one opens a brand new sealed barrel of 
wine, ostensibly to honor a guest, when in reality he had planned 
to open it for another reason anyway. The Gemara concludes that 
as long as the host does not say anything to deceive his guest, he 
is not responsible for the guest’s deceiving himself. As such, the 
MaHarit is willing to apply the Halacha of ,gs ,cbd only where 
(e.g.) a man actually says he knows 2 tractates (and he only knows 
one) or is present when another says so about him, and he is silent. 
The Chida (kta ohhj 1:71:6) was asked about an kusd ost who 
requested that there be no adjectives used to describe him upon 
his Petirah, and the Rabbonim wished to override his request. The 
Chida validated the Niftar’s request, noting that for every form of 
unwarranted sucf a person will have to give iucaju ihs, advising 
that one accustom oneself to clearly say he does not deserve it.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it a sin for a non-Jew not to convert to Judaism ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Is there a problem allowing a non-Jew to affix a Mezuzah on his store ?)  
One may not sell a Mezuzah to a non-Jew, except to avoid vcht. If 
a non-Jew obtained one and affixed it so that customers will think 
he is a Jew, it should be removed, and the non-Jew should be 
compensated. If he wants it for vrhna, one should convince him to 
affix it in a Posul way, so that all will know he is a non-Jew. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
Because of the rule that uhbpc tka ostk ihfz, one may fix the 
Tzitzis on someone’s Talis (that rendered them Posul) without his 
knowledge or permission, provided one notifies the owner 
afterwards that he did so. (Sefer Chasidim 90)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Midos 1:2) states that the overseer of the Beis 
HaMikdash watchmen would make regular rounds during the 
night, checking on the guards. If he would find one asleep, the 
overseer would hit him with a stick and retain the right to 
confiscate his garment and burn it. The Rosh notes that there 
would be no problem here with violating ,hja, kc (the 
prohibition against wanton destruction) because the confiscation 
makes use of the rule: repv s”c repv (eminent domain), and 
apparently, ,hja, kc does not apply to ownerless things. If so, 
asks the Shoel U’Maishiv (4:28), the Gemara (Chulin 7b) did not 
exhaust all its options. The Gemara there describes how Rebbi 
invited R’ Pinchas b. Yair to his home. R’ Pinchas arrived, saw 
Rebbi’s dangerous white mules and refused to enter. When Rebbi 
said he would sell them, R’ Pinchas said that this would violate 
rug hbpk; when Rebbi suggested disabling them, R’ Pinchas replied 
- it would be ohhj hkgc rgm; to make them repv, R’ Pinchas added, 
would merely spread their danger, and killing them would violate 
,hja, kc. However, why couldn’t Rebbi make them repv and 
then kill them, asks the Shoel U’Maishiv, based on the Rosh’s 
opinion ? He answers that repv is effective only with regard to 
one’s inanimate possessions, but not live animals, where ,hja, kc 
would still apply, even after repv. One might ask, why was it 
necessary for the Rosh to preempt the question of ,hja, kc with 
regard to the watchman’s garment; if the overseer could hit him 
with a stick, implying that his body was not off limits for censure,  
certainly the overseer could do as he pleased with the watchman’s 
garment ?! The answer may be, as the Gemara (Taanis 23b) 
relates, that when the Chachomim came to ask Abba Chilkyah to 
daven for rain on their behalf, they watched as he lifted his robe 
when walking through thorns, explaining that his torn flesh would 
heal, but a torn garment might not. As such, although the concept 
of ,hja, kc might not apply to personal injury, it should always 
apply to property.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A woman in Yerushalayim found a potential problem in a chicken while 
preparing it for Shabbos. Her husband took it to the [author of] Kaf 
HaChaim who ruled that it was not Kosher. The husband was a Talmid 
Chochom and knew that there were Poskim who ruled favorably on such 
a “Sheilah”, so he went to the Tepliker Rov and, without mentioning the 
Kaf HaChaim, asked him to rule. The Rov permitted it. When the Rov 
saw how the man was hesitant to accept such a quick P’sak, he took a 
knife, cut off a piece of the chicken and threw it into his Cholent. The 
man returned home happy, and his wife put some of the chicken in the 
soup; the rest in the Cholent. Somehow, the soup burned that night, and 
the Cholent ended up not being cooked. The man ran to the Tepliker 
Rov on Motzai Shabbos and apologetically, told him the whole story. 
The Rov said not to worry. The chicken had been Kosher and his 
Cholent  had been fine. The punishment had been, not for eating Treif  
but for asking the same Sheilah  again, without telling him.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


