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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Horios 13a) states that one must assist and support a 
Levi before assisting a Yisroel. The prominence of a Levi is 
derived from: vzv ouhv sg …u,rak …hukv yca ..‘v khscv thvv ,gc, 
and the Gemara (Yoma 54a) states that wherever the Torah adds 
the words: vzv ouhv sg it means forever. Yet, Rashi quotes the Sifri 
on the Posuk: l,nst kg lhnh kf hukv ,t cuzg, ip lk rnav, which 
obligates support of a Levi (over a Yisroel), but makes it 
applicable only in Eretz Yisroel when the Beis HaMikdash stood, 
(l,nst kg lhnh kf) and not in Galus. Some Meforshim point out 
that the context of vzv ouhv sg was the Levi’s designation to carry 
the Aron HaKodesh and serve in the Beis HaMikdash, which is an 
eternal appointment, whereas the special attention to be paid to 
Levi l,nst kg lhnh kf deals with financial support, and lends itself 
to the Sifri’s assessment. However the Rambam (ohhbg ,ub,n 8:17) 
gives Levi support precedence today as well, and the Shulchan 
Aruch  (s”uh 251:9), which is restricted to Halachos of today, also 
lists it. The Gemara (Yevamos 86b) discusses the penalty imposed 
by Ezra upon the Leviim, depriving them of the exclusive right to 
receive Maaser, because they did not return from Bavel to Eretz 
Yisroel with Ezra, stating: ohhbgk txbe – the penalty required that 
Maaser be given to the poor. As such, the Sifri’s Drasha applied 
the Posuk: hukv ,t cuzg, ip lk rnav specifically to Eretz Yisroel, 
where the Leviim served in the Beis HaMikdash and received 
Maaser in return, but not to Galus, since they refused to 
accompany Ezra as he returned to Eretz Yisroel and were 
penalized. For this reason, the Drasha quoted by Rashi states: 
ktrah hhbgn r,uh uhkg rvzun lbht vkudc kct - l,nst kg (in Galus one 
need not treat the Leviim better than poor Yisroelim). Why does it 
say vkudc instead of saying .rtk .ujc ? The Beis Aharon suggests 
that it was particularly because by staying in Galus, the Leviim 
had relinquished their Maaser to (even) ktrah hhbg. In all other 
respects, however, the hierarchy stated in the Mishna which places 
a Levi before a Yisroel still applies today.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If a non-Jew put up a Mezuzah on his store, is there an obligation 
for Jews to remove it ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When may one declare he was born somewhere other than the reality ?)  
The Gemara (Kesubos 75a) darshens a Posuk: vc skh ahtu aht to 
include those who have yearned to see Eretz Yisroel as having 
been born there. R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld permitted use of this 
Gemara to obtain citizenship by claiming it as one’s birthplace.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one drinks wine during a meal, he must recite a brocho over it, 
even though he has washed and eaten bread, because wine is so 
cuaj, it does not become secondary to the bread. Once one has 
said a brocho over wine, one need not recite another brocho over 
another liquid, provided the other liquid was on the table or one 
had it in mind when saying ipdv.  (see Mishna Berurah 174:1-3) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 151b) relates that R’ Chiya told his wife to 
be quick when offering bread to a poor person, so that others will 
be quick to assist their children in their time of need. R’ Chiya’s 
wife asked him: are you cursing our children, that they become 
poor and needy ? R’ Chiya replied, the Posuk states that one 
should give Tzedakah, … lfrch vzv rcsv kkdc hf, for in return 
Hashem will bless you, and kkdc denotes okugc rzuja tuv kdkd – 
poverty is cyclical (like a wheel), eventually it comes around to 
everyone. The Gemara adds that one should constantly pray that it 
not befall him, for even if he avoids it, his son may become poor, 
and if not, his grandson. The Panim Yafos notes that there are two 
ways to view this. 1) One should rush to give Tzedakah so as to 
preempt the calamity of poverty, preventing it from striking one’s 
descendants; or 2) One should give Tzedakah to repay the poor 
man for the assistance his ancestor may have given to your 
ancestor, when the earlier cycle was reversed. Viewing Tzedakah 
as repayment could have Halachic consequences. For example, 
the Gemara (Bava Metzia 111b) establishes that an hbg (poor man) 
is to be given precedence over an iuhct (destitute man) because an 
iuhct is not embarrassed to make demands for assistance, while an 
hbg is. However, if Tzedakah is repayment, precedence would have 
to be given to the one who demands payment - the iuhct, over 
others who do not, as is the accepted practice. It is also unlikely 
that one’s “repayment” would end up guaranteed in the hands of 
the appropriate descendant of a former benefactor. Further proof 
that Tzedakah is preemptive rather than compensatory may be 
derived from the Gemara (Kesubos 66b) where R’ Yochanan b. 
Zakai saw the daughter of Nakdimon ben Guryon collecting grains 
of barley from the dung produced by the livestock of non-Jews. 
R’Yochanan noted that he had signed her Kesubah, which 
contained a financial obligation of over a million gold dinarim and 
asked her what had become of her father’s wealth. She replied that 
he had given it to Tzedakah. Why had such poverty befallen her ? 
The Gemara explains that he had not given enough, and had not 
done so sincerely. Otherwise, she would have avoided the cycle.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the mid-1800's, the poverty-stricken residents of Yerushalayim were 
invaded by missionaries whose vast resources of material assistance 
posed a serious threat to the Jews’ spiritual well-being. The missionaries 
established a hospital, providing doctors' services and medicine free of 
charge. Some Jewish activists decided to form an organization to fight 
the influence of the missionaries, calling it Bnei Yisroel. The leaders of 
the organization were concerned that to be successful, they had to 
welcome irreligious elements into the group, since they had influence 
with the government. When R' Yehoshua Leib Diskin heard this, he 
advised them as follows: "We have a tradition handed down from the 
scholars of Brisk, that no fraternal societies be formed, except for a 
Chevra Shas or Mishnayos. This is because any group not grounded in 
Torah will succumb to alien influences. Even the Chevra Kadisha was 
obligated to attend a Shiur everyday. To be successful, you too must 
form a daily Shiur and require all group members to attend. Soon, you 
will see the irreligious members start to withdraw on their own." 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Stauber family. 


