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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Rambam (Taanios 4:4) states that the Shliach Tzibur chosen 
to lead on a Taanis Tzibur should be one who is fluent in the 
Tefilos and Tanach, one who has difficulty supporting his 
children and needs rain for his field, and one who has no Baalei 
Aveirah in his household. Chayei Adam (138:4) states that when 
choosing a Shliach Tzibur for Yomim Noraim, in addition to the 
stated qualifications, one should also apply the Chumros of a 
Taanis. The insistence on a household free of Baalei Aveirah may 
be based loosely on Kimchis (Yoma 47a) whose exemplary Tznius 
in the privacy of her home led to her seven sons becoming Kohen 
Gadol. Darshanim like to quote: ubheukt ‘s ,ur,xbv – if in private 
one behaves (or not) as Hashem wants, then ubhbcku ubk ,ukdbvu – it 
will be revealed thru one’s children. However, this may have 
been more true in a time when most of Klal Yisroel were Shomrei 
Mitzvos, and only a few had strayed. Today, as a result of the 
Holocaust and other ongoing spiritual declines, straying children, 
siblings and especially older parents are resistant to Teshuvah, 
and it may be difficult to find someone whose every relative is 
Shomer Torah. The Rema (j”ut 53:5) states that one who sinned 
intentionally and then repented may also not serve as Shliach 
Tzibur, if his sin is known, and the Mishna Berurah applies this 
also to Yomim Noraim. If his Teshuvah was accepted, and 
Hashem has forgiven him, why would he be disqualified ? The 
Gemara (Kesubos 41a) states that if a man unilaterally confesses 
to having shamed a girl, we do not collect odpu ,auc (penalties for 
having humiliated her and lowered her “value”) from him, as he 
is not believed to damage her reputation. What if the girl doesn’t 
mind, and wants the money ? The Gemara says that her father 
may object. What if the father also agrees to accept the money ? 
The Gemara says that other family members may object. And if 
the family does not object ? The Gemara says, there must be a 
family member abroad for whom this would not be acceptable. 
Although one’s Teshuvah may have been accepted in Shomayim, 
there may still be a Tzibur member somewhere who objects. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May one use nuts (zudt) as a “new fruit” for the ubhhjva on the 
second night of Rosh HaShanah ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Who can be ejected from Shul by police ?)  
The Maharil (9) rules that if a Shul’s minhag is to sell the first 
Aliyah for all year, if the Kohen doesn’t buy it, or isn’t kjun, he 
could be barred from Shul and ejected by police, as long as 
another Shul is available for him to attend.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
Several people may share in the Shofar blowing. Whichever of 
them was present when the first one recited the berachos does not 
need to say a brocho before blowing. However, if one was not 
present then, he should recite the berachos himself quietly before 
beginning to blow. (MB 585:10)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Megilah 31b) states that Ezra established a schedule  
to read the ,ukke of Parshas Ki Savo before Rosh HaShanah in 
order to symbolize that the curses and the year would both end 
together. Tosafos notes that in the Beis HaMidrash of Rabbeinu 
Nisim, they asked the following: [In a year] when there are 2 
Shabbosos between Rosh HaShanah and Succos [and on the 2nd  
Shabbos, Parshas Haazinu will be read], why could not Nitzavim 
and VaYelech be read together (instead of just VaYelech) on the 
first Shabbos [Shuva], and let Matos-Masai be split earlier, as 
they are both much longer ? The answer given was that Nitzavim 
contains ,ukke [as well] and the intent was to end all curses 
before Rosh HaShanah. However, Tosafos points out that the 
Gemara (Bava Basra 88b) describes the Torah’s curses as ending 
in Ki Savo, which means that the curses in Nitzavim are not 
deemed ,ukke. Therefore, Tosafos concludes, Nitzavim is to be 
inserted between Ki Savo and Rosh HaShanah to act as a “buffer” 
after the ,ukke. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 581:4) states that one 
is to bathe and groom oneself before Rosh HaShanah, and the Tur 
explains that such behavior reflects our confidence that Hashem 
will grant us a favorable judgment. The vtrn vph asks, does not 
the Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 32b) state that we do not say Hallel 
on Rosh HaShanah because the Books of Life and Death are 
open, making song inappropriate ? How are we to be so fearful, 
and yet confident ? The vnka ,nfj suggests that on Rosh 
HaShanah, Hashem renders two judgments: 1) on the individual, 
who should be fearful; and 2) on the Jewish nation, confirming 
that we are still the rjcbv og (chosen nation), despite campaigns 
by other nations each year for that title. Of this we are confident, 
because of the many promises that Hashem made to never replace 
us with another nation. This is confirmed again in the Posuk: 
lh,uctk gcab ratfu lk rcs ratf … ogk uk l,ut ohev ignk, which 
is in Parshas Nitzavim. As such, the cauj vagn suggests it is 
appropriate, where possible, for Nitzavim to be read just prior to 
Rosh HaShanah, to provide us with the assurance that despite our 
individual anxieties, we may celebrate with confidence that year 
after year, we will continue to be Hashem’s chosen nation.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A wealthy man was impressed by the piety of a widow who sat at her 
bagel stand in the market and recited Tehilim all day, interrupting only to 
bless a customer. The man offered to provide her with enough support 
to allow her to daven and say Tehilim all day without the need or 
distraction of a bagel stand. She readily agreed, but when the man 
returned a month later to the market he found her at her usual place, 
selling bagels. She handed him back his money and said she changed 
her mind. When he asked her why, she said that on rainy days, she 
would thank Hashem for the rain necessary to grow crops, and on 
sunny days she thanked Hashem for the sun and the good weather 
which helped the farmers work. When she ground the wheat into flour 
and baked her bagels she again found many reasons to thank Hashem, 
as she did when selling a bagel. This is how she wished to live her life, 
and she was not interested in a free pass.  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Chaimowitz family. 


