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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Megilah 3a) states that the generally accepted rule 
was to be Mevatel (cancel) Talmud Torah in order to go hear the 
reading of the Megilah. The RaShash asks: Is not Megilah also 
Torah ? He answers that the Gemara is referring to a situation 
where the Talmidim were already tmuh the mitzvah of Megilah, 
and their teacher now had to decide whether to teach them, or 
cancel the Shiur and go hear the Megilah himself, to which the 
Gemara responds – cancel the Shiur. The Beis Avi (2:50) asks 
why the Talmidim can’t go with their Rebbi and hear Megilah 
again. Isn’t vrzj a fulfillment of Talmud Torah as well ? He cites 
the Gemara (Shabbos 116a) which states that we do not read 
Kesuvim on Shabbos because of Bitul Beis HaMidrash (it 
distracts one from “real” learning). Thus, reading Kesuvim (e.g. 
Megilah) is described as being Mevatel learning of the Beis 
HaMidrash. The Shulchan Aruch (RSZ - vru, sunk, 4) states that 
there are two forms of Talmud Torah: 1) the minimum which one 
must learn – some in the morning and some in the evening, with 
which one can fulfill lnuecu lcfac; and 2) where one studies 
hard, working to understand, according to his abilities. The first 
form may thus be fulfilled with the reading of Kesuvim (or 
perhaps today by Daf HaYomi), but not the second. Still, the 
Gemara establishes that the iuhg inherent in the second form of 
Talmud Torah may be cancelled in order to fulfill the mitzvah of 
Megilah. This distinction also resolves an inconsistency between 
the Gemara (Shabbos 31a) which states that one’s Heavenly 
examination begins with financial honesty (vbuntc ,,bu ,tab),  
followed by questions regarding Torah study, and the Gemara 
(Kidushin 40b) which states that one’s judgment begins with 
Talmud Torah. As the obligation of lnuecu lcfac is so absolute 
and applicable to all, it is placed right at the beginning. However, 
the ability to study deeply – iuhgc, is not so uniformly prevalent, 
and the daily opportunity to engage in it for those who can may 
have to wait until after their daily Parnasah efforts have been 
completed, so the question follows after the question of finance.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What activity should one not do, but if he does it, he should do it 
in the same place each time ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Who may learn any Torah on Tisha B’Av ?)  
The Biur Halacha (554:1) understands the TaZ as saying that 
young children may study any Torah they wish on Tisha B’Av, by 
themselves, as their study is not deemed Simcha.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
For a D’var Mitzvah, such as to be jnan a Choson and Kallah, 
one may drink wine (without eating food) while singing songs 
and/or playing musical instruments. Otherwise, one may not sing 
songs over wine, as it suggests an image of a common gentile 
practice. Even at a Shabbos table, one should try to sing only the 
Shabbos Zemiros designated for the meal. (MB 560:11-14) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Basra 151a) relates that the ailing sister of R’ 
Tovi b. Masna signed over her property to R’ Tovi one morning. 
Later that day, a second brother, R’ Achadvoy came crying to her 
that people will not think much of him if she gives all her 
property to R’ Tovi and nothing to him, so she changed her mind 
and signed the property over to R’ Achadvoy. When the sister 
died, Rav Nachman ruled that R’ Achadvoy should receive the 
property. The Netziv asks, how could R’ Achadvoy put pressure 
on his sister this way ? Does not this violate sunj, tk, which 
prohibits one from desiring another’s property, and taking action 
to obtain it ? The Netziv concludes that apparently, sunj, tk does 
not apply where property is up for sale or conveyance, and one 
attempts to convince the seller/grantor to give it to him over 
another. Since the sister was not holding onto the property in any 
case, R’ Achadvoy was permitted to pressure her into giving it to 
him. This also explains why the Torah stated lgr ,at sunj, tk - 
applying sunj, tk only to a married woman, since, as stated in 
the Gemara (Kallah Rabasi 6), if one asks a single girl to marry 
him and she says no, he may continue to ask her again, since she 
is available for marriage, similar to property for sale.  The 
Mechilta excludes from sunj, tk and vut,, tk situations where 
one applies pressure on a parent to agree to a Shidduch, asking 
them h,ck lbc ut hbck l,c – [give] your daughter for my son or 
your son for my daughter. The B’Tzeil HaChochmah (3:45) 
suggests that this may be because one might not violate sunj, tk 
when one seeks to obtain something for someone else. However, 
since one is obligated to marry off one’s children (Kidushin 30b), 
the pressure one applies in such a case may not truly be for 
someone else alone, but for oneself as well, and the mitzvah 
motive does not exempt one from sunj, tk. R’ Yerucham Fishel 
Perla notes in his commentary on Sefer HaMitzvos of R’ Saadya 
Gaon (,“k 271) that if one steals in order to give what he stole to 
someone else, he will not transgress sunj, tk. However, the 
Sefer ubnjbh vz comments on the prohibition of lgr ,at sunj, tk 
that where one’s sunhj efforts are on behalf of another, he will 
“only” transgress sunj, tk; if his efforts are on his own behalf, 
he will additionally transgress vut,, tk.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Shortly after his Chasunah, a young man was asked by R’ Noson Tzvi 
Finkel if he helped his wife prepare for Shabbos. The young husband 
proudly answered in the affirmative, adding that Rav Safra would singe 
the Shabbos meat, Rava would salt the fish, Rav Huna and Rav Papa 
would prepare the candles, etc.. R’ Noson Tzvi smiled and said “Tzadik’l ! 
Should one help his wife only L’Kavod Shabbos, and to emulate Chazal ? 
The mitzvah of ung cuzg, cuzg applies double to one’s wife, to whom 
one has unique obligations, particularly Erev Shabbos, when there is 
additional work, she feels rushed and is limited in time. Is there a more 
appropriate example of a mitzvah urcjk ost ihc ? A ‘yungerman’ must 
always balance this with his commitment to mitzvos ouenk ost ihc”. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Wercberger family. 


