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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Mishna (Maaser Sheni 5:1) states that signs were placed on 
fields whose trees produced fruits within the first 4 years of the 
tree’s planting, with a warning that the fruits  were Assur to eat, 
because of vkrg and hgcr orf. R’ Shimon says there was no need, 
and the Rambam explains that one who would take one of those 
fruits would already be guilty of theft. Chazal saw no need to 
protect a thief from other Issurim when he already showed no 
concern for vkhzd. Based on this, the Be’er Dovid (10) held that 
there should be no need to penalize a Mumar from benefiting 
after Pesach from the Chometz he had in his possession during 
Pesach. If he ate Chometz during Pesach, what purpose would 
there be in a Gezeras Chachomim to forbid it after Pesach, which 
he would certainly ignore ? But, what about vzk vz ihcrg ktrah ? 
The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 608:3) cites the SMaK who says that 
when dealing with strangers who may react vengefully to rebuke, 
one should keep silent. Even the Magen Avrohom himself states 
that one will not be punished for neglecting to rebuke someone he 
knows is about to sin with impunity, though he has not fulfilled 
the mitzvah of l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuv. The Sefer Chasidim (1124) 
states that if one sees a non-Jew violating one of the 7 Noachide 
laws, he should rebuke him if possible, as we see Yonah was sent 
to do in Nineveh, because when Hashem is angry, it is bad for 
everyone. Yet, the Gemara (Sanhedrin 75a) discusses a non-
Jew’s obligation to give up his life for Kidush Hashem, and 
considers whether Elisha tacitly approved Naaman’s presumed 
intention to commit idolatry later upon his return to Aram, albeit 
under royal duress, by saying to him oukak lk. Rashi notes that 
although Elisha may have had no obligation to rebuke Naaman, 
as a non-Jew would not be included in l,hng, still, to imply 
approval might violate Lifnei Iveir. Meforshim suggest that we 
derive an obligation from ,tzv vru,v hrcs ,t oheh tk rat rurt, 
which makes it incumbent upon everyone to support the Torah by 
seeing that it is not violated, by anyone, including non-Jews.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would Beis Din ask someone if snow is expected on a 
summer day ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What becomes Mutar only when studying about it  ?)  
Although one may not study Torah on Shabbos to the light of a 
candle to avoid the risk of adjusting it, he may study the laws of 
ihehksn vnc to the light of a candle, because he is sure to remain 
alert to the ruxht while studying those very Dinim.  (j"ut 275:7) 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may eat bread baked commercially or even by a non-Jew if 
baked for sale, except during Aseres Yemay Teshuvah. However, 
if one is traveling and finds it difficult to obtain bread baked by a 
Jew, he need go out of his way only up to 4 Mil in order to find 
some. If he can’t, he may buy commercial bread. (MB 603:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Sotah 38a) states that when the Kohanim would 
bless the Bnei Yisroel, they would pronounce Hashem’s name as 
it is written (Yud, Kay, Vov, Kay). The Gemara asks for a source, 
suggesting that perhaps a hubhf (alternate name) was used. Tosafos 
quotes the opinion of Rabbeinu Hillel from the Sifri who 
proposes that Elo-kim might have been used. Tosafos however 
disagrees, insisting that as we usually read the “Y-K-V-K” name 
as Ado-noy, that could be the only sensible suggestion of the 
Gemara. The Igros Moshe (j”ut 1:32) explains their Machlokes 
in terms of the following question: If a word in the Torah is read 
(hre) differently from how it is written (ch,f), must the word be 
actually “read”, or may one simply utter the correct word without 
reading or even looking at what is written ? For example, where 
the word vbkdah is to be read vbcfah, if a drop of wax were to fall 
on the word, rendering it unreadable, a different Sefer Torah 
would have to be used for the Shabbos reading, since the Halacha 
is that vbkdah is to be “read” vbcfah, requiring the reader to look at 
the word when pronouncing it. However, if the wax were to fall 
on the “YKVK” name of Hashem, Rabbeinu Hillel would hold 
that no other Sefer is required - our utterance of Ado-noy not 
being the result of “reading”, but rather replacing Y-K-V-K, by 
heart. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 141:8) rules that the concept of 
ch,fu hre is one of the Halachos given to Moshe on Har Sinai, 
and that once, when a Baal Koray refused to adhere to the rule, he 
was excommunicated. The Magen Avraham (9) comments that 
even though one who reads the hre essentially says the word by 
heart, it is still permitted. Permitted ? It is forbidden to do 
otherwise ! Although one could explain the Magen Avrohom that 
all ch,fu hre instances may be read without glancing at the Sefer, 
the Igros Moshe (j”ut 3:41) maintains that he would definitely 
have said such a aushj clearly, if that had been his intention.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Shul in Yerushalayim discovered that there were no Kohanim for the 
daily Birchas Kohanim. The Brisker Rav was present and asked someone 
to go to Zichron Moshe, a nearby Shul, and bring back Kohanim. After 
waiting 15 minutes, some of the Mispallelim grew impatient and began 
to complain that it is forbidden to delay longer than the amount of time 
required to say the entire Shemoneh Esrei. Additionally, they argued 
that the wait constituted a burden (truchms tjryk) on the Tzibur. The 
Brisker Rav answered that legally, there were no grounds for concern 
since the Rema (Orach Chaim 65:1) rules that a delay is only a problem 
where it is involuntary. In this case, there was nothing preventing them 
from finishing the Tefilah, so their voluntary choice to wait wasn’t a 
Hefsek. As for their second concern, regarding the Tircha, the Brisker 
Rav noted how people regularly travel days and even weeks to seek a 
brocho from a Chassidic Rebbe or other pious Jew. Upon their arrival, 
they often wait in line for hours until it is their turn, and the brocho they 
receive is from a human being, no matter how righteous he may be. In 
the case of Birchas Kohanim, Hashem has provided a guarantee in the 
Torah that through the medium of the Kohanim’s words, Hashem 
Himself will bless us. Is that not worth a short wait of 15 minutes ?  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Burman family   


