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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Berachos 8a) states that when R’ Yochanan was 
told that there were elderly Jews in Bavel, he wondered how that 
could be, since the Posuk says: vnstv kg …ofhnh ucrh ignk, which 
implies that longevity was possible only in Eretz Yisroel. When 
he was told that they attended the Beis HaKnesses early in the 
morning and late at night, he remarked that this must be why they 
merited long life. The Pardes Dovid cites the Midrash (Vayikra 1) 
which darshens the Posuk: ofn chreh hf ost that as long as a 
Korban can be offered, the Korban will be rpfn for sins. When 
the Beis HaMikdash will no longer be available, the vrpf will be 
achieved by the death of a Tzadik, who will be “offered” on the 
vkgn ka jczn in fulfillment of ofn chreh hf ost. Therefore, as 
long as the Beis HaMikdash was standing and vrpf was achieved 
through Korbanos, the Tzadikim were granted Arichas Yomim. 
However, after the Churban, when Bnei Yisroel were no longer 
present in Eretz Yisroel, a Tzadik could not be assured of long life 
since it would be necessary occasionally for a Tzadik to be 
sacrificed on behalf of his generation. For this reason, R’ 
Yochanan questioned the longevity of people in Bavel, insisting 
that it could be realized only in Eretz Yisroel. However, when he 
was told of their commitment to Tefilah, he understood that the 
rule of ubh,pa ohrp vnkabu created a substitute for the death of 
Tzadikim, who could now enjoy long life. Yet, in R’ Yochanan’s 
day, Eretz Yisroel no longer had a Beis HaMikdash. What 
provided their Tzadikim with Arichas Yomim ? The Gemara 
(Nedarim 22a) describes a tragic murder witnessed by Ula, and 
the Gemara notes that it took place in Bavel – not Eretz Yisroel, 
because people in Bavel had a zdr ck (angry heart). The Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 24a) also distinguishes between Talmidei Chachomim 
in Eretz Yisroel (pleasant) and those of Bavel (fierce). As such, 
those in Eretz Yisroel merited longevity because of their forgiving 
nature (see Megilah 28a) while those in Bavel did not. For this 
reason, R’ Yochanan’s question was specific to Bavel.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Why is it teus the jczn that sheds tears when a man’s first wife 
dies or gets divorced, and not the vrubn or something else ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why is kfva phrased with ’hvhb instead of a form of truc  ?)  
The Avudraham (Berachos 3) quotes R’ Asher MiLunil who says 
that truc is appropriate where the purpose of the item’s creation 
was for our consumption, as it is with fruit, vegetables, grains 
etc.. Water, animals and other “default” kfva items were not so 
created (meat was originally ruxt to Adam). Also, as bread/wine 
that spoils or ferments “becomes” kfva, the word ’hvhb is used.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is a minhag to knead sufficient dough in one’s home to require 
that a portion be separated to fulfill the mitzvah of Challah, in 
order to bake Challos for Shabbos and Yom Tov. As this is Kavod 
for Shabbos and Yom Tov, one should not change the custom. 
(Rema j”ut 242:1) Those women who instead, purchase Challos 
from a baker, are lessening Kavod Shabbos. (Biur Halacha, ibid) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 59b) states that the Torah saw fit to 
issue warnings against offending a Ger (convert) 36 times, and 
some say 46 times, because gr urux – his tendency is toward pre-
conversion behavior, into which he can easily slip back. The 
Gemara (Yevamos 47b) likens a Ger to a contagious skin disease 
(,jpxf). Why then does the Torah command: rdv ,t o,cvtu ? 
Why would one want to befriend a potential bad influence ? The 
Yalkut Shimoni (Bo 213) states that there are 3 types of Geirim: 1) 
the one who converts for marriage; 2) the one who converts to 
obtain public assistance; and 3) the one who converts vnak – to 
serve Hashem, who is deemed by Hashem to be like a Levi, and 
not a contagious skin disease. The Gemara (Gittin 88b) states that 
R’ Yosef was attempting to force a recalcitrant husband to give 
his wife a Get. Abaye pointed out that we darshan from the 
Posuk: ovhbpk oha, rat ohypanv vktu that judgments may only 
be rendered by those with an unbroken chain of Semicha, which 
R’ Yosef did not have. R’ Yosef replied that he was just acting as 
an agent of the ordained judges in Eretz Yisroel, which was 
permitted for commonly needed adjudications, such as divorce. 
Tosafos adds that the same theory permits non-expert judges to 
act as agents of the expert judges in Eretz Yisroel with regard to 
administering conversions, where technically 3 experts were 
required. Even today, when there are no longer experts in Eretz 
Yisroel, judges are deemed to be agents of the original experts. 
The Gemara (Yevamos 24b) states that in the days of Dovid and 
Shlomo, Geirim were [usually] not accepted, as they were not 
sincere. The Neviim of those days may have known this, but after 
the Churban, where judges could not be sure, they were required 
to accept Geirim. The Magid Mishna points out how the Mishna 
Berurah (156:4), in listing additional obligatory mitzvos, cites the 
mitzvah of rdv ,cvt but suggests it might have been limited to 
,hcv inzc when those who were accepted for conversion were 
know to be sincere. However, since we do not know for certain 
today, if we accept the conversion, we must fulfill rdv ,t o,cvtu.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to a Rebbe and described how from a young age he was 
careful never to waste time, spending his days in Torah and Tefilah. But 
lately, he began to experience thoughts of doubt, and felt something 
missing in his Avodah. The Rebbe was disturbed to hear this, and asked 
the man to describe his entire day. The man began his day at midnight, 
when he rose to say Tikun Chatzos, after which learned until Alos, at 
which time he davened Shacharis, and he remained learning in his 
Rabbeinu Tam Tefilin until noon, when he ate something and rested a 
short while. He then resumed learning until evening, when he davened 
Mincha, then Maariv, and went to sleep. The Rebbe said “I see that you 
do not eat supper”. The Rebbe went on to describe the importance of 
supper. “All day, one is surrounded by many mitzvah opportunities, 
Tefilin, Tzitzis, Torah, Chesed, all of which deflect the Yetzer HoRa. At 
night, there are far fewer opportunities, and hardly any D’Oraisas. The 
limbs of Korban Olah were smoked all night because Olah is rpfn for 
bad thoughts, which come at night. Your table is your jczn - eat supper, 
fulfill the mitzvos attendant to it, bentsch, and you will be free of doubt. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


