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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Berachos 12b) states that Chazal wanted to include 
a portion of Parshas Balak as part of the daily Krias Shema but 
decided not to, as it would be overly burdensome. When the 
suggestion was made to just include part of it, the Gemara replied 
that we may only make those partitions within a Parsha that 
Moshe made, and no other. The Gemara (Taanis 27b) makes a 
similar statement, prohibiting making breaks within a Posuk. The 
Magen Avrohom (j”ut 285:1), in discussing the obligation to read 
oudr, sjtu tren ohba cites the SHLaH who says that one should 
first read the entire Parsha twice, followed by the Targum, while 
others say each Posuk should be read twice, followed by its 
Targum. The Machatzis HaShekel explains that the word 
“Parsha” according to the SHLaH referred to each open or closed 
section, marked by a p or a x at the end, even if the section ends 
in the middle of a Posuk, such as the words: rcd iuhmgnu ,khtn, 
where the Posuk continues rcgbu ipbu after the p. According to the 
SHLaH, one would read up to and including the word rcd - twice, 
and then read all the Targum up to that point, before going 
further. The Aruch HaShulchan comes to the same conclusion, 
noting that stopping in the middle of the Posuk does not run afoul 
of the Gemara’s rule regarding partitions van vexp tks, because 
Moshe did make a partition at that spot, by inserting the p. 
Although Chazal deal extensively with the van vexp tks rule, 
the Poskim (Rosh, Rif, Rambam) do not rule with it. The Marpei 
LaNefesh (1:43) distinguishes between stopping in the middle of 
a Posuk, even intending to complete it (Assur) versus the middle 
of a Parsha with intent to complete it, which is Mutar, in order to 
explain our vthre on Monday, Thursday and Shabbos Mincha. It 
is based on the Gemara (Kidushin 30a) where Chazal were 
attempting to count the letters and Pesukim of the Torah, and R’ 
Yosef said, since we are not expert on words that might have an 
extra or missing letter, nor are we sure of where each Posuk ends, 
we cannot know the correct numbers. As such, one may not stop 
in the middle of a Posuk, but in middle of a Parsha is only a epx, 
and if completed, is Mutar. The Beis Aharon (11) suggests that 
because we are not experts, the Poskim did not make it Halacha. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What verbal promise is prohibited on Tisha B’Av ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Remez in the 42 ,ugxn that Bnei Yisroel didn’t travel armed or on Shabbos?)  
The Ahavas Torah notes that in the names of all 42 of the places 
Bnei Yisroel traveled through, there was no letter z (Zayin) found, 
which implies that Bnei Yisroel did not travel on the 7th day 
(Shabbos), nor did they carry ihhz hkf (weapons) with them.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is recommended that people do not move about on Tisha B’Av 
in large groups as to do so is considered a kuhy (pleasure walk) 
and will likely lead to levity and conversations that will distract 
one from the mourning spirit of the day. Two people may go 
together, and they should discuss the Churban. (MB 559:41)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Basra 10b) relates that a Persian king’s 
mother sent 400 gold pieces for Tzedaka to R’ Ami, who refused 
them; so she sent them to Rava, who accepted them. R’ Ami 
criticized Rava, pointing out that the Posuk: vbrca, vrhme achc 
discourages providing non-Jews with zechus opportunities, to 
which Rava replied that peaceful relations with the monarch takes 
precedence. The Gemara concludes that both would agree that the 
money should be distributed among non-Jews. The Rambam 
(vb,nu vhfz 8:9) rules accordingly, that unless one has no choice, 
he must avoid accepting Tzedaka from a non-Jew, but should 
accept it from a king, to keep the peace, and distribute it to non-
Jews. Some Meforshim understand that vbrca, vrhme achc only 
applies to a nation or a large group. As such, if a Jew accepts a 
donation from an individual non-Jew, the zechus is small and 
limited to the donor, whereas if the donor is a king, he might be 
viewed as representative of his nation, and the zechus of his 
mitzvah might extend to the whole nation. Therefore, the king’s 
donation should be distributed only among non-Jews. However, 
Rashi points out that Bnei Yisroel were told: vnjkn oc rd,, ktu – 
(do not incite war) with Moav, and oc rd,, ktu regarding Amon. 
vnjkn was not mentioned for Amon because Bnei Yisroel were 
obliged not to even scare Amon, though they were permitted to 
do so to Moav. This was ont ,ughbm rfac – a reward for the 
modesty of Amon’s mother - Lot’s younger daughter, who did 
not publicize Amon’s parentage, as her older sister did (with the 
name Moav). Thus, do we not see that the zechus of a seemingly 
trivial act by an individual non-Jew is not limited at all, and may 
even have consequences generations later? The Gemara (Kidushin 
17b) states that the Torah provides for a non-Jew to inherit his 
gentile father’s possessions. Rava derives it from a Posuk dealing 
with redeeming a Jewish servant from a gentile master; R’ Chiya 
derives it from: vaurh rg ,t h,,b yuk hbck. The Gemara states that 
Rava did not use R’ Chiya’s Posuk because Lot’s descendants 
were treated differently out of respect for Avrohom. As such, the 
same exception – Avrohom’s honor, could apply to the special 
unlimited zechus preserved for Amon, as Lot’s descendant.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Kollel wife decided to open a play group in the small garden outside 
her ground floor apartment’s back door. Her husband approached all the 
neighbors and received agreement from them all in writing before taking 
any steps. As they began preparations, one of the neighbors came to say 
that he wanted to retract his permission because: 1) his wife’s blood 
pressure would rise from all the noise, and 2) his 3 sons who had all 
gone off the Derech would be pushed even further away, if their 
mother’s blood pressure would suffer. The Kollel husband asked a Rav 
what to do and the Rav said that he should go forward – that the 
written permission could not be retracted – it was like a Neder. The 
neighbor asked to speak to the Rav himself, and the Rav reiterated his 
Psak. He then handed the man a bottle of wine and promised him that if 
he was Maskim, he would drink from the wine in this bottle at 3 
weddings for his sons who would be Chozer B’Teshuvah. Everything 
went well, including the Chasunahs. A Rav explained that this “,pun” 
was simply what one received from being uh,usn kg rhcgn for another. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Wercberger and Tyberg families. 


