
 

Vol 21 # 24               PLEASANT RIDGE NEWSLETTER                                   s”xc  
t”ga, A Kehilas Prozdor Publication 
 (c) 1990-2010 Leibie Sternberg                  (Monsey/Spring Valley Z’manim)                ,ufuxv dj 
 http://www.prozdor.com          Candles Mincha DafYomi     Shiur   Shachris a”ezx 
                                                                                                                                  Friday     6:32           6:45        6:00              9:00                                                  9:47 
        lhdjc ,jnau    Shabbos                         6:30               6:00                           9:00                                  9:47 
                                                                                                                                 Sunday                           6:40              7:00                         8:00              9:47 

This issue is dedicated:  

  ohhj cegh r”c ovrct b”zku     hukv ejmh r”c krgp b”zk       
Dedications ($18) and appreciations may be sent to: Kehilas Prozdor, 8 GreenHill Lane, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 (845) 354-7240 

As this contains Divrei Torah and partial Pesukim, it should be treated with proper respect, both during and after use 

 

IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kesubos 67b) states that when an orphan comes 
seeking Tzedaka in order to get married, we must provide him 
with: uk rxjh rat urxjn hs – enough for his needs, whatever he is 
lacking. The Gemara interprets these words as follows: urxjn hs 
refers to a house; rxjh rat refers to a bed and table; uk refers to a 
wife. Some Meforshim conclude that since a Posuk was necessary 
to obligate charitable assistance in securing a wife, that there is no 
general obligation to provide charity to enable the poor to fulfill 
mitzvos, such as marriage. We must certainly feed and clothe the 
poor, but we need not provide them with an Esrog or a Sukkah. 
The Biur Halachah (656) notes that for very few mitzvos (vfubj rb 
and ,uxuf ‘s) is one personally obligated to be ohj,pv kg ktua (to 
beg). Thus, if one cannot afford Arba Minim or a Sukkah, he is 
exempt, and not required to beg for funds in order to fulfill them. 
Likewise, one is not obligated to assist the poor to fulfill them, as 
they too are exempt. An exception of sorts exists with regard to 
Yom Tov. The Rambam (cuy ouh 6:18) states that one’s obligation 
to fulfill ldjc ,jnau requires that one feed not only his own 
family, but orphans, widows and the poor as well. Failure to do so 
creates a deficiency in one’s own mitzvah. This is different than 
the general mitzvah of Tzedaka, where one is not obligated to give 
if one has no money. The Gemara (Beitzah 15b) establishes that 
if one does not have sufficient funds to provide his Shabbos and 
Yom Tov needs, he must borrow the necessary money, and rely 
that Hashem will enable him to repay the loan. Thus, in order to 
fulfill ldjc ,jnau fully, including feeding the poor, one who does 
not have enough must borrow, though he would not be obligated 
to do so under Hilchos Tzedaka. R’ Yehudah Assad cites the 
Gemara (Shabbos 133a) which expounds the phrase uvubtu hk-t vz 
from which we derive ,umnc uhbpk vtb,v – beautify mitzvos before 
Hashem. Abba Shaul derives from it “uvu hbt” – that one should 
emulate Hashem’s compassionate Midos. Thus, if one fulfills the 
first Pshat and secures a beautiful Sukkah, a beautiful Lulav etc.., 
he should also fulfill Abba Shaul’s Pshat and assist the poor. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What “magic words” can one utter while standing in his Posul 
Sukkah, that will make it Kosher ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How is Erev Yom Kippur more lenient than another Erev Yom Tov ?)  
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 548:10) rules that if one was sitting Shiva  
k”jr on Erev Yom Tov, he may launder before Yom Tov, but not 
wash, as washing will become permitted to him that evening. On 
Erev Yom Kippur however, since he will not be able to wash later, 
he may also wash before evening. (Shaar HaTziun 606:25) 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who treats Simchas Torah as Purim, drinking to the extent of 
intoxication, has exchanged Simcha with the Torah for personal, 
physical pleasure, thereby tainting the Simcha of the Chag and 
destroying the Kedusha of the day. (Moadim U’Zmanim 6:79) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Yerushalmi (Succah 11b) states that a stolen Lulav is invalid 
for use on Succos, and Levi illustrates this by way of a Mashal to 
a man who served a meal to a king using the king’s own food. 
The reaction to this is: “Woe to he whose defender (rudhbx) has 
become his accuser (rudhye)”. The Korban Edah explains that an 
attempt to garner Z’chus thru the mitzvah of Arba Minim would 
instead bring focus onto the sin of the theft. However, the 
Ramban comments on the words: rsv .g hrp that Adam HaRishon 
sinned with this fruit, and despite the argument that an accuser 
cannot be a defender (rudhbx vagb rudhye iht), once the fruit is 
combined with the other 3 Minim, it is acceptable.  The Gemara 
(Zevachim 88b) states that Bigdei Kehuna provide atonement. For 
example, a Kohen’s Kesones (shirt) atones for murder, as derived 
from osc ,b,fv ,t ukcyhu. The Kehilas Yaakov (1:19) cites his 
grandfather who derives from here that rudhbx vagb rudhye iht only 
applies to Avodah Zara and nothing else, as ,b,fv ,t ukcyhu 
concerned dipping Yosef’s shirt in goat’s blood, which is hardly 
an incident worth mentioning when seeking atonement for 
murder, yet it works. However, the Kehilas Yaakov notes the 
Gemara (Yevamos 7a) which states that a Kohen who killed 
someone may not duchen, because rudhbx vagb rudhye iht. Clearly, 
it applies to bloodshed as well as Avodah Zara !  We also find 
other applications of this rule, such as the Be’er Mayim Chaim’s 
opinion that Kayin did not perform Yibum with the widow of his 
brother Hevel, because he himself had killed Hevel. The Bikurei 
Shlomo (25:110) suggests that the rule of rudhbx vagb rudhye iht 
may apply exclusively to Avodah Zara only where the underlying 
sin was done by earlier generations, or ancestors. For this reason 
we still observe restrictions on gold during Yom Kippur, based on 
the Avodah Zara of the Egel HaZahav, many years ago, unlike 
the Kaparah of the Kesones, which can still be effectuated, as it 
was not based on Avodah Zara. However, where a restriction is 
based on something which one did oneself, such as a Kohen who 
killed, then the rule will apply in all areas as well. As such, it 
would not apply to rsv .g hrp which was a non-Avodah Zara act 
of Adam, but it would apply to a Lulav that one stole himself.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Yechezkel Abramsky was once walking in the Bayit V’Gan 
neighborhood of Yerushalayim when he came across a 5-year old girl 
who was crying bitterly. R’ Yechezkel stopped and asked the young girl 
what was bothering her but she did not want to tell him. Slowly, R’ 
Yechezkel managed to coax her into telling him that she was wearing a 
brand new dress for the first time, and her friend had just told her that it 
wasn’t pretty. R’ Yechezkel told her that he thought her friend was 
wrong, and that she should tell the friend that Rav Abramsky had said 
so. Someone standing nearby asked R’ Yechezkel why he had “wasted” 
these few minutes over something so silly. R’ Yechezkel explained to 
him that when Moshiach would arrive ubhnhc curec, Chazal say that 
Hashem will erase tear(s) ohbp kf kgn – from every face. What is the 
meaning of ohbp kf ? That such tears as this little girl was shedding 
would also be erased. “Should I not be emulating Hashem’s midos and 
attempt to erase tears wherever I can, as well ?”  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Meckler family.     


