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 IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kidushin 29b) states that a father is obligated to 
(among other things) teach his son Torah, as is derived from the 
Posuk: ofhbc ,t o,ut o,snku. If one’s father does not teach him, 
he is obligated himself by the word o,snku. Rashi (Chumash) 
comments on the same Posuk (from the Sifri) that when a child 
begins to speak, a father should “chat” with him in Lashon 
HaKodesh, implying perhaps that this will facilitate his teaching 
the boy Torah. The Gemara (Succah 42a) states that when a child 
begins to speak, his father should teach him Torah and Krias 
Shema. Why do both Gemaras leave out the Sifri’s teaching of 
Lashon HaKodesh ?  VaYoel Moshe (Maamar Lashon HaKodesh 
6), suggests that the Sifri was speaking of a time prior to the 
Takanah of Yehoshua b. Gamla which set up official schooling 
for children. Prior to this, it was the father’s obligation to 
personally teach his son Torah, and as many fathers were 
occupied in making a living, it was advisable for them to teach 
their young sons Lashon HaKodesh so that they could learn 
somewhat on their own as well. However, after the Takanah there 
was no need for them to study on their own, since they would 
always have a Rebbi to teach them. Since the Gemara was written 
after this Takanah, it did not include the teaching of Lashon 
HaKodesh. The Shulchan Aruch HaRav (Talmud Torah 2:12-13) 
states that one fulfills o,snku by saying the words of Tanach, 
even if he does not understand them. However, if one does not 
understand the words of Torah SheB’al Peh, then he does not 
fulfill the mitzvah by merely saying the words. Can one fulfill 
either mitzvah with a language other than Lashon HaKodesh ? 
The Gevuras Yitzchok suggests that the Rambam (vkhp, 12:11) 
states that a Turgeman (translator) would translate what the Baal 
Koray read into vernacular for the audience by heart, and not 
from any writing. If so, other languages are considered Targum – 
Torah SheB’al Peh, and as such, one can only use such a 
language to fulfill that mitzvah, but not that of Torah SheB’Ksav.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What food may be eaten only if it belongs to a non-Jew ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When can one be Mafsik in the middle of Shema to answer Kadish ?)   
The Yabia Omer (6:9) rules that if one is davening Maariv before 
nightfall, intending to say Shema again later, he is not restricted 
by the rules against being Mafsik in the middle of Krias Shema, 
since he is not being tmuh with this Shema. As such, if he hears 
Kadish being said, he should respond.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If 2 people enter willingly into a fight (e.g. boxing, wrestling) and 
one knocks the other down, injuring him, he is not liable, because 
the goal was to knock the other down, and both knew from the 
start that injury was probable. (n”uj  421:5 see SMA ) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bechoros 44b) states that Shmuel was once giving 
a lecture when he felt the need to urinate. Someone obtained a 
cloak and held it up so that Shmuel could relieve himself with 
privacy. Later, his father told him that he had set a bad precedent, 
since one should normally not delay for purposes of privacy or 
modesty, as to do so places one in danger. Reish Lakish derives 
this from the Posuk: l,nvccu vregu reg lc ‘hvh tk – there will be 
no sterile male or female among you, and your animals. When 
will this be true among you ? When you behave like your animals 
– i.e. without modesty regarding urination. The Shulchan Aruch 
(j”ut 406:1) rules that if one went beyond the T’chum on 
Shabbos unintentionally, he is restricted to a radius of 4 Amos for 
the rest of the day. However, if he needs to relieve himself, he 
may go beyond the 4 Amos in search of a private place. The Tur 
cites a Machlokes between (his father) the Rosh, who says that 
this Heter only applies to one who needs to defecate, but not to 
one who needs to urinate (which does not require the same degree 
of privacy), and Rabbeinu Chananel, who holds that the Heter 
applies to both. The Mishna (Avodah Zarah 47b) states that if a 
Jew shares a wall with an idolatrous temple, if the wall collapses,  
the Jew may only rebuild it entirely on his own property, 4 Amos 
from the property line, so as not to give benefit to the temple. The 
Gemara asks, but won’t the temple benefit from the additional 4 
Amos of space ? The Gemara replies that the 4 Amos are to be 
used as a latrine, and since there is no privacy, it is to be used for 
children. The Marish B’Birah asks: why did the Gemara not say 
that it is to be used for urination, which needs no privacy ? He 
answers that since urine is absorbed into the ground, such use 
will not detract from the forbidden benefit to the avodah zarah.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When the [author of the] Yetev Lev was a young man, he lived in Uhel 
with his grandfather, the Yismach Moshe. A Shidduch was proposed for 
him with the daughter of the Rav of Toltshiva, but for some reason, 
related to the arrangement of the “Nadin” (dowry), the Shidduch had 
not been finalized. In Toltshiva, a wealthy merchant who knew that the 
Rav could not afford to give a Nadin, assumed (i.e. feared) that the Rav 
would call upon him to give the necessary funds. He decided therefore 
to try and break up the Shidduch. He traveled to Uhel and presented 
himself in the kitchen of the Yismach Moshe, where the Rebbetzin asked 
him where he was from. When he replied ToltShiva, she asked him if he 
knew the Rav’s daughter. He said yes, and then commented on the 
delay with her engagement, assuming it was because the Rav had no 
money for the Nadin. When the Rebbitzin heard this, she immediately 
went to her husband to complain that they were marrying their 
grandson off to a poor Rav who couldn’t come up with a Nadin. The 
Yismach Moshe called to the Sofer and asked him to prepare the 
Tenaim right away. To his wife’s surprised look he said: “Until now I 
thought the Rav of Toltshiva needed extra time to arrange a Nadin. Now 
that I see that time won’t help him, why should I cause him additional 
pain ? Let us finalize the Shidduch immediately !”  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Wercberger family.  


