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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Zevachim 91a) states that Kohanim are permitted to 
eat Kodashim prepared however they like it - cooked, roasted, 
etc.. because the Posuk says: vjank oh,,b lk and vjank denotes 
vkusd – the way kings eat. Tosafos (Yoma 68a) comments that 
although Chazal have stated that no one may sit in the Azarah 
except for kings from the line of Dovid HaMelech, still, Kohanim 
are permitted to sit when they eat Kodashim because of the 
Posuk: vjank, which grants them vkusd. The Yam Shel Shlomo 
(Kidushin 1:54) applies the same vkusd aspect to the giving of all 
Matanos Kehunah, requiring (e.g.) that the Kohen be seated 
during Pidyan HaBen, and the father be standing. The Gemara 
(Gittin 70a) states that there are 3 things which weaken one’s 
bodily strength, and one of them is to eat while standing up. As 
such, would not the Kohanim have presumably sat while eating 
Kodashim, regardless of the Drasha from vjank because of the 
danger inherent in eating while standing ? The Gemara (Shabbos 
63a) states that if one performs a mitzvah properly, he will be 
protected from bad. The Noda B’Yehudah (g”vt 1:10) uses this 
rule to permit Yibum with a ,hbkye - a woman who was widowed 
twice. Meforshim ask, if so, why do we not circumcise a child 
whose older brothers died from a Bris Milah ? Some suggest that 
the danger of a ,hbkye is spiritual, where a mitzvah can serve as 
protection, whereas the Bris Milah danger is physical, and one 
may not rely on a mitzvah. Eating Kodashim is certainly 
fulfillment of a mitzvah (see Sefer HaChinuch 102). However, 
would this gr rcs gsh tk vumn rnua rule apply to protect Kohanim 
from danger if they ate standing up ? It may depend upon whether 
the danger is spiritual or physical. If spiritual, the mitzvah would 
help, and there would be no need for the Kohanim to sit. If so, the 
only mandate for the Kohanim to sit in the Azarah while eating 
would have to come from the Drasha of vjank.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What activity is forbidden to perform in one’s own property, but 
permitted in someone else’s ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one sleep in a room where a light was turned off on Shabbos ?)  
The Mishna Halachos (6:78) distinguishes this from eating 
something cooked on Shabbos, since the act of cooking rendered 
the food edible, whereas the room was amenable to sleep even 
with the light on, and shutting it only removed an impediment. 
Still, to refrain from sleeping there would be a Kiddush HaShem. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One is obligated by the Torah to say Birchas HaMazon if he has 
eaten vghca hsf – a satiating amount. This amount is subjective, 
depending on the person. If one is ill and cannot eat his normal 
amount, or one is used to eating very little, then for him, that is 
vghca hsf. However, for a glutton, who is satiated only by an 
extraordinary amount of food, the standard of vghca hsf is that 
amount which normal people prepare for a meal. (MB 184:22) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 118b) quotes R’ Yosi who stated that he is 
not a Kohen, but if his friends (i.e. Chazal) were to tell him to go 
up and duchan, he would listen to them and do so. Tosafos notes 
that apparently, R’ Yosi was not aware of any Issur in doing so, 
as long as he didn’t recite the brocho. How is duchaning any 
different from other activities exclusive to Kohanim, such as the 
Ketores, where 250 non-Kohanim ,ruye hchren died in Korach’s 
rebellion? The Gemara (Kesubos 24b) considers whether one can 
presume that someone is a bona fide Kohen from the fact that he 
duchans, the same way that such an assumption might be based 
on the fact that he eats Terumah. The Gemara distinguishes the 
two cases, stating that Terumah is eaten in private and a non-
Kohen might “get away with it”, whereas for someone to get up in 
public and duchan if he isn’t a Kohen is the height of Chutzpah. 
Wouldn’t R’ Yosi seemingly have had such “Chutzpah” ? The 
Hafla’ah asks several other questions on this Gemara before 
suggesting that an Issur may only exist for a non-Kohen when he 
gets up and duchans with other Kohanim. However, when he 
duchans alone, there may not be an Issur. This is based on the 
opinion of the Charedim, who holds that just as there is an 
obligation for Kohanim to bless Bnei Yisroel, so too there is an 
obligation on Bnei Yisroel to be blessed by Kohanim. It is similar 
to Yibum, where the mitzvah obligates the Yavam, but the 
Yevamah must also have a mitzvah to have Yibum performed with 
her. Otherwise, what removes her Issur of being an jt ,at, 
without a mitzvah ? Thus, if a non-Kohen joins Kohanim to 
duchan, he is forfeiting his mitzvah to be blessed. But if he 
duchans alone, he does not, as there was no other Kohen to bless 
him. As such, the Gemara would consider it a Chutzpah for a 
non-Kohen to join other Kohanim publicly to duchan, as he 
forfeits his mitzvah lrc,vk. However, R’ Yosi would have only 
gone up to duchan alone, not forfeiting anything, and as Tosafos 
said, his only problem would have been reciting the brocho.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Zorach Braverman, one of the foremost Talmidim of R’ Yehoshua Leib 
Diskin (19th century Rav of Yerushalayim) dreamt one Friday night that 
one of his former Talmidim was smoking a cigarette on Shabbos. When 
R’ Zorach dreamt the same dream on the following Shabbos, he 
immediately got in touch with the Talmid, who admitted that it was true. 
R’ Zorach asked him how this had come to pass, and the young man 
said that as a child, he had studied in a school in Rishon L’Tzion where 
one of his teachers had tried to promote independence in the students, 
encouraging them constantly to do as they pleased in life. He was 
unable to shake off this advice, which clung to him and intensified 
during moments of weakness. R’ Zorach immediately gathered his entire 
family and asked them all to donate whatever valuables or jewelry they 
possessed, with which he proceeded to open the first Cheder in Rishon 
L’Tzion, hiring a Melamed whose Hashkafos would not produce the 
same danger to Torah Chinuch. This then became R’ Zorach’s project, 
continuing to open Chadorim wherever he could, for the rest of his life.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


