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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 6a) states that one’s Tefilah is ,gnab 
(heard) only (when recited) in a Beis HaKnesses, as indicated in 
the Posuk: vkhp,v ktu vbhrv kt gunak - that in a Beis HaKnesses 
Hashem’s praises are sung with a pleasant melody (Rashi).  The 
Gemara relates (ibid 7b) that R’ Yitzchok asked R’ Nachman 
why he doesn’t come to Shul and R’ Nachman answered that he is 
too weak. “Why do you not then bring a minyan to your house?” 
R’ Nachman did not wish to burden them. “Then you should ask 
to be notified when the Tzibur davens, so that you may daven at 
the same time”. R’ Nachman asked “Is there such a need ?” R’ 
Yitzchok replied “When the Tzibur davens, it is an iumr ,g – a 
favorable time”. The Netziv questions why an individual must 
synchronize his Tefilah with that of the local Shul. Surely there is 
another Shul somewhere that is davening ! The Netziv cites a 
Gemara (Avodah Zara 4b) which states that an individual should 
not daven Musaf on Rosh HaShanah during the first 3 hours of 
the day (without a minyan) because he might be judged then, and 
without a Tzibur, his Tefilah might be rejected. What about 
Shacharis ? The Gemara explains that since some Tzibur 
somewhere is davening Shacharis then, his Shacharis will not be 
rejected. As such, why did R’ Yitzchok suggest that R’ Nachman 
be notified when his local Shul was davening ? The Machatzis 
HaShekel (j”ut 90:17) explains the difference between ,gnab 
(heard) and ,hjsb vbht (not rejected)  whereby ,hjsb vbht means 
there is S’char for the mitzvah of Tefilah but one will not get what 
one is asking for; ,gnab means one will get what one is asking for 
(or close to it).  As such, it is apparent that there are several levels 
of Tefilah. The first is to daven in Shul with a Tzibur; the second 
is to daven with a Tzibur in one’s house; the third is to daven 
alone when the local Tzibur is davening and the fourth is to daven 
alone and rely that some Tzibur somewhere is davening then as 
well. And then, if one davens at the wrong time, the Tefilah will 
be rejected. Why then did Moshe daven on  behalf of Miriam, 
saying vk tb tpr tb k-t without a Tzibur ? The answer is that 
Moshe was not kkp,n – he was egum (crying out) which is 
effective anytime, with or without a Tzibur. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which of the 24 Sifrei Tanach may one recite entirely by heart ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(For which Tefilah is a minor boy customarily allowed to be Shliach Tzibur ?)  
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 53:10) cites a minhag to allow a boy under 
Bar Mitzvah to daven as Shilach Tzibur for Maariv on Motzai 
Shabbos, since he need not be thmun anyone. a”g  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one finished saying Kadish for a parent who was a Mechalel 
Shabbos, though it might seem “useful” to continue after the year 
is up, he should not, out of respect. However, it would be proper 
to study Mishnayos and say Kadish D’Rabonon every day, even 
for a parent who was a ohna trh. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 4:20) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim 6a) states: iharusu ihktua – we begin to 
ask questions and darshen about Pesach 30 days before Pesach. 
This is derived from the fact that Moshe stood on Pesach and 
explained the laws of Pesach Sheni (30 days away) to Bnei 
Yisroel. The Meforshim point out that Moshe did not speak to 
Bnei Yisroel about the Korban Pesach itself until Rosh Chodesh 
Nisan (iuatrv asjc…,hbav vbac). Why did he not begin 15 days 
before which would have been 30 days before Pesach ? The 
Gemara (Yevamos 72b) explains that Bnei Yisroel did not perform 
a Bris Milah on their children while in the Midbar because the 
north wind did not blow (by day) all 40 years, making the 
conditions dangerous for Bris Milah. Tosafos cites the Sifri who 
comments that to the shame of Bnei Yisroel, the only Korban 
Pesach offered all 40 years was the one offered a year after 
Yetzias Mitzrayim, because, as the Gemara (ibid 70b) states, if 
children are not circumcised, their father may also not partake of 
the Korban Pesach. If so, how were they able to offer the Korban 
Pesach even that one time ? It must have been a vga ,truv – a 
one time ruling, evidenced by the fact that Hashem instructed 
Moshe to initiate the Korban Pesach process despite the existence 
of uncircumcised children. Perhaps for this reason, Moshe did not 
begin discussing the laws of Korban Pesach 30 days before 
Pesach, since at that time Moshe had to assume there would be no 
Korban Pesach. It was only when Hashem instructed him on 
Rosh Chodesh that Moshe understood an exception was being 
made. The Gemara (ibid 72a) states that the north wind blows 
every night at midnight. Why couldn’t Bris Milah have been 
performed then in safety ? R’ Elazar expounds on the word 
(hbhnav) ouhcu that even after the 8th day, it may only be performed 
by day. R’ Yochanan commented that R’ Elazar’s exposition is 
similar to Moshe speaking in the name of Hashem. HaDrash 
V’HaIyun suggests that this strange comment follows from the 
above. Since Moshe assumed there would be no Korban Pesach, 
it follows that he understood Bris Milah could not be performed 
by day or night. Moshe therefore waited for Hashem’s command, 
which he conveyed directly as instructed, to Bnei Yisroel.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A wealthy man who had just been blessed with a child after many years 
wished to donate 20% of his assets to medical research but could not 
decide between fertility research and eye disease research, since Chazal 
say about both the childless and the blind, that they are compared to the 
dead.  His question (which was more appropriate) was  sent to R' Chaim 
Kanievsky, who replied that eye care research should be favored. His 
reasoning was as follows: The Shulchan Aruch (j"ut 473:5) states that 
when choosing a vegetable for use as Maror at the Seder, one should 
select the first type mentioned in the list of the Mishna (Pesachim 39a), 
and if that is not possible, he should choose the second one listed etc..., 
in the order stated. Thus, we see that Chazal's order is significant. So 
too, when the Gemara (Nedarim 64b) lists the four men who are 
considered as if dead, the pauper, the leper, the blind and the childless, 
he blind comes before the childless, establishing its priority.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


