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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Nedarim 55a) derives from vb,n rcsnnu that one 
who makes himself like a wilderness (available to teach Torah to 
everyone) will merit to receive the Torah as a gift, but one who 
becomes arrogant will experience a downfall, as is derived from 
thdv ,uncnu. The Gemara (Pesachim 66b) confirms that an 
arrogant ofj loses his wisdom, as Chazal state: kvtc ,unh hf ost 
– the Torah will exist only within those who behave as if they 
were dead. The Rema (s”uh 245:8) states that immediately upon a 
child reaching the age of 3, he is to be taught the letters of the 
Torah, so he can become accustomed to read from it. Although 
the accepted Remez to cutting a child’s hair at the age of 3 comes 
from the Posuk: ohkrg  ofk ‘hvh ohba aka, the Maharam Brisk 
(2:98) notes that a connection exists between a child’s Torah 
Chinuch beginning at the age of 3, and the fact that his hair is cut 
at that same age. The Gemara (Nazir 4b) illustrates how hair can 
generate feelings of arrogance, with the story of Shimon HaTzadik 
and the young Nazir whose purpose in becoming a Nazir was to 
cut off all of his hair to rid himself of those feelings. Additionally, 
the Gemara (Sotah 9b) describes how Avshalom developed 
arrogance from his hair, which eventually led him literally to his 
death. For three years, a child grows his hair, which is often 
viewed as a thing of beauty. But in order for the child to begin the 
study of Torah with innocence and purity, it is necessary to 
remove that symbol of the Yetzer HoRa’s influence, leaving 
behind only the Peyos, to make him distinct from all the members 
of other nations. The Arugas HaBosem (j”ut 210) was asked if 
one could move a child’s first haircut forward, cutting the hair 
earlier than at age 3 to relieve him of the burden of the hair. Citing 
the Yalkut, the Arugas HaBosem replied that before age 3, a child 
is not ready for Chinuch, and as such, the hair should not be cut. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Although the general rule is that vutaga ohba (where 2 people do 
a Melachah on Shabbos that one person could have done) are 
ruyp, where is the opposite true – 1 person is ruyp and 2 are chhj ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(If a driver hits a parked car while talking on a cell phone, must he pay ?)  
R’ Eliashiv ZTL held that although he is certainly responsible, he 
is also deemed a ;sur because of the danger he threatens everyone 
with, driving that way. As such, the Mishna (Sanhedrin 72a) states 
that since a ;sur may be killed, that “death sentence” hanging over 
him relieves him from having to pay monetary liability. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not speak during the reading of the Torah or the 
Haftorah, but one need not stand during those readings. However, 
one must stand when the Sefer Torah is being carried, without 
leaning on anything. One must also stand when the Oleh says  ufrc 
and sgu okugk lrucnv ‘s lurc. (MB 146:17-18)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kesubos 50a) states that Chazal instituted in Usha 
that a father should coax his son gently to study Torah up until the 
age of 12. After that, if he still refuses to study, the father should 
use forms of punishment to encourage him, such as a strap and 
depriving him of food. The Rambam (vru, sunk, 2:2) and the 
Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 245:10) make no mention of this Takanah, 
and in fact, the Rambam sanctions use of a (small) strap starting at 
age 6 or 7, if done correctly. The Gemara (Makos 16b) states that 
a ohcr ,gs kg rsb (vow made dependent on public consent) cannot 
be annulled, unless the vow prevents someone from performing a 
mitzvah, as it is assumed that the public would agree unanimously 
to annul in such a case. As an example, the Gemara relates that a 
certain teacher heubhc gap – hit the children too much, and he was 
forced to make a ohcr ,gs kg rsb never to teach again, but Ravina 
annulled the vow because no other teacher taught as precisely as 
he did. Yet, the Pischei Teshuvah (s”uh 245:3) cites a Psak where 
a teacher broke a student’s leg and was obligated to pay the 5 
forms of damages, and was put into Cherem until he appeased the 
student. The Yalkut Shimoni (763) notes that the Posuk states: 
gkxv kt o,rcsu and not o,hfvu (as the Posuk said rumc ,hfvu in 
Parshas BeShalach), pointing out that when a child is small, his 
teacher may slap him occasionally to encourage his study, but 
when he gets older, the coaxing is done with words. So too, 
Moshe was told to strike the small rock (rum), but for the large one 
(gkx) he was told o,rcsu. The Gemara (Moed Katan 17a) states 
that one who strikes an adult son violates rug hbpk and should be 
put in Cherem. Clearly, this Gemara is at odds with the Takanah 
enacted in Usha, and since the Rambam (ohrnn 6:9) rules 
accordingly, he did not see fit to mention the Takanah in his Psak.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Yonah Lefkowitz was sent to gather signatures from Rabbonim in 
Eretz Yisroel for a petition seeking to minimize forced integration 
between religious and anti-religious communities. One Rav in the Old 
City refused to sign, saying that he was always busy learning and had no 
interest in what was happening outside. When the Satmar Rebbe ZT”L 
heard this, he told R’ Yonah to say that the Rashbam always walked 
around with closed eyes. Once, as he was climbing aboard a wagon, his 
closed eyes did not see that the wagon was being pulled by a horse and 
a mule, which violates the Issur of Kilayim. Fortunately, his brother, 
Rabbeinu Tam noticed and said to him: “Don’t be too great a Tzadik. 
Open your eyes and you will see what is pulling your wagon !” The 
Rebbe continued: “This story is brought by the Mordechai (Eruvin t”p) 
and one should notice that the Mordechai, whose words are normally 
sparing, decided to bring the exact language of Rabbeinu Tam, instead 
of just paraphrasing his remarks concerning opening the eyes. From 
here one can see that a person must be prepared to notice what is going 
on around him, lest he be caught up and trapped in an Issur of Kilayim”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


