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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Ramban quotes a txrhd of Targum Onkelos on the Posuk: 
jra rat ,c oau, which states that Serach was not the daughter of 
Asher, but rather the daughter of Asher’s wife. Since Asher raised 
her, she was referred to as rat ,c. The Chasam Sofer (g”vt 76) 
was faced with a situation where after a man died, his oldest son 
(from among several) decided to marry his deceased father’s sister 
(which is ruxt), claiming that he was not his father’s biological 
son, but rather a stepson, and the mother confirmed his story. 
However, the Chasam Sofer held inter alia, that a man does not 
call a stepson “son” if he has real sons, so as not to confuse the 
issue when inheritance must be divided. The fact that Serach was 
called rat ,c (Asher’s daughter) was only because a daughter 
would not inherit if there are sons, and no confusion or harm 
could result from calling her “daughter”. Therefore, the fact that 
the deceased father called him son for almost 30 years, that he was 
called up for an Aliyah as his father’s son and no one had the 
slightest suspicion that he might be a stepson, creates a strong 
enough vezj to defeat his claim, and accordingly, the Chasam 
Sofer ruled that they may not remain together, and he must give 
her a Get for her to remarry. The Minchas Yitzchok (1:136) cites 
the arguments of the Chasam Sofer in resolving the question of a 
boy born to a gentile mother and Jewish father. The mother and 
boy converted; the mother then married the father ihsf, and they 
raised their son properly. He now wishes to be called up for an 
Aliyah as his father’s son. The Minchas Yitzchok resisted all 
arguments to distinguish this rd from other converts, concluding 
that since he is a skuba iye, he has no familial relationship with his 
biological father at all.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If there are only 2 berachos vru,v in (Birchas HaMazon and 
Birchas HaTorah), then initially, saying any other brocho would 
be a brocho vkyck and transgress ta, tk. What then gave Chazal 
the right to institute berachos ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which food takes precedence between a white one and black one ?)  
The Gemara (Shabbos 77b) states that goats (black) always walk 
at the head of a flock while sheep (white) walk behind, to imitate 
,hatrc vagn where night came before day. However, the Gemara 
(Kerisus 28b) notes that in every Posuk where both are mentioned 
(for a Korban), acf always precedes zg, so for everyday food, 
black should go first, while for Kodoshim, white should go first. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
During the 3 weeks preceding Tisha B’Av, one should refrain 
from saying a ubhhjva brocho on new fruit, and should therefore 
not eat any. A pregnant woman or sick person may eat one, 
without the ubhhjva.  It is best, if someone did eat a new fruit 
without ubhhjva, that after Tisha B’Av, when he next eats another 
fruit over which he will say ubhhjva, that he have the earlier fruit  
in mind as well. (Shaarei Teshuvah 551:38)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 34a) quotes Abaye who organizes the 
chronology of the Avodah in the Beis HaMikdash, and Abaye says 
that just as repeating the word recc in a Posuk implies earlier in 
the morning, so too, repeating ouhcu implies later, in the full light 
of day. Based on this, the Mordechai (Shabbos 398) states that 
during the week, one rises early to daven or study Torah, but on 
Shabbos morning one sleeps later, since the Posuk refers to the 
daily Korban Tamid as being brought recc, whereas on Shabbos, 
the Posuk states ,cav ouhcu, and ouhcu implies later. The Rema 
(j”ut 281:1) adds that for this reason it is customary to come to 
Shul to daven a little later on Shabbos morning. The Aruch 
HaShulchan (j”ut 281:1) cites the Gemara (Megilah 23a) which 
states that on Shabbos, ,xbfv ,hck tuck ihrvnn (one hurries to 
Shul) where Rashi explains that ihrvnn means in time to recite 
Shema just before sunrise, iheh,uf. If so, how could the Rema 
suggest that one come to Shul later ? The Aruch HaShuchan 
suggests that the Gemara states ihrvnn on Shabbos only to 
distinguish it from Yom Tov - not a weekday. Regarding Yom Tov 
the Gemara says ihrjtn (one goes later), because on Shabbos 
morning there are no preparations remaining to delay him, 
whereas on Yom Tov morning there may still be some last-minute 
activities to be done before going off to Shul. However, if as 
Rashi explains, one will be saying Shema iheh,uf on Shabbos 
morning, how could this reconcile with the Mordechai and Rema, 
who advocate coming later ? Can Shema be said during the week 
before the time of iheh,uf ?! The Mishna (Berachos 30b) states 
that ohbuatrv ohshxj would prepare for an hour before davening, 
and the GRA deduces that they prepared by praying for the ability 
to concentrate properly later in Shemona Esrei. The Mordechai 
may have meant that all week, one rises early, long before sunrise, 
either to prepare by davening, as the GRA suggests, or to study 
Torah, and then recite Shema iheh,uf.  On Shabbos, one would 
sleep a little longer, but still arrive in Shul to recite Shema iheh,uf.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When the Yid HaKadosh was first married, he lived in his wife’s town 
and studied Torah all day, under his father-in-law’s support. Nearby, a 
blacksmith conducted his business, and every morning, the young man 
would be awakened by the blacksmith’s hammer. One day, the Yid 
HaKadosh thought to himself “How can I allow myself to be awakened 
by the blacksmith as he goes about his mundane business ? It is 
embarrassing”. And so, the young man resolved to rise earlier than the 
blacksmith, and was successful. The blacksmith, when opening his 
business the next morning, heard the sounds of Torah study nearby, and 
said to himself, “Listen to the sounds of Torah study from a newly 
married young man who has no children or expenses. If he can rise so 
early, then I, who have a family to support should surely rise early to 
earn as much as I can for my family”. The Yid HaKadosh was surprised 
to hear the smith’s hammer waking him the next morning, and resolved 
to rise each morning at dawn to study, a regimen he kept for many 
years. He once remarked that all he was able to accomplish was thanks 
to the blacksmith.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Zelcer family. 


