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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 16a) states that seven years after 
one’s death, one’s spine turns into a demon (vrsa  sa). The 
Gemara qualifies this, saying that it only happens to one who did 
not bow for ohsun. Some have a txrhd (version) that says it 
happens after 70 years instead of 7. The Meforshim explain that 
the bowing of ohsun is an act of respect and deference, affiliated 
with the future building of the Beis HaMikdash (c”c), and if one 
does not bow properly, disjointing all the vertebrae in his spine, it 
is as if he denied Moshiach and Techias HaMeisim. As such, he is 
categorized as one who does not expect his spinal nerves and 
vertebrae to resurrect again after his death, which will be the fate 
of demons, not of humans. As this unique physiological ability to 
disjoint is limited to the spine, the consequence does not apply to 
other limbs and bones of the body. Nevertheless, if one were 
weak, and physically able to bow only once during Shemona 
Esrei, it would make sense that one should do so at the beginning, 
during Avos. This is because at the beginning of Shemona Esrei, 
when one is able to bow, one must do so in order to greet the 
King, and later, at ohsun, one would be an xubt, and be Potur (see 
Chashukei Chemed – Bava Kama 109). The Biur Halacha (344) 
rules similarly regarding a Jewish soldier forced by the army to do 
a vftkn, but given the choice to do it either Friday ,uanav ihc or 
Shabbos day. The Biur Halacha concludes that it is better to do it 
on Shabbos day, when he is clearly being forced (xbut) rather than 
,uanav ihc, when it might appear as if he is doing it by choice, 
because of the epx. The Yaaros Devash apparently had a txrhd 
that said such an unbending spine would convert in the earth to a 
snake, to whom everything tastes like earth. Rashi points out on 
the words ohcmb utmh that Dasan and Aviram emerged arrogantly 
vpuez vnuec, standing erect without the deference of bowing, as a 
precursor to their eventual fate, when they entered the earth alive.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is a threat to commit suicide deemed Pikuach Nefesh, so that one 
may be Mechalel Shabbos to prevent it ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would marriage be permitted on Shabbos, but not Yom Tov ?)  
Marriage is prohibited on Shabbos for fear one might write, but 
for ,uhrcv sucf - to prevent embarrassment, it is allowed. On Yom 
Tov, it is prohibited because vjnac vjna ihcrgn iht, which may 
be D’Oraisa, so ,uhrcv sucf will not permit it.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should not be too lazy to expend the effort necessary to 
gather a minyan for Tefilah. How great is the mitzvah for one who 
lives in a small community to commit himself to gathering a 
minyan in order to keep a regular minyan going (even in the 
summer – ed.). If one who is from the first ten members of the 
minyan receives S’char equivalent to the sum of all who come 
afterwards, certainly the one who toiled to gather them together in 
the first place merits such S’char. (MB 55:73) 

DID YOU KNOv W THAT ....   
The Gemara (Succah 53a) relates that water began to rise out of 
an underground abyss and threatened to flood the whole world. 
Dovid HaMelech, in an attempt to stop the flood, asked if anyone 
knew whether it was permitted to write Hashem’s name on a shard 
of pottery, and throw it onto the water source, which Dovid 
believed would stop the flow. Achitofel replied that if Hashem’s 
name could be erased for purposes of Shalom Bayis with regard to 
a Sotah, it should certainly be permitted to erase it to save lives 
from a flood. If Dovid was concerned over the permissibility of 
erasing Hashem’s name, which is “only” a utk , why would he be 
unsure in an obvious situation of Pikuach Nefesh ? Doesn’t 
Pikuach Nefesh permit even Chilul Shabbos, which is much more 
serious ? Especially here, where the whole world was threatened, 
there should have been no question ! Tuv Taam VoDaas (239) 
notes that from here we see that only natural efforts are exempt 
from Issur in Pikuach Nefesh situations. Placing a pottery shard 
with Hashem’s name to stop a flood is supernatural, and one may 
not transgress, even a utk, in an effort to secure a miracle, as the 
Rambam rules in his Peirush on the Mishna (Yoma 83a). Some 
Acharonim hold that the Rambam was referring only to untested 
remedies, but it seems from Dovid’s question that he knew the 
shard would be effective, and the issue was not whether one was 
permitted to use an untested remedy, but even a tested one. The 
Dovev Maisharim (1:114) points out how Tosafos (Bava Metzia 
114b) explains that Eliyahu (a Kohen) became Tomay thru contact 
with the son of the Shunamis, because he “knew” he would revive 
him, and therefore Pikuach Nefesh permitted him to become 
Tomay, to effect such a miracle. The question is asked, how could 
Aharon transgress and smoke the Ketores outside of the Mishkan 
in order to stop the epidemic that was killing Bnei Yisroel ? 
Wasn’t the efficacy of the Ketores supernatural ? Ohr HaChaim 
Hakadosh says it was a vga ,truv, but according to those who 
understand the Rambam to refer to untested remedies only, the 
power of the Ketores was well-established, and deemed tested.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Brisker Rav once went for a walk in Yerushalayim, accompanied by 
R' Chaim Solomon. As they were walking along, a man came up to them 
and, sticking his hand in their faces, loudly demanded "Tzedaka ! 
Tzedaka !" The Brisker Rav stood still and did not make a move to give 
him anything. The man repeated himself again, and this time R' Chaim 
Solomon began fishing in his pocket for some coins. The Brisker Rav 
quickly motioned to R' Chaim to stop. When the man finally left them, 
the Brisker Rav explained to R' Chaim that Shlomo HaMelech informs us 
in a Posuk in Mishlei (18:23): ,uzg vbgh rhagu ar rcsh ohbubj, - the 
poor man speaks supplications but a wealthy man speaks brazenly.  
Since this man spoke in such a fashion with such an attitude, it is a sure 
sign that he has a lot of money.       
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.. 


