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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Taanis 14a) states: ,cac ihghr,n ukt kg - we cry out 
[even] on Shabbos when a city is besieged by enemy soldiers or 
threatened by a flood, or a ship is floundering at sea. The cry must 
be for aid, not as supplication. The Gemara asks, how does one 
cry out ? and answers, with a Shofar. The Gemara points out that 
a Shofar is not to be blown on Shabbos, so the crying must be 
done with a loud recital of the Tefilah of ubbg. The vnfjv ihgn cites 
the Rambam (,hbg, 1:1) who says that it is a vag ,umn to blow 
trumpets when misfortune threatens the community, as derived 
from the Posuk: ,urmumjc o,ugrvu. If it is a vag ,umn, how could 
Chazal decree that a Shofar not be blown ? If it was for fear that 
one might carry it, like on Rosh HaShanah, the RaN explains that 
Chazal only did so on Rosh HaShanah because of the additional 
reason that we are not expert enough with the calendar to 
guarantee that Rosh HaShanah was supposed to fall on Shabbos. 
However, in the misfortune situation, there is no such concern, so 
why have Chazal prohibited it ? The Minchas Yitzchok (3:22) 
suggests that the Gemara itself already answered this question by 
qualifying the cry as a call for help rather than a Tefilah. Rashi 
explains that vegm is inappropriate on Shabbos, and despite the 
seriousness of the situation, there is no guarantee that crying out 
with vegm will successfully resolve the problem. Therefore, one 
may not disturb the Kedushah of Shabbos with vegm. Although 
the Gemara concludes that the Tefilah of ubbg would be acceptable, 
the blowing of Shofar, which also is not guaranteed to “work”, is 
an imperfect performance of the vag ,umn and remains prohibited 
as unsuitable on Shabbos.  How could Shofar blowing during the 
week fulfill the mitzvah, and yet on Shabbos, fail ? Perhaps, since 
Shofar traditionally has a spiritual side to it – of,bhan ohbhah urug, 
the Gemara’s suggestion of the Shabbos ihghr,n as either Shofar 
or Tefilah was focused on a spiritual goal of Teshuvah to resolve 
the threat, which unfortunately may not “work” if Teshuvah is not 
done, whereas the weekday Shofar was a simple call to arms.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would a Tzibur take out 4 Sifrei Torah vkhj,fk and read 
different parts of the Torah from each, one after the other ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is it a mitzvah to join with Jews and gentiles for a drink ?)  
The Rambam (,uruxt ,ukftn 17:9-10) states that one should not 
join with non-Jews in a drinking party unless there was a majority 
of Jews. The Pri Chadash (s”uh 114:6) opines that vmjn kg vmjn 
(half Jews and half gentiles) is still forbidden. Thus, if a Jew 
happens upon such a gathering of vmjn kg vmjn, it is a mitzvah to 
join them, increasing the Jews to a majority, and making it r,un.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Publishers of new Sefarim retain exclusive rights to the Sefer for a 
reasonable time. In the past, publishers were given up to 15 years, 
because there were few buyers, and 15 years were needed to 
recoup their expenses. Today, with v"c many buyers, much less 
time is required. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 3:466) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kesubos 65b) states that if a man and his wife each 
established an Eruv Techumin in opposite directions, such that 
neither of them could accompany the other beyond city limits on 
Shabbos, their young child is bound by the mother’s Eruv, as the 
need for a mother’s care exceeds that of a father. This is 
evidenced from the fact that a father must increase his wife’s food 
allotment when she gives birth, because it is expected that the 
child will be eating with her. This expectation, according to some 
Rishonim (Rashi, RaN) is the basis for a father’s obligation to 
support his children until the age of six. In fact, the Rambam 
(,uaht 12:14) clearly states that just as a man must support his 
wife, he must also support his young children – binding children 
to their mother. However, the Rosh (17:7) and Rivash (41) hold 
that a father’s support obligation is separate from his obligation as 
a husband, for it also exists when a child is born out of wedlock, 
where there is no wife to support. One difference between these 
two positions might be based on the last line of the Mishna 
(Kesubos 64b) which states that the level of a wife’s support is 
commensurate with her husband’s wealth. If a child’s support is 
part of its mother’s support, the child would also profit by having 
a wealthy father. If however, the child’s support is separate from 
its mother’s, it would be measured by the child’s need. Although 
the Torah only obligates a father to support his children until age 
six, Chazal have required fathers to continue support beyond that 
age. The Sfas Emes told a recalcitrant father that from Moshe’s 
words: …rac hk ihtn …uvh,shkh hfbt ot we may derive a father’s 
continuing support obligation, provided the father can afford it. 
However, a mother has no such obligation, which complicates 
matters should the parents divorce, since the mother may walk 
away from the children if she so chooses (z”gvct 82:8).  A mother 
has the “right” to custody of a daughter (ibid 82:7) because it 
makes sense, but since the right is defined in terms of the 
daughter’s welfare, the mother can lose it by behaving 
inappropriately (see Pischei Teshuvah z”gvct 82:6).   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Shlomo Laurencz was once accompanying the Brisker Rav during the 
Levaya of a prominent Talmid Chochom, on Erev Yom Kippur. As they 
walked along, the Brisker Rav commented that certain Hashkafos of the 
Niftar were incorrect and he proceeded to state what they were and 
why they were wrong. R' Shlomo found it strange that at a time when 
people usually praise a Niftar, the Brisker Rav was speaking ill of him, 
and particularly on Erev Yom Kippur ! When he voiced his thoughts, the 
Brisker Rav explained to him that in Hilchos Lashon HoRa, one is 
permitted and even obligated to speak up where one can thereby save a 
Jew from being cheated out of a few Liras. How much more so must 
one speak up to prevent a Jew from being influenced by an incorrect 
Hashkafah, which is potentially much more damaging. "I told you this 
now, when your appreciation of the Niftar's greatness was at its peak, to 
prevent your blind acceptance of his errors. To assure myself that I had 
no personal interest in saying the Lashon HoRa,  I said it all today."          
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


