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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 426:2) rules that one must recite the 
Tefilah of asujv aushe (a.k.a vbck aushe) on Motzai Shabbos 
because at that time, one is dressed in nicer clothing and is oaucn 
- smells nicer. The Rema  adds that this is true only when Motzai 
Shabbos falls within the first nine days of the month. The GR”A 
ties this position of the Rema to the Gemara in Yevamos (39a) 
which discusses a situation where a widow is presented for Yibum 
to several brothers. The preferred mitzvah in such a case is 1) for 
Yibum rather than Chalitzah to take place, and 2) for the eldest 
brother to perform the Yibum. If the eldest brother is abroad and 
cannot do the mitzvah, one of the other brothers is required to 
take his place. If all the other brothers prefer to perform Chalitzah 
rather than Yibum, but there is one brother who is still a Katan 
(minor), it is possible that when this brother becomes Bar 
Mitzvah, he may be willing to do Yibum. Perhaps we should wait, 
either until the eldest brother returns from abroad, or until the 
Katan becomes Bar Mitzvah, in order that the mitzvah be 
performed in a preferred manner. To this, the Gemara answers 
“ibhvan tk vumn hhuva” - we do not delay the performance of a 
mitzvah, and one of the other brothers should do Chalitzah 
immediately. Why then do we wait for vbck aushe at all ? The 
Terumas HaDeshen (35) notes that as a practical matter, waiting 
until Motzai Shabbos could put the mitzvah at risk, if the next few 
days proved cloudy. At some point, this risk overrides the 
preferred mode of the mitzvah. We find this in the case of Yibum 
as well. One need not wait for the eldest brother if he is abroad, 
but if he is in the same country, we wait. Why ? Because the risk 
of his not returning from abroad is substantially greater. For a 
smaller risk, we encourage the preferred method. Here too, the 
Rema set the risk period to begin on the tenth of the month.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May a woman unilaterally decide to increase the number of 
Shabbos candles that she lights each week ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Does one transgress sunj, tk for envying another’s mitzvah performance  ?)  
The Rivevos Ephraim (j”ut 6:56:3) states that envying another’s 
mitzvah performance transgresses sunj, tk, except for the 
mitzvah of Talmud Torah, as Chazal say: vnfj vcr, ohrpux ,tbe.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
On a Taanis, one adds the Tefilah of Aneinu before concluding 
ubkue gna only if fasting. The Chazan adds it in .”av ,rzj before 
ubtpr if there is a minyan of fasters (or at least 7 for the 4 major 
fasts). If an individual forgot to say Aneinu and already said 
Hashem of the ubkue gna brocho, he must add Aneinu in at the 
end, after oukac .. lrcnv. The Chazan may add it in before the 
Hashem of ubtpr, and failing that, imitate the individual, adding it 
in ubkue gna. (MB 119:16-19) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Mishna (Berachos 54a) states that one may not enter onto the 
Har HaBayis with a cane, shoes, money belt or dusty feet. The 
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 151:6) permits one to enter a Shul with 
these things, but adds a prohibition to enter a Shul with a long 
knife or uncovered head, as the Gemara (Sanhedrin 82a) states 
that Pinchas rose up from studying with the Sanhedrin, took a 
spear and killed Zimri. The Gemara adds that from here we see 
that one may not enter a Beis HaMidrash with weapons. The 
Gemara further describes how Pinchas removed the metal tip 
from his spear, hiding it in his cloak, and leaned on the shaft as if 
it were a cane. The Torah Temimah questions the seemingly 
strange pairing of: vkudn atrc ut lurt ihfxc in the Shulchan 
Aruch, suggesting that if Pinchas is the source, perhaps what was 
intended was to prohibit a long knife with a visible tip, unlike 
Pinchas who hid the tip (see MB). The prohibition seems to be 
based on the theory that Tefilah and Torah study prolong life 
while weapons shorten it. The TaZ (ibid) points out that here, 
only a “long” knife is prohibited, whereas the Shulchan Aruch 
(j”ut 180:5) cites a minhag to cover all knives during Birchas 
HaMazon, as all knives are capable of shortening life. The TaZ 
reasons that covering knives at the table is relatively easy; 
divesting oneself of all sharp objects before entering a Shul or 
Beis HaMidrash and then retrieving them later can be a challenge, 
which Chazal did not see a need to impose, particularly when it is 
possible that a small knife could be useful in the Beis HaMidrash, 
even if a long knife might not be. a”g The Gemara (Gittin 57b) 
chastises those Talmidei Chachomim who demonstrate Hilchos 
Shechitah on their own bodies, such as showing how the 
Shechitah knife should be passed across the neck, for fear they 
may accidentally cut their own throats (Rashi). To whom are they 
demonstrating ? Probably to Talmidim, in a Beis HaMidrash, with 
a knife, because it is needed (but see Maharsha). As such, the 
Ateres Paz (n”uj 1:3:11) ruled to permit Semichah classes in 
Shechitah, with knives, to be held in a Beis HaMidrash, 
particularly where there was no other choice. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man with a fine and sensitive character visited R’ Velvel of Zitomir and 
complained that a man he grew up with had unfortunately abandoned 
his upbringing, and was now a Kofer  (scoffer). In fact, concluded the 
visitor, there was probably no Aveirah which he had not transgressed. 
and someone ought to do something about him. R’ Velvel asked him:  
xnj sg ,uhvhk gar og lsh ,a, kt  - do not join with a Rasha to bear 
evil testimony. Does this mean, one may join a Tzadik for such a 
purpose !? The answer is, the Rasha in this Posuk is the Yetzer HoRa 
who constantly complains to Hashem about our Aveiros. Hashem 
responds, ohsg ohba hp kg - only through 2 witnesses can guilt be 
established, and you are only one. So the Yetzer HoRa finds a Tzadik 
whom he has little chance of otherwise corrupting, and incites him with 
righteous indignation to complete the pair of witnesses willing to testify 
against a Jew. Therefore, the Posuk says don’t join with the Rasha; 
defeat him with vkp, for ohnjr until every lost Neshamah returns. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.  


