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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Mishna (Yevamos 39a) states that the mitzvah of Yibum rests 
initially on the eldest brother, and he cannot exempt himself by 
urging the Yevamah to wait until a minor brother reaches 
adulthood, because we do not delay mitzvos. The Mordechai (29) 
cites Teshuvas HaGeonim who say that if there is only one 
brother, and he is a Mumar (apostate), the widow is free to 
remarry immediately, and does not require Chalitzah from the 
Yavam-Mumar. Some Meforshim explain that we do not subject 
the Yevamah to the risk of marrying a Mumar (vc ohgdup ohtbe 
may apply), and she need not wait for the Mumar to do Teshuvah, 
since we do not delay mitzvos. Rashi in a Teshuvah disagrees, 
citing the Gemara (Sanhedrin 44a) which states that a Jew who 
sins is still a Jew, and his betrothal/marriage is valid. The 
Terumas HaDeshen (223) cites an opinion suggesting that the 
Gemara’s statement does not apply to brotherhood matters. Just 
as we see that the laws of Tzedakah (lng lhjt hju) and Ribis 
(lhjtk lha, tk) do not apply to a Mumar or a Meshumad 
because he is not considered lhjt (your brother) so too would the 
laws of Yibum not apply, as they are also dependent on vujt 
(brotherhood). The Machaneh Chaim (2:23) explains that Eisav 
was deemed a Meshumad, yet his brotherhood with Yaakov is 
cited often. However, the references always focus on Yaakov as 
being Eisav’s brother, i.e. ktrah lhjt rnt vf, not to Eisav being 
Yaakov’s brother. Though they were undoubtedly of the same 
flesh and blood, Yaakov could be deemed Eisav’s brother 
because Yaakov observed Taryag mitzvos, which included all the 
7 Noachide mitzvos that Eisav was obligated in. Eisav, on the 
other hand would not be deemed a brother to Yaakov, as he was 
not a brother to him in mitzvos. Thus, a Mumar/Meshumad would 
not be deemed a brother of the deceased, exempting the widow 
from Yibum/Chalitzah. Yet, does not the Posuk (Malachi 1:2) 
state: ceghk uhag jt tukv, calling Eisav a brother to Yaakov ? 
Machaneh Chaim adds that where specific names are mentioned, 
such as ktrah lhjt rnt vf, the reference is to physical brothers. 
However, where a generic term such as usjh ohjt ucah hf is used, 
Yaakov would be a brother to Eisav, but not vice-versa.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone recite 2 ihbvbv ,ufrc over the same food ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where would another Sefer not be needed for a mistake in the beginning  ?)  
The China V’Chisda (Kesubos 7) states that if a mistake is found 
even in the first 3 Pesukim of Parshas Bereshis on Simchas Torah 
for the Chasan Bereshis, a 2nd Sefer is not needed as the Kriah is 
only a minhag, and once begun, the minhag has been fulfilled. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If a regular Minyan has only ten people, and one of them wishes 
to leave because the Minyan davens too fast for him, he may not 
leave, and he should daven according to his own pace, even if he 
ends up davening ,ushjhc. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 2:62) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Taanis 9a) states that the three leaders of Bnei 
Yisroel – Moshe, Aharon and Miriam, were responsible for three 
gifts – the Mon (in Moshe’s merit), the Ananei HaKavod (in 
Aharon’s merit) and the well (in Miriam’s merit). When Miriam 
died (10th of Nisan) the well disappeared, and when Aharon died 
(Rosh Chodesh Av)) the Ananei HaKavod dissipated. Prior to 
Miriam’s death, the Posuk says: vsgv kf h”c utuchu and Rashi 
comments on vsgv kf that it was the full nation, as all those who 
were to have died in the Midbar had died already. Later, prior to 
Aharon’s death, the Posuk again states: rvv rv vsgv kf utuchu and 
Rashi again comments that all the rcsn h,n had died, and those 
left were about to enter Eretz Yisroel. The Rokeach cites the 
Zohar (hjhu 217:2) which says that 30 days before one dies he 
“loses” his Tzelem Elokim, but only Tzadikim can actually feel it, 
which is how they know that their death is near. The Midrash 
(Eichah Pesichta 33a) establishes that the rcsn h,n would dig 
graves and die every year on Tisha B’Av. On the 40th year in the 
Midbar, all those who were destined to die had died. As such, 
when the Bnei Yisroel arrived in Midbar Tzin prior to Miriam’s 
death, the “whole” vsg was present, though they may not have 
known it, and they presumably expected that on the following 
Tisha B’Av morning more of them would not rise. However, later, 
when Aharon died on Rosh Chodesh Av, the Bnei Yisroel already 
sensed that no one would be dying on Tisha B’Av, as no one had 
experienced a loss of their Tzelem Elokim. Therefore Rashi notes 
again that the deaths of the rcsn h,n had ended, which was now 
known to Bnei Yisroel, and they did not dig graves Tisha B’Av. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Jew came to ask the Rosh Yeshiva of Ponevezh, Rav Shmuel Rozovsky, about a boy in the 

Yeshiva. He asked: How many hours a day did the boy learn ? Was he punctual in arriving to 

Seder and did he spend his time diligently ? Did he come to davening on time and did he actively 

participate in Shiur ? Did he ask relevant questions and did he understand the answers ? After 

receiving a favorable report in regard to his questions he thanked Rav Shmuel for his time and 

began to leave. At that point Rav Shmuel in his gentle and noble manner turned to the man and 

said: “You seem happy with the report I gave you, and you may think that all your daughter 

needs to know is whether he comes on time and he is a Lamdan. However it is entirely possible 

that your daughter would like to know if he is a mentch. You might want to ask: How often does 

he brush his teeth ? Is he pleasant to sit near? How does he behave in the dining room ? Does he 

arrive first to the dining room and take the biggest portion, or does he linger after Mincha for a 

few minutes to learn with a Chavrusa and eat whatever portion is left ? What does he do when 

the pitcher is empty on the table ? Does he sit patiently waiting for someone else to fill it up for 

him or does he run to fill it up himself ? Does he occasionally go into the kitchen to thank the 

staff for preparing the food ? Does he eat the food even if he doesn’t like it and thank them 

graciously for preparing it or does he just go to the nearby kiosk to buy something he likes ? You 

concluded that he is a Masmid, but did you ask what he does when he finishes learning late at 

night and his roommates are sleeping ? Does he take off his shoes and tiptoe in so as not to 

wake them or does he walk in noisily ? Does he make his bed and keep his things neat ? I think,” 

said Rav Shmuel, “that you need to check these things out. If he is spoiled and he arrives home 

in the afternoon and does not like the food your daughter worked hard to prepare, his face will 

crumple in obvious dissatisfaction. Will your daughter then be happy that her father checked the 

boy out with the Rosh Yeshiva who told him that he knows every Ketzos and R’ Akiva Eiger in 

Bava Basra? Will your daughter say, it’s true that he has no manners and no social skills but I 

respect him anyway because he knows all the intricacies of the sugya of the bees and the 

mustard in Bava Basra ?”. 

P.S . Mazel Tov to the Sternbergs and Zelcers, and their respective 
Mechutanim upon the upcoming Chasunahs of their children this week. 


