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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sotah 49b) states: tyj ,trhu vubg vkyc hcr ,nan - 
when Rebbi died, there was no longer a paragon of humility and 
fear of sin (he was the last). The Gemara continues with R’ 
Yosef’s comment: tbt tfhts vubg hb,h, tk - do not list humility 
as gone, for there is still I (who can be called an uhbg). In line with 
R’ Yosef’s claim to vubg was his refusal for twenty two years to 
call a doctor to his house for service. The Gemara says (Horios 
14a) that R’ Yosef did this for as long as Rabba was head of the 
Yeshiva, implying that when R’ Yosef took over after Rabba, he 
no longer practiced this restraint. From here we see that vubg is 
not simply humility or a groveling refusal to recognize one’s self-
worth. If that were its meaning, how could the Gemara  say 
(Megilah 31a) that wherever we find the vrucd of Hashem, 
u,ub,uubg tmun v,t oa - we may also find Hashem’s vubg there.  
Therefore, vubg should rather be defined as one’s willingness to 
dismiss any considerations of personal sucf. R’ Yosef went 
himself to the doctor because he saw no reason to stand on 
ceremony for his personal honor. When he became Rosh 
HaYeshiva however,  he was then bound to preserve the sucf of 
the position and vru,v sucf by calling the doctor to him. The 
Netziv cites a Gemara  (Tamid 32a) where Alexander the Great 
asked the Chachomim: vhjhu ost vagh vn how can a person 
prolong his life, to which the Chachomim replied unmg ,t ,hnh - 
he should deaden those sensitivities that seek honor and that feel 
pain when it is not conferred. This was the attribute of Moshe 
Rabbeinu. The Posuk says: vnstv hbp kg rat ostv kfn - 
Moshe’s vubg was greater than that of anyone on earth. What is 
the reference to vnstv hbp kg ? That Moshe had trained himself to 
be like one who is dead, and no longer living on earth.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Why is no brocho said over such mitzvos as Chalitzah or giving a 
Get ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why do we not eat meat at Sholosh Seudos ?)    
The Yalkut Avrohom (291) explains that according to the Zohar 
(Shemos 21a), the meat of the afternoon Korban Tomid raised the 
Heavenly attribute of judgment, just as milk brought mercy. Since 
the time of Shabbos Mincha and Sholosh Seudos is free of 
judgment, it is not appropriate to eat meat. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one wishes to give Tochachah to a friend, colleague or 
employee, he must do it himself and not engage the services of 
someone else, as he may not relate the substance of his Tochacha 
to someone else as long as the goal can be achieved without 
telling another. However, if one is confident that his Tochacha 
will not be effective, he may engage another whom he believes 
will do a better job,  (vpah hbct 3:13) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Yerushalmi (Eruvin 5:1) derives from the description of the 
tribe of Dan as: ,ubjnv kfk ;xtn that Dan was a large tribe, 
which traveled behind all the other tribes in the Midbar, 
retrieving any lost items and returning them to their owners. The 
Shulchan Aruch (n”uj 262:14) rules that if one lost coins in the 
sand, it is assumed that he was athhn (gave up hope of finding 
them), and a finder may keep them. This is so, even if the loser 
takes a sieve and begins sifting through the sand, apparently in 
search of his coins. The SMA explains that the loser is searching 
through the sand because he believes that just as he lost his coins 
so easily in the dirt, so must others have done before him. As 
such, he has relinquished hope of finding his own coins, but still 
hopes to find other coins. The Ritva (as quoted by the Shitah 
MeKubetzes) notes that this situation is similar to that of 
something swept away into a deep sea, where even if the loser 
maintains that he has not been athhn, it is still repv. If so, why do 
we need the trcx that explains the loser’s search as not for his 
own coins, which thereby implies he has been athhn - we don’t 
need his auth at all if this is similar to a lost-at-sea item ! The 
.rtv vsa (n”uj 12) ruled in a case where two partners lost coins 
in the dirt, and only one of them knelt down to retrieve them. The 
other wished to share in half of what the first partner recovered, 
willing to pay him a little for his efforts. After quoting the Ritva, 
which awards the entire sum to the finder-partner, the Psak 
explained that the lost-at-sea analogy is conceptual, and does not 
go so far as to actually render it repv against the loser’s 
optimistic claim, as it does in an actual lost-at-sea case. We 
therefore need the above trcx to establish auth. However, the 
analogy does accomplish this: allowing the finder to begin 
searching immediately and to keep what he finds, without waiting 
for the loser to either search first, or to give up.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  

A Chosid of the Belzer Rebbe (R’ Yissochor Dov) accepted a position as 

Rav in a town some distance away from Belz. As the Yom Tov of 

Shevuos approached, the Chosid/Rav was tempted to travel to Belz and 

be with his Rebbe over Yom Tov. However, he reasoned that as the 

Yom Tov was a short one, and so many people would be flocking to 

Belz, he would not have a chance to emerge from the crowd and spend 

much time, if any, with the Rebbe. He therefore decided to wait until 

after Yom Tov when it would be calmer, and his time with the Rebbe 

would be more productive. When he explained his Cheshbon to the 

Rebbe upon arriving after Yom Tov, the Rebbe replied: “I always 

wondered why there are so many Rabonim who don’t know how to 

learn. Now I understand that at Matan Torah, they probably made the 

same Cheshbon – it’s crowded, we won’t get a chance for personal 

time, we’re better off waiting on the side and  finding out afterwards 

what the Ribono Shel Olam had to say, when we can absorb it under 

more productive circumstances”.  

P.S. Mazel Tov to the Petlin family upon the upcoming Chasunah of 
their daughter Chava. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Fuerst family.  


