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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Shevuos 39a) derives from uhjtc aht ukafu that all 
Jews are vzc vz ohcrg – liable for one another, and may be 
punished for the sins of an individual, if they could have 
protested the sin, but did not. The question is asked, if so, why 
does the Sifri (quoted by Rashi) derive from: vbug ,t tabu that one 
who causes another to sin is punished in his/her stead (i.e. where 
a husband is punished for a wife’s oath violation, after leading her 
to believe that her oath was annulled) ? He should be punished in 
any case for the violation itself under ohcrg ! The  Pardes Yosef 
cites the vccrn kuds (j”ut 171) who quotes the Rosh’s opinion 
that women are not subject to ,ucrg, but isn’t certain whether that 
means women cannot be ihcrg but men can be ohcrg for them, or 
if it means that men cannot be ohcrg for them either. As such, the 
ohcrg rule might not be sufficient to punish the husband, thus 
requiring vbug ,t tabu. However, the Poskim (see e.g. Avnei Nezer 
j”ut 439) apply the Rosh’s ruling specifically, stating that women 
cannot be thmun men in mitzvos that they themselves are not 
obligated in, but otherwise, the concept of ,ucrg does apply to 
them. As such, what is the Chidush of the Sifri ? The Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 74b) distinguishes between one who actively violates 
one of the 3 cardinal sins and one who is passively involved. 
Tosafos states that if one’s body is about to be used (by another) 
as a weapon to crush someone, though he must resist, he need not 
give up his life to avoid it, as he would if being forced to commit 
the act itself. Liability under ,ucrg may be similar to that standard 
of involvement, where one is obligated within reason to try and 
prevent another from sinning, but the sin cannot be said to have 
been actually committed by the unsuccessful preventer. However, 
where one causes the other to sin, the consequence can be 
properly laid at his door, and here the Sifri clearly makes him 
liable for the appropriate punishment.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which 2 letters are never found next to each other in all of 
TaNach ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would one answer int in the middle of a brocho ?)  
The ohrpt ,uccr (7:26) notes the minhag of R’ Moshe Feinstein 
ZTL who when hearing someone say the brocho of ,uapb truc, 
would answer int after the words: hj kf apb, as our minhag is not 
to end with a brocho, leaving that as the original end.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
The “nine days” begin on the eve of Rosh Chodesh Av, either at 
Tzais HaCochavim, Shekiyah or when one davens Maariv, even if 
one does so as early as Plag HaMincha.  If one wishes to wash 
laundry beforehand, one should make sure that the major washing 
cycles complete before the “nine days” begin, to avoid ihgv ,htrn, 
even if the rinsing etc… continues into the evening. There is no 
problem with drying laundry in the dryer during the nine days. 
(Piskei Teshuvos 551:7,22)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 47a) states that one who is executed by 
Beis Din is not buried in his family’s plot, but in a special area 
designated for s“c hdurv, because of the rule (Halacha L’Moshe 
MiSinai - Rashi) that we do not bury the wicked (an executed 
man) next to the righteous (the rest of his family). We also do not 
bury the extremely wicked (executed by stoning or burning) next 
to the lesser (beheading and choking). This is derived from an 
episode in TaNach where a wicked man was buried in the grave 
of Elisha, and upon touching Elisha’s bones, he was brought back 
to life temporarily, so as to be buried elsewhere. The Gemara 
(Makos 12a) states that when Shlomo sent Benayahu after Yoav 
to kill him, Yoav made 2 mistakes: 1) he grabbed onto the corners 
of the Mizbeyach instead of the top; and 2) he grabbed the 
Mizbeyach in Shiloh when only the one in the Beis HaMikdash 
could provide sanctuary. The Midrash Rabba (hgxn 23) 
comments on the Posuk: vddac apb vfn jmur vna xbu that an Ir 
Miklat only helps one who killed inadvertently (dduac). If one 
killed intentionally (shznc) and ran to an Ir Miklat, Hashem says: 
take him and kill him, even from my Mizbeyach. Who was taken 
from the Mizbeyach and killed ? Yoav, who preferred to be killed 
by the king, which would allow him to be buried in his family’s 
plot, rather than to be convicted and executed by Beis Din, where 
he would be buried with other s“c hdurv. f”g. The Chasam Sofer 
(s”uh 341) characterizes the rule against burying the wicked next 
to the righteous as MiD’Oraisa-Halacha L’Moshe MiSinai, like 
Rashi, despite the apparent problem of burial being instituted (for 
non- s“c hdurv) much later, by Chazal. He notes that it must have 
the strength of a Gezeras HaKasuv, because of its applicability to 
one who was Mechalel Shabbos in his youth, after which he 
became a complete Baal Teshuvah, and if witnesses then come 
forward to testify about his Chilul Shabbos, he would still be 
executed by stoning, and be buried with other s“c hdurv, despite 
the fact that he would be a factual Tzadik at that time.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
An irreligious man decided to leave Russia, and he told his wife that she 
was free to marry whomever she wanted. The local Rav. R’ Yitzchok 
Zilber began to dog him in an attempt to extract a Get from him, but to 
no avail. After several unsuccessful strategies, Rav Zilber approached a 
friend of the husband and, explaining the importance of a Get, asked 
him to help. The friend made some progress, and the husband agreed to 
give her a Get, on one condition: that the wife sign a document 
transferring to her all of the husband’s aveiros. The wife said she was 
prepared to remain an Agunah her entire life, rather than accept the 
burden of her husband’s many sins. “Who knows his sins better than I ?” 
she told Rav Zilber, “How can I knowingly take them upon my head ?” 
The situation became known to Rav Leib Malin, who asked Rav Zilber 
for permission to speak with the wife. He urged the wife to accept the 
condition and obtain her Get. “Regarding your discomfort regarding 
your husband’s aveiros, let us enter into an agreement that as soon as 
they are transferred to you, that they are passed along to me”.  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Zelcer family.  


