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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Berachos 9a and elsewhere) states the general
principle that: ����� ���� ����� ���� - an individual versus many,
we follow the many. One would imagine this goes without saying.
Would it not be a bigger 	���� to say that where many argue with
many, we follow the greater number, since that is the case ? The
Yerushalmi (Taanis 4:5) says that when Yehoshua reported to
Moshe on the "�
��� ����� ��" at the time of the �� � ���,
Moshe criticized his inability to distinguish between sounds,
considering it a flaw in the character of a leader. The Chasam
Sofer explains that Yehoshua was ���  ����, assuming the
righteous Jews were objecting to the calf, causing a dispute.
However, Moshe heard a sound of distress - ��
� ��, not dispute.
Why was this a flaw ? The Gemara (Bava Basra 89b) prohibits
many deceitful methods of commercial measuring. R’ Yochanan
b. Zakkai was faced with a dilemma: if he described the methods
in his Shiur, a swindler might learn from him; if he didn’t describe
them, swindlers might believe the Chachomim were not aware of
their methods. He decided it was more important to prevent
people from saying that Chachomim are not aware of the deeds of
the wicked. Thus, Yehoshua’s inability to gauge the Bnei Yisroel’s
behavior correctly did not satisfy this standard. As it was
Yehoshua’s humility that caused him to be ���  ����, Moshe
prayed that he be saved from the Meraglim who justified
everything they did from the Torah. However, were they not after
all, the majority ? The Divrei Yoel explains that only when it is:
"����� ����" - the quintessential individual - Hashem, and (with)
the many, do we say ����� ����. This, the Meraglim lacked.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What result of ��	 �����, produced by a non-Jew for the benefit
of a Jew, is ���� to the Jew but ���� to the Jew’s animals ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(When would one say ��	 but not ��� �	� after relieving oneself ?)

Teshuvos V’Hanhagos (2:131) cites the opinion of the Chazon Ish
that after saying HaMapil, if one relieves oneself he should not
say ��� �	� (other Poskim disagree). Yet, the standard Nusach has
��	 after HaMapil.

DIN’S CORNER:
If one is in a position to object at the commission or potential
commission of an aveirah and does not do so, he is held
accountable, even though someone else actually did it. It is not
necessary for one to spend his money in order to make such an
objection (just as one need not spend money on any mitzvah
performed for the benefit of another), especially if there is some
evidence that the ����� might breed backlash. (Rema �"�� 334:48
and 157:1)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Mishna (Machshirin 2:7) states that an abandoned baby’s
status will depend on the local population. If most of the area
residents are non-Jews then the baby is declared a non-Jew; if
they are Jews, the baby is declared a Jew. If the ratio is 50% Jews
then the baby is also declared to be a Jew, but the Tosefta adds
that he must abide by two Chumros – the stricter side of being a
Jew plus the stricter side of being a non-Jew (until he converts).
Thus, for example, he may not eat non-kosher food, and if he
betroths a woman, the betrothal is effective. Yet, if another man
betroths the same woman, she would require a Get from the
second man, since the first betrothal has an element of doubt.
However, what will such a person do regarding Talmud Torah,
Krias Shema or Shabbos ? All of these are incumbent on a Jew,
yet are forbidden to a non-Jew. The Binyan Tzion (126) suggests,
based on the Gemara (Sanhedrin 59a) that he may fulfill Talmud
Torah by studying the 7 Noachide laws. Also, as Krias Shema
consists of: 1) accepting Hashem, 2) accepting mitzvos, and 3)
prohibiting idolatry, he may say it as well, as these would apply to
a gentile. He may also say the third Parsha (�����), as the words:
‘ ��� ����� ���� ����� ��� also apply to him and his 7 mitzvos.
With regard to Shabbos,  the Meforshim have solved the problem
of how a non-Jew can observe Shabbos and still not transgress
����	� �� ����� ��� (which prohibits him from keeping Shabbos)
by noting that for a non-Jew, night follows day instead of day
following night. Thus if he does a ����� Friday afternoon and
Motzai Shabbos, he would not have kept a full Shabbos. The
Binyan Tzion adds that before Matan Torah, the definition of
����� was simply labor and effort, prohibiting (e.g.) lifting heavy
boxes indoors all day, which would fulfill ����	� ��. After Matan
Torah this was recategorized as not a �����. Thus, this doubtful
Jew could lift boxes, keep Shabbos, but not transgress ����	� ��.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
7KH� %DDO�+D7DQ\D
V� JUDQGVRQ�PDUULHG� D� ULFK� JLUO� DQG� UHFHLYHG� D� ODUJH
GRZU\��ZKLFK�KH�GHSRVLWHG�ZLWK�D�ZHDOWK\�PDQ�WR�PDQDJH�IRU�KLP��7KH
%DDO�+D7DQ\D�DGYLVHG�KLP�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�VDIHU�WR�LQYHVW�LW� LQ�7]HGDND
EXW� WKH�JUDQGVRQ�GLG�QRW� OLVWHQ��(YHQWXDOO\��ZKHQ� WKH�PRQH\�ZDV� ORVW�
WKH�%DDO�+D7DQ\D� LOOXVWUDWHG�WR�KLP�KRZ�RQH�PXVW�KDYH�VLPSOH� IDLWK� LQ
WKH�ZRUGV�RI�7]DGLNLP���0DQ\�\HDUV�DJR��,�ZDV�WUDYHOOLQJ�WR�P\�5HEEH�LQ
0H]ULWFK�ZKHQ�,�SDVVHG�WKUX�D�WRZQ�ZKHUHLQ�OLYHG�RQO\�RQH�-HZ��,�DVNHG
KLP�ZK\�KH�GLGQ
W�OLYH�LQ�D�QHDUE\�WRZQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�-HZV��ZKHUH�KH�FRXOG
GDYHQ�ZLWK�D�0LQ\DQ�HWF���DQG�KH�UHSOLHG�WKDW�KH�PDGH�KLV�OLYLQJ�WKHUH��,
WROG�KLP�WKDW�LI�KH�FRXOG�GR�ZLWKRXW�WKH��H[WUDV���KH�FRXOG�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ
DQ\ZKHUH��+RXUV�ODWHU��DV�,�ZDV�OHDYLQJ�WRZQ��,�VDZ�WKH�-HZ�ZLWK�DOO�KLV
SRVVHVVLRQV�RQ�D�ZDJRQ��IROORZLQJ�P\�DGYLFH��+H�GLGQ
W�NQRZ�PH�DW�DOO��
:K\�GLG�KH�OLVWHQ�WR�PH�"�%HFDXVH�KH�NQHZ�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�0DJLG��

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Chaimowitz family.


