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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Beitzah 21a) derives that on Yom Tov one may do 
Melachah for the purpose of apb kfut – to prepare food for Yom 
Tov consumption, from: ofk vagh usck tuv apb kfk kfth rat lt. 
The Gemara applies certain exclusions to the word ofk such as 
ohrfbk tku ofk – prohibiting one from cooking etc.. on Yom Tov 
to feed non-Jews, and as a corollary, one is also prohibited from 
inviting a non-Jew to a Yom Tov meal for fear that one may 
increase what is being cooked to accommodate him. The Mishna 
Berurah (512:2) adds that a Mumar (apostate) to transgress 
Avodah Zarah or Shabbos is to be treated like a non-Jew for this 
purpose. However, a Mumar is not relieved of his obligation to 
keep the Torah simply because he doesn’t do so. As such, if one 
may not cook etc.. for the Mumar on Yom Tov because he is 
excluded by ofk, is he not also prohibited from cooking on Yom 
Tov for himself by the same Drasha ? What then will he eat ? The 
Tzitz Eliezer (8:17) suggests that we can’t treat him trnujk both 
ways. If he is excluded from ofk to be cooked for, then he should 
not be prohibited by the same ofk from cooking. The MaHaram 
Shick (j”ut 281) cites the Gemara (Chulin 5a) which includes a 
Mumar in ofk (for Korbanos) but excludes him where the Posuk 
says ofn (from you), which implies that only a certain category of 
Jews are to be included. As such, the MaHaram Shick permits one 
to cook for a Mumar since the Posuk only says ofk. (He adds with 
hope, that perhaps by the time the food is ready to be eaten, the 
Mumar will have done Teshuvah.) The SMAG (ohhbg ,ub,n 162) 
cites the opinion of one of the Rishonim who says that one may 
lend money to and receive interest from a Mumar borrower, 
because the Parsha which says ,hcr, lab u,tn je, kt begins 
with the words: lhjt lunh hfu. The only place where a Mumar is to 
be excluded is where the Torah mentions the word lhjt. 
Otherwise, we follow the rule: tuv ktrah tyja hp kg ;t ktrah. 
Thus, a Mumar must pay interest, as he is not included in lhjt, 
but he may be fed on Yom Tov where the Torah does not say lhjt.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May one warn someone not to do business with Ploni if he 
suspects that the listener will tell Ploni or others what he said ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one disclose that Ploni divorced, broke a Shidduch or a partnership ?)  
Generally, such information is somewhat negative, but also public 
knowledge. One may disclose it in passing as long as one has no 
malicious intent, unless circumstances are such that the current 
listeners have forgotten it or never knew of it.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one is concerned he may not wake up on time for Shabbos 
morning davening, he may set an alarm clock before Shabbos 
provided the alarm will only be heard in his room. If it will be 
heard in other rooms or outside the house, it may not be set 
because it will constitute  kue ,gnav. (Igros Moshe j”ut 4:76)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 113a) states that the trees of Yericho, 
both attached (to the ground) and detached are prohibited, due to 
the Cherem that Yehoshua placed on the city and anyone who 
would rebuild a city on that spot. The consequences for one who 
violated this Cherem were to watch his children die during the 
rebuilding. The authority to issue such a fatal curse derives from 
the Posuk:  ,nuh ,un … ostv in orjh rat orj kf and the Cherem 
may remain active for future generations as well. The Rambam 
(ohrnn 2:5) rules that a Beis Din, before issuing a decree, must 
ensure that a majority of the public can abide by it. Even if that 
determination was made, but it later became apparent that the 
public could not or would not abide by it, Beis Din may not 
enforce it, and even a lesser Beis Din can annul it. The Sefer 
ohkaurh ka ,ube,v (41a) describes an ancient agreement among 
the Gedolim of the time to disallow any unmarried man over the 
age of 20 from residing in Yerushalayim. Although many such 
men complained that they were unable to support a family, they 
were given a period from Iyar 5th until Rosh Chodesh Elul to 
either marry or move away, and authority was granted to drive 
them out if they remained beyond that date. R’ Ovadia Yosef ZTL 
(rnut ghch s”uh 7:14) noted that “today”, Yerushalayim was well-
stocked with bochurim over the age of 20 studying in various 
Yeshivos in Yerushalayim and no one was saying anything, so he 
convened a Beis Din with R’ Yehuda Tzadkah and R’ Ben Tzion 
Abba Shaul to annul the earlier agreement. The racn kue (13) was 
asked to comment on a Cherem suggested by a number of 
Rabanim to forbid any Jew from stepping onto the accursed land 
of post-Holocaust Germany. His response was that no Beis Din 
today has the authority to promulgate a new ruxht on all of Klal 
Yisroel, plus it was unlikely that most Jews would be willing to 
abide by it, especially those who may have to travel there to 
resolve the return of stolen assets and inheritance. He added that 
people say there was a similar Cherem issued by those who were 
driven out of Spain in 1492, forbidding any Jew from ever 
returning to Spain, but any such Cherem, or its alleged terms has 
never been recorded in any Sefer, and as such, there is no ruxht.   
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the city wherein lived the [author of] “Shaar HaMelech “, the local 
church leaders pushed through an ordinance resulting in the closing and 
padlocking of the Shul, shortly before Shevuos. All summer, no one 
seemed to mind this “inconvenience” until Erev Rosh Chodesh Elul,  
when the Shaar HaMelech gathered the entire populace and, with strong 
words of ,urrug,v, drove them all to tears over their obvious failings 
which caused such a terrible vrzd that denied them a Shul. A collection 
was made and the Shul was “ransomed”, allowing them to daven in it on 
Yomim Noraim. A year later, the whole episode was all but forgotten, 
and no Drasha was held on Erev Rosh Chodesh Elul. The Shaar 
HaMelech was visited in a dream by the appearance of a ltkn who 
chastised him for not convening another such assembly. The Shaar 
HaMelech explained that there was no harsh vrzd hanging over them this 
year. “Exactly !”, said the apparition. “Consider what you accomplished 
with last year’s ,urrug,v, which nullified a vrzd. Now imagine how much 
more can be accomplished to improve their lives, by their doing vcua,”.  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.    


