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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 117a) relates that a man planned to 
inform on his friend to officers of the gentile king, to cause him a 
monetary loss. Rav told him not to, but the man said he was going 
to. R’ Kahana, who was sitting there, rose up and killed the man. 
Rav praised R’ Kahana, citing a Posuk which predicted that once 
idolaters take a Jew’s money, they will come after him and take 
his life as well. The Teshuvos HaRosh (17:1) notes that although 
we may not administer the 4 types of execution today without the 
Sanhedrin, nevertheless, there are activities where one is liable 
not for what he has done, but for what he is planning, and his 
execution is authorized not by witnesses and the judicial process, 
but by anyone who sees what he is about to do, as the Posuk 
states: lgr os kg sng, tk, where Chazal compared one who is 
about to hand over a Jew’s money to handing over his life. The 
Rambam (ehznu kcuj 8:10) rules clearly that it is permitted to kill a 
Moser, even today, before he hands anything over, for even the 
smallest amount. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 73a) considers the 
parameters of lgr os kg sng, tk, obligating one not only to save 
someone endangered, but also obligating him to spend money to 
effect a rescue, if he can’t do so himself. The Rosh obligates the 
person saved to reimburse his savior’s costs. The Chasam Sofer 
(n”uj 5:177) asks, is not one obligated to spend all his money to 
avoid transgressing a utk ? Is not lgr os kg sng, tk a utk ? As 
such, what right does the savior have to demand reimbursement 
from the one he saved ? He was obligated to spend all of his 
money to avoid transgressing the utk ! The Chasam Sofer answers 
that the rule which obligates one to spend all his money applies 
only to a utk where transgression takes place by an act. To avoid 
such an act, one must give up everything. However, although the 
words of lgr os kg sng, tk are phrased in the format of a utk, the 
way to transgress it is to do nothing, which is how one 
transgresses a vag ,umn. As such, the rule does not apply.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one sees e.g. a teacher coming late, leaving at odd times and not 
doing a good job, when and how may one notify the employer ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one speak Lashon HoRa about a child ?)  
If one speaks negatively about a child where the child will suffer 
no damage as a result, it is not Lashon HoRa, but it may be 
Rechilus. “Damage” may also include embarrassment, being 
chastised and a probability of damage when he reaches adulthood.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
Parshas HaTamid (in Korbanos) should be said every morning 
for two reasons: 1) Under ubh,pa ohrp vnkabu as a substitute for the 
daily Korban; and 2) To fulfill the daily obligation of tren, as 
per: sunk,c ahka vbanc ahka trenc ahka ost akah okugk.  
(Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 6:14) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Gittin 57b) relates that after the Churban, 400  boys 
and girls taken in captivity questioned whether they would lose 
their portion of Olam HaBa if they chose to commit suicide to 
escape the depraved fate that awaited them. When they were 
assured that they would not lose it, they threw themselves into the 
sea and drowned. From their question, the assumption developed 
that one who commits suicide loses his Olam HaBa, though such a 
statement is not to be found in Shas or the Midrash. An additional 
source for this assumption is found in the Gemara (Avodah Zarah 
18a) where R’ Yosi criticized R’ Chananiah b. Tradyon for 
making gatherings to teach Torah in the face of Roman edicts that 
forbade it. R’ Chananiah’s response was: Will I have a portion of 
Olam HaBa ? R’ Shlomo Kluger explains that he asked this 
question because of the possibility that endangering himself might 
constitute suicide, and if so, he might lose his Olam HaBa. Still, 
many Poskim do not consider these sources to be compelling. The 
Chasam Sofer (z”gvt 69) raises a related question: does one recite 
Kadish after a parent who committed suicide ? This too is a 
general assumption without an authoritative source, and the 
Chasam Sofer wonders why a son cannot do something to bring 
merit to his departed parent, even if the parent was a gar. Did not 
Dovid HaMelech daven on behalf of Avshalom to extract him 
from Gehinnom, and did not R’ Meir do the same for Acher ? R’ 
Chaim Palaggi (Chayim BeYad 110) agrees, noting that although 
one does not sit Shiva for a suicide, one may certainly still daven 
for him. And perhaps a son should daven more for such a parent. 
Rabbeinu Bachya, in analyzing the Posuk: ,uaugv ,uapbv u,rfbu 
for one who has transgressed any of the marital prohibitions in 
Acharei Mos, notes that even those who have lost their portion in 
Olam HaBa have only lost their personal portion, but they are still 
sustained as a group from various charitable sources set aside for 
exactly those who do not have merits of their own. Thus, v,rfbu 
means only that one is cut off from his original portion.     
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Bais HaLevi - R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik was once travelling by train 
with a number of other Jews. As the afternoon wore on, he attempted 
to form a Minyan for Mincha. However, two of the Jews on the train 
were Maskilim - “enlightened” Jews who firmly believed that modern-day 
Judaism no longer required the perpetuation of such old-fashioned 
customs. Not only did they refuse to participate, they fled the car in 
order to deprive the remaining Jews of a quorum. Having no choice, R’ 
Yosef Dov and the others davened privately. When they finished, the 
Maskilim proudly returned to their seats. Noting their smirks, the Bais 
HaLevi remarked: “I now understand a difficult Midrash. Chazal say that 
when Yaakov Avinu left Lavan’s house, he had so many flocks of sheep 
and herds of cattle that he needed 600,000 dogs to keep them together 
and protect them. However, when Yaakov was preparing to meet with 
Aisav, and, as the Posuk describes it: uagk vjbn ushc tcv in jehu - 
Yaakov collected a large number of animals and sent them as a gift to 
Aisav, why is there no mention of his sending along some dogs with the 
gift ? Now, it is clear. As soon as the dogs sniffed out that Yaakov was 
planning to organize a vjbn, they promptly ran away !” 
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