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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Chulin 33a) asks: Can there be anything that is 
permitted to Bnei Yisroel and yet prohibited to Bnei Noach ? The 
premise of this question is based on that which the Rambam 
(Melachim 9:1) details, that Adam HaRishon was instructed on 6 
mitzvos - idolatry, murder, immorality, theft, cursing Hashem and 
to setup a justice system; the prohibition against eating from a 
live animal was added by instruction to Noach, resulting in the 7 
Noachide mitzvos; the mitzvos of Milah, Maaser and Gid 
Hanasheh were given to Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov 
respectively, until the Torah was completed when given to 
Moshe. Thus, Bnei Yisroel were originally obligated in the 7 
Noachide mitzvos, and the rest of the mitzvos of the Torah were 
added on, prompting the above Gemara's question. As such, when 
the kken who, according to Rashi was a Ger, transgressed the 
prohibition against cursing Hashem (i.e. Birchas Hashem), he 
violated an Issur that he was bound by from before his 
conversion, and he should have been executed with ;hhx 
(beheading), which is the punishment for transgression of all the 7 
Noachide mitzvos. Therefore the Posuk needed to specifically 
state: jrztf rdf … undrh oudr to teach us that vkhex (stoning) is the 
proper form of execution for this transgression, and it applies 
equally to Jews from birth as well as to converts. ceghk ,nt 
suggests that the same theory may explain why the Posuk states 
kkeh hf aht aht where aht aht traditionally comes to exclude a 
minor. Why would we need to exclude a minor from execution if 
a minor is not punishable ? The answer may be that a minor is not 
subject to punishment under the Torah’s laws. However, under 
the rules of the 7 Noachide mitzvos, once a person understands 
what he is doing, even at a young age, he is liable for his acts. 
Thus, a bright minor might have been subject to execution for 
Birchas Hashem in which he was obligated prior to the addition 
of the remaining mitzvos of the Torah. It was therefore necessary 
for the Posuk to clearly exclude a minor with the words aht aht.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Why is Mincha laining (Shabbos, Taanis) before Shemona Esrei ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is Kadish said only if something was not done properly ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (234:7) states that if a Tzibur davened 
Mincha just before nightfall, and then said Avinu Malkeinu, or 
Tachanun etc… until it became night, the Kadish Tiskabel should 
not be said, as the Mincha it supposedly belongs to was davened 
the “day before”. However, if the Shemona Esrei itself was said 
after dark, the Kadish could be said, as both are on the same day 

DIN'S CORNER:  
When one removes a Mezuzah from his doorpost in order to have 
it checked by a Sofer, even if it is found to be kosher, he must re-
affix it with the brocho of vzuzn gucek ubumu, and certainly where 
the Mezuzah is found to be Posul and he puts up a new one, he 
must do so with a brocho. (,gs vujh 3:80)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Berachos 61b) relates that when R' Akiva was 
being executed, he started to recite Krias Shema in order to 
[finally] fulfill lapb kfcu. The Rambam (Sefer HaMitzvos 9) states 
that based on the Posuk ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu, there is a mitzvah 
to give up one's life for Kidush Hashem, without fear, to publicize 
our Emunah in Hashem. The Acharonim agree that one recites a 
brocho at that time, although they disagree about the Nusach. If 
so, should not R' Akiva have been reciting a brocho instead of 
saying Shema ? The Gemara (Pesachim 112a) describes a strange 
conversation between R' Akiva and R' Shimon b. Yochai, in 
which R' Shimon asked the imprisoned R' Akiva to teach him 
Torah, and R' Akiva responded lsnkn hbht - I will not teach you. 
R' Shimon threatened R' Akiva that if he refused to teach him 
Torah, that R' Shimon would tell his father Yochai, who would 
then inform on R' Akiva to the authorities. Thereupon, R' Akiva 
taught R' Shimon 5 things: 1) If you wish to be choked, hang 
yourself from a tall tree; 2) Teach your son from an error-free 
book; 3) Do not cook in a pot that another has used; 4) Do a 
mitzvah and lend money in exchange for grain; and 5) Do a 
mitzvah and remain pure by marrying to have children. Rashi 
explains that these unusual lessons all mean something more 
Torah-oriented, and Meforshim try to explain why they were said 
with a Remez. ,reju ,arsu cites a Tosafos  (Yevamos 105b) 
which relates that a man once gave Chalitzah to his sister-in-law 
privately [while in prison]. R' Yochanan dressed up as a peddler, 
walked past R' Akiva's prison cell and called out: "Who wants 
needles ? Who wants knitting tools ? What is the rule for a private 
Chalitzah ?" R' Akiva came to the window and said "Do you have 
spindles ? Do you have Kosher ?" which R' Yochanan understood 
to mean that the Chalitzah was valid. Apparently, they were 
disguising their Torah discussions in the middle of mundane 
conversations to hide them from the authorities, who forbade 
Torah study. This explains why R' Akiva's lessons were likewise 
conveyed in disguise, as was his original conversation with R' 
Shimon, all intended to be misleading to the Romans. Certainly, if 
this method worked well, there would be no need for self-
sacrifice, even Al Kidush Hashem, by engaging in public Torah 
study. However, when R' Akiva was being executed, the mitzvah 
of Kidush Hashem required an absence of fear. The Gemara 
(Megilah 3a) states that reciting Krias Shema removes fear from 
one’s heart, which is why R’ Akiva recited Shema at that time. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
One of the Talmidim of R’ Yisroel Salanter told him that he was in  
serious financial difficulty, as he had no means of Parnasah. R’ Yisroel 
suggested to him that he seek a position as a Rav. The Talmid said: 
“Rebbi, I cannot, for I am afraid that I might give an incorrect ruling”. R’ 
Yisroel replied: “Who then should become a Rav ? Someone who is not 
afraid of ruling incorrectly ? Find a position and with Hashem’s help you 
will succeed !”    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family. 


