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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 107a) relates that Dovid was asked why 
he had married a Yefas To’ar (who was Avshalom’s mother). 
When Dovid replied that marrying a Yefas To’ar is Mutar, he was 
told that the Parsha of Yefas To’ar is followed by that of a Ben 
Sorer U’Moreh to teach you that the offspring of a Yefas To’ar 
will be a Ben Sorer U’Moreh. Why should something Mutar have 
such a consequence ? The Gemara (Kidushin 21a) compares one 
who marries a Yefas To’ar to one who eats an animal that was 
quickly slaughtered shortly before it died naturally. The Shulchan 
Aruch (s”uh 17:3) states that eating such meat is Mutar, but the 
ohnfjv hkusd would not eat it, and whoever wished to be Machmir 
should be blessed. Apparently, if Yefas To’ar is compared to 
eating such meat, it is not enough that one was not Machmir like 
ohnfjv hkusd to abstain from something Mutar, but rather, one 
who was not Machmir, and married such a woman was severely 
“punished” with a child who would be a Ben Sorer U’Moreh. On 
what basis ? (Why is it that if one seeks to be Machmir and 
remain in the Sukkah during the rain, that he is called a Hedyot 
and receives no Schar (Rema j”ut 639:7) ? The Biur Halacha 
explains that rain creates an element of rgm which desecrates Yom 
Tov, and is therefore to be avoided. But to be Machmir otherwise, 
e.g. to eat and drink nothing outside the Sukkah certainly earns 
Schar.)  The Ramban comments that a Ben Sorer U’Moreh is 
punished for two reasons: 1) because he denigrates and disobeys 
his parents, and 2) because he violates uhv, ohause with his 
gluttony. This is consistent with the Ramban’s interpretation of 
uhv, ohause, that one must exercise restraint and instill sanctity 
even into those things which are Mutar. As such, although taking 
a Yefas To’ar is Mutar, it is certainly lacking in Kedushah, and 
will result naturally - vshn sdbf vshn, in a Ben Sorer U’Moreh who 
will behave in a manner that is also lacking in Kedushah.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When may a Tzibur not daven Mincha, on a regular weekday, 
before the Shekiyah, in a clean Shul, used regularly for Tefilah  ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What brocho may be said after thmunv but before eating bread  ?)  
The ,ubye ,ufkv ,"ua (46) states that if one made thmunv and then 
realized that he hadn't said ohsh ,khyb kg after washing, he should 
either say the brocho then, or he should eat a little bread (less than 
a ,hzf) and then say it.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not use someone else’s Sefer to study in unless given 
permission, for fear he might tear it in the process. (Rema j”ut  
14:4) People are lenient with this, using a Siddur or Machzor that 
they find in Shul, which should be no different (MB 14:16), but 
many Poskim conclude that this restriction is no longer in effect 
(Likutei MaHariach) As such, one may browse through someone 
else’s newspaper that has arrived in the mail, as long as he 
doesn’t bend it or tear it, and returns it to its place, as he found it. 
(Kovetz Dinim 6, quoting R’ Ezriel Auerbach)     

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Yoma 52b) states that when the Kohen Gadol 
emerged from the Kodesh HaKadashim on Yom Kippur he would 
recite a short Tefilah, and the Yerushalmi (Yoma 5:2:27) says that 
part of the Tefilah would be a petition on behalf of the residents 
of the Sharon, that ivhrce ivh,c uagh tka – that their houses not 
turn into their graves, since the Sharon climate caused flash 
floods and landslides, which tended often to destroy their houses. 
If so, what permitted the residents of Sharon to live in such 
danger ? Does not the Gemara (Shabbos 32a) state that one 
should never place himself in danger in the hope that a miracle 
will save him, because a miracle may not occur, and even if it 
does, use of the miracle will decrease his merits ? The Gemara 
(Taanis 21a) states that Nachum Ish Gamzu was severely 
disabled, blind in both eyes, hands and feet amputated and the rest 
of his body was afflicted with boils. The legs of his bed rested in 
pails of water to prevent insects from climbing up onto him, and 
his house was on the verge of collapse. One day, his students 
decided that he had to be moved because the house was about to 
fall down, and he advised them to first remove all of his 
belongings, and remove him in his bed last, saying that as long as 
he was in the house it would not fall. They complied, and as soon 
as his bed was taken out, the house collapsed. How could he 
remain in such danger ? The Rogatchover Rebbe was evacuated 
from Dvinsk during World War I, and he was asked why R’ Meir 
Simcha (the vnfj lan) had refused to leave. Was is not 
dangerous to remain ? The Rogatchover answered that one may 
not place himself in danger. But if the danger comes to him, there 
is no obligation to leave, and the Rogatchover brought proof from 
the residents of Sharon, who also had no obligation to leave.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
After the Chofetz Chaim’s first wife passed away, before he remarried, 
he hired a young woman to cook and clean for him. As was his custom, 
he would have several bochurim eating at his table on Shabbos. One 
Friday night, as the bochurim were eating the chicken soup, the Chofetz 
Chaim leaned over and quietly asked one of the bochurim to go into the 
kitchen and ask the cook if the soup was kosher. The bochur glanced 
over at the Chofetz Chaim’s bowl and noticed that the Chofetz Chaim 
had not eaten any of the soup. But he was embarrassed to ask the cook 
the Chofetz Chaim’s question, because he thought she would be insulted 
at the implication, so he pretended not to hear the Chofetz Chaim’s 
request. The Chofetz Chaim waited a few minutes and then asked him 
again, in the same manner as the first time, and again the bochur 
pretended not to notice. When the Chofetz Chaim, a few minutes later, 
asked him a third time, the bochur had no choice but to get up and go 
to the kitchen. When he asked the cook the question, she said “Oy ! I 
forgot that I had to ask a Sheilah about the chicken today. Tell him not 
to eat the soup. He told me once that he never wanted to eat from a 
chicken that received a Psak Heter on a Sheilah”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Schmerhold family.  


