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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 33a) states that the Talmidei 
Chachomim in Bavel used to perform Kriah (rending their 
clothing in mourning) when one of their group died, and would 
stand up for each other as a sign of respect. Rashi explains that 
they did so as a Talmid does for his Rav, since they sat and 
studied together, asking and answering questions, inevitably 
learning from each other.  The Nimukei Yosef notes that although 
one must generally stand up for a Talmid Chochom, the novelty 
here was that they rose for each other as a Talmid does for his 
Rav, which is a superior requirement.  Why did the Talmidim of 
R’ Akiva apparently not practice this ? The Gemara (Menachos 
29b) states that Moshe Rabbeinu was shown a vision of R’ Akiva 
giving a Shiur and was so impressed that he asked Hashem why 
He wasn’t giving the Torah through R’ Akiva, but Hashem did 
not explain. The Yekar Tiferes derives from here that transmission 
of the Torah thru R’ Akiva was the equivalent of the same thru 
Moshe Rabbeinu, which was comprehensive, leaving nothing out 
for one Talmid to teach another and thereby develop a Rav-
Talmid relationship. The Rema (j”ut 493:20) states that on Lag 
BaOmer we practice an increase of Simcha. The Pri Chadash 
asks: increased Simcha would be understandable if the Gezeira 
against R’ Akiva’s Talmidim had been cut short. However, by 
Lag BaOmer, all the Talmidim had died. What was there to 
celebrate ? He answers that the Simcha related to new Talmidim 
that R’ Akiva established afterwards, who did not die. Why 
should they die ? Because the scope of R’ Akiva’s transmission 
had not changed, leaving the new Talmidim with the same risk as 
their predecessors. This may have led R’ Elazar b. Shamua, a new 
Talmid of R’ Akiva (Bereshis Rabba 61:3) to state (Avos 4:12): 
one must treat another’s sucf as his own, lcr trunf lrcj sucfu, 
thus acting to halt any continuing misfortune.      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where does the Halacha permit a man to remarry a wife that he 
previously divorced, even though she validly and legally married 
someone else in between ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where did Chazal require that women speak ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (g”vt 22:13) rules, based on the Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 19a) that women should converse when they are using 
an outhouse, so a man will realize it is occupied by women and 
not enter, thus avoiding any Yichud problems.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is permitted to ask a merchant for food on Shabbos or Yom Tov 
and the recipient will be obligated to pay for it afterwards. This is 
to encourage merchants to be considerate and thereby ensure that  
recipients will not be deprived of Oneg or Simcha. We are not 
concerned that the merchant might be tempted to write down the 
charges. One’s request for the necessary food should be phrased 
as “give me” rather than “lend me”.   (MB 525:2-3) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Mishna (Berachos 17b) states that an Onein – one who must 
prepare a deceased relative for burial, is Potur from all other 
mitzvos. The Chacham Tzvi (1) asks: how could Yibum ever work, 
since both the widow and the Yavam are both Oneinim upon the 
death of the husband/brother, and as such are not obligated in the 
mitzvah of Yibum, in light of the rule which states that if Yibum is 
not possible at the time of death, it can never be fulfilled. The 
Chasam Sofer (j”ut 17) suggests that an Onein is indeed 
obligated as a tcuhj rc in all mitzvos, including Yibum, but is 
exempt at this time because he is engaged in another mitzvah. 
Yet, there is a Machlokes HaPoskim on the issue of an Onein 
being counted towards a minyan. The Pri Megadim (55:4) and the 
Birkei Yosef hold that he may, since the Gemara (ibid 21b) 
derives from ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu that a minyan requires 10 
members of ktrah hbc. Though he may be Potur from the mitzvah 
of davening, he remains a member of ktrah hbc. The Pri Chadash 
and Shevus Yaakov (2:25) hold that he may not be counted, since 
as an Onein, he is also Potur from the mitzvah of h,asebu. Would 
the same Machlokes apply to a resident of Eretz Yisroel who is 
asked to be counted towards a minyan of non-Israelis for Yom Tov 
davening on the second day of Yom Tov ? As he is not a tcuhj rc 
for the Yom Tov Tefilah, perhaps h,asebu would also not apply to 
him. LeHoros Nasan (1:28) distinguishes between an Onein, who 
is Potur from all mitzvos (including h,asebu), and an Israeli who 
remains obligated in h,asebu even if he is not obligated in the 
Yom Tov Tefilah, allowing him to be counted.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A small group of grandmothers, after attending many reunions of their 

Bais Yaakov High School class, decided to help complete the school’s 

current project long underway for a new building. Putting together a 

plan for a Chinese Auction, two of the women set out to gather 

donations from the various merchants in the area. Their initial efforts 

were not particularly successful but what they may have lacked in 

experience, they compensated for with enthusiasm. Towards the end of 

a disappointing day, they entered a Judaica gift shop where the 

proprietor was helping a customer. As it appeared this would take some 

time, they turned to leave. The proprietor quickly turned and asked them 

how he could help them, and they explained why they were there. He 

pointed them to a section of beautiful and expensive cut glass giftware 

and told them to choose whatever they wished. The ladies were very 

pleasantly surprised and asked him later why he was so generous. He 

replied that when he was a young boy in a doctor’s office, as he stood 

up for his turn, other women pushed him aside to go in before him. 

After a few times, a man took his arm, announced that he was next, and 

escorted him into the examination room. “This man was R’ Boruch 

Kaplan (husband of Reb. Vichna Kaplan) and to this day, I am Makir 

Tovah for what he did. I will do whatever I can to help Bais Yaakov”.   

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sorscher family.   


