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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Shabbos 135a) states that there is a correlation 
between the Tum’ah that attaches to a woman who just gave birth, 
and the fact that her son will be circumcised on the eighth day. 
Where a woman does not contract such Tum’ah, such as where 
she gave birth by Cesarean section, or where she converted to 
Judaism right after the birth (see Rashi), her son’s Bris is to be 
done immediately, and not on the eighth day. This is derived from 
the sequence of the Pesukim: vtnyu rfz vskhu ghrz, hf vat 
followed by: kunh hbhnav ouhcu [Though a child born by Cesarean 
section is also given a Bris on his eighth day, that is not derived 
from kunh hbhnav ouhcu because hbhnav ouhcu establishes that a Bris 
Milah may be done on Shabbos, if it is the eighth day, and a boy 
delivered by Cesarean birth is excluded from that Heter] 
However, if a woman converted just before giving birth, she will 
contract birth Tum’ah like all Jewish women and her son will be 
given a Bris on the eighth day. Would such a Bris be permitted on 
Shabbos ? The Gemara (Yevamos 97b) states that if twin boys are 
born to a woman just after she converts, the two boys are 
considered brothers so that each of their wives is forbidden to the 
other brother as jt ,at, yet they are not subject to Yibum or 
Chalitzah. Is this because they are not fully qualified Jewish 
brothers ? Since they are twins, they are obviously brothers from 
the same father, which should make their wives candidates for 
Yibum or Chalitzah. However, since that father was a non-Jew, he 
has no Yichus to establish the sons as brothers from one father. 
This would not be an issue when considering a Shabbos Bris in 
such a case. The Gemara (ibid 78a) states that if a pregnant 
woman converts [undergoing Tevilah], the son she subsequently 
bears does not require Tevilah. The Ritva says this is because he 
is a bona fide Jew when born, and he needs a Bris like any Jewish 
boy, even on Shabbos. The Ramban holds that he doesn’t need 
Tevilah because the mother’s worked for him, but he needs a Bris 
to fully qualify him as a Jew. This cannot take place on Shabbos.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is no Maftir read at the end of a regular Shabbos vthre ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where may one say something in the name of one who didn’t say it ?)  
The Birkei Yosef (s”uh 242:24) quotes the Teshuvos HaGeonim 
(324) that if one knows a certain statement is the Halacha but 
fears that no one will accept it from him, he may say it in the 
name of his Rebbi in order to gain acceptance.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one is late for Maariv and cannot catch up before Shemona 
Esrei, he should daven Shemona Esrei with the Tzibur and say 
Shema with the berachos later. If the Tzibur is davening Mincha 
and Maariv together early, and a latecomer has not yet davened 
Mincha, he should say Mincha while the Tzibur is saying Maariv 
Shema, then say the Maariv Shemona Esrei with the Tzibur, and 
say Shema with its berachos later. (MB 236:11) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 79a) states that if several people slated 
for execution are mixed up, so that the proper form of execution 
for each is unknown, they should each be executed in the most 
lenient manner.  The Gemara (ibid 45b) also states that an 
integral part of the execution process requires that the witnesses 
whose testimony convicted him be present and that they 
participate. In fact, the Gemara states that if between conviction 
and execution a witness loses his hand, the execution is cancelled 
because the Posuk: vbuatrc uc ‘hv, ohsgv sh cannot be fulfilled. If 
so, how can we administer the lenient form of execution where 
the convicted person’s true sentence cannot be identified ? If the 
witnesses cannot identify him, they can’t fulfill uc ‘hv, ohsgv sh !  
The Gemara establishes that this is only a “problem” where the 
witness lost his hand after conviction. However, a witness is not 
disqualified from testifying if he is missing a hand at the time of 
the event or his testimony. Yet, the Rambam (vrpf hrxujn 5:9) 
rules that if someone contracts Tzaraas and he has no thumb, it is 
impossible for him to be purified, since the Torah requires blood 
to be sprinkled on his thumb. The Rambam does not distinguish 
between where the Metzora had a thumb and lost it after 
contracting Tzaraas, or lost it before, or never had one. The Tzur 
Yaakov suggests that regarding witnesses, the Torah wanted the 
witnesses to participate in the execution, provided they had a 
hand at the time of their testimony, when they became witnesses. 
The prerequisite is not absolute, because if they did not have a 
hand then, there would be no such requirement later. If they are 
present, with their hand, the Torah is satisfied, and the execution 
may go forward.  However, a Metzora needs a thumb in order to 
become purified. Since the Torah states: grumnv ,ru, ‘hv, ,tz, we 
know that the process must be adhered to exactly in order to be 
effective, and if the thumb is missing, it cannot be. Therefore, 
where the form of execution cannot be identified for each of 
several executees, since the witnesses are present, with their 
hands, the Torah’s requirement of participation is satisfied, even 
if the witnesses cannot physically use their hand to participate. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
After the Petirah of the Boyaner Rebbe, R' Yisroel Friedman, a sum of 
money was found among his effects, with instructions that this money 
be given to a certain man in Tel Aviv. Although this man was not a 
Chosid of the Rebbe, he had apparently visited the Rebbe from time to 
time. To establish the importance of delivering this money, the Rebbe 
had included an explanatory note. "The first time this man came to me 
and I read his Kvitel (written request) and saw his Pidyon (donation), I 
knew immediately that I could not help him. However, to say so would 
have devastated him, so I accepted his Pidyon and blessed him that if 
Hashem agrees, his needs will be fulfilled. The man visited me several 
times a year and each time, after he left, I would take the money that he 
gave me and put it away in a special place. As I knew that I would be 
unable to help him, it was always my intention to return the money to 
him, and so, I ask my relatives to fulfill this last wish of mine”.   

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.   


