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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Bava Kamma 27b) relates that two partners shared 
a well, alternating days to draw its water. When one partner began 
to draw water on the wrong day, despite the other’s protest, the 
aggrieved partner hit him with a shovel handle. Rav Nachman 
approved the blow as a permissible exercise of self-help, 
particularly where one knows he is in the right, and where to 
delay and initiate a Din Torah would cause a continued loss. The 
Shulchan Aruch (n”uj 4:1) rules accordingly. The Gemara also 
quotes Ben Bag Bag who advises one who thus exercises the rule 
of: ’hapbk tbhs abht shcg to do so proudly and publicly, as a matter 
of right. The Yalkut Shimoni (241) describes how Uza, the 
heavenly agent of Egypt complained to Hashem at the Yam Suf 
that the Egyptians did not deserve to be drowned for merely 
enslaving the Jews, especially since the Jews had been “paid” 
with Egypt’s gold and silver. Hashem agreed to convene a Beis 
Din for Uza to adjudicate the matter. iumr gca hk,pb asks why Uza 
did not come to complain during ,urufc ,fn when Egyptians were 
also dying. He answers by reference to the Zohar which says that 
had the Jews remained a moment more in Egypt, they would have 
descended irretrievably into the 50th level of vtnuy. As such, 
Hashem would not have convened a Beis Din for Uza in Egypt, 
since the risk of loss to the Jews every extra moment was so great. 
Instead, Hashem ’hapbk tbhs shcg, forcing Pharaoh to free the Jews 
immediately, by killing the first-born, without a Beis Din. At the 
Yam Suf, however, there was no immediate threat and Hashem 
agreed to a Din Torah with Uza. The Gemara (Pesachim 116a) 
records a Machlokes regarding ,ubdc khj,n. Rav says we do so 
during Magid with the words: z”g hscug vkj,n and Shmuel says it 
is the words: ubhhv ohscg. What is the htbd in the words ubhhv ohscg ? 
It is the fact that Hashem was "forced" to redeem us preemptively 
to save us from sinking into the vtnuy of Egypt while enslaved. 
And He did so vezj shc, as Ben Bag Bag had advised.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which exceptionally good wine with all Pesach Hidurim, should 
one preferably not drink during the Seder ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one fulfill vchxv by leaning on someone ?)  
The Ben Ish Chai rules that one may lean on someone else to 
fulfill vchxv based on the Gemara (Pesachim 108a) where Abaye 
says that the Talmidim in the Yeshivah of Rabbah were 
accustomed to leaning on each other’s knees to fulfill vchxv.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one receives a visit on Pesach from a non-Jew who is carrying 
Chometz with him, he may allow the non-Jew to enter with the 
Chometz and he may allow him to eat the Chometz at his table, 
provided the Jew is not eating there at the same time, even if there 
is a separating tablecloth. Afterwards, he must clean away any 
crumbs and wash the table well, ensuring that the non-Jew took 
away any of the Chometz that was left. (MB 440:16-18)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Mishna (Makos 5b) states that ihnnuz ohsg (false witnesses) 
are not punished until and unless there is a final judgment in Beis 
Din regarding the party against whom they testified. Beribi 
explains that if their testimony caused someone to be executed, 
they would not be punished; if their testimony caused a 
conviction but its execution was not yet carried out, then they 
would be executed. Beribi's father asked him, if such witnesses 
are punished prior to an execution, shouldn't they certainly be 
punished afterwards ? The Gemara answers that we may not 
punish based on a Kal V'Chomer. The Meforshim explain that if 
the execution was in fact carried out, we may not second-guess 
Beis Din by suggesting that they erred, even if the witnesses turn 
out to be false. The Midrash (Shemos 6:1) notes that Hashem 
spoke harshly to Moshe (oheukt rcshu) after Moshe asked 
Hashem the question: vzv ogk v,ugrv vnk, criticizing Moshe for 
complaining about a fait accompli. Yet, when the Jews were 
facing punishment for the sin of the Eigel and Moshe asked 
Hashem: lpt vrjh 's vnk (why should Hashem get angry), not 
only wasn't Hashem "angry" but in fact the Posuk says: 's ojbhu - 
Hashem was appeased ! The Ateres Tzion suggests that false 
witnesses are not prosecuted after their deed has been successful 
because there is no productive point to be served afterwards. So 
too, there was nothing productive in Moshe’s complaining about 
the earlier worsening of the burden. However, with regard to the 
proposed Eigel punishment, just as the witnesses are still 
punishable, so too could Moshe complain about something 
pending, successfully. Therefore, we have a cuhj to imagine 
ohrmnn tmh ukhtf - that one was redeemed from Egypt, but not to 
imagine one was enslaved there, as that would generate feelings 
of complaint about the past, which is not productive.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A businessman with many powerful associates was once negotiating a 

deal during Chol HaMoed Pesach. His concentration was so great that 

when he was offered a glass of beer he accepted and drank it without 

even realizing it. Later, when he grasped what he had done, he came to 

R' Yosef Shaul Natanson for instruction on how to do Teshuvah. R' 

Yosef Shaul told him to go to R' Yissachar of Belz for such instruction, 

and to be sure and come back to tell him what the Belzer Rebbe said. 

The businessman was told by the Rebbe to travel to Eretz Yisroel. When 

R' Yosef Shaul heard this, he wondered at the source of this instruction. 

The Rebbe sent word to R' Yosef Shaul that his source was a Midrash in 

Eicha which says on the Posuk: hbugn vsuvh v,kd - that Yehudah went 

into Galus because they ate Chometz on Pesach (hbug ojk). If the 

punishment for eating Chometz is exile, let him at least be exiled to Eretz 

Yisroel ! R' Yosef Shaul was impressed with the clarity and wisdom of 

such Tzadikim, and remarked that where the Torah says the word 

v,rfbu as the punishment for eating Chometz, the Trup (tune) for the 

word is a Gershayim (ohard = driven away), unlike all other times the 

word v,rfbu is used, with a different Trup, clearly implying that Galus is 

the Tikun for eating Chometz. 

P.S. Latest times: to eat Chometz – 10:25; to burn – 11:42  


