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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Berachos 43b) states that 6 things are unsuitable for 
a Talmid Chochom: 1) walking on the street perfumed; 2) walking 
alone at night; 3) going out with patched shoes; 4) speaking to a 
woman on the street; 5) dining with an Am HaAretz; and 6) being 
the last one to enter the Beis HaMidrash. The Gemara adds that a 
Talmid Chochom should not speak to a woman on the street, even 
if it is his wife, daughter or sister, because onlookers may not 
know who they are and suspect him of inappropriate behavior. Is 
the htbd of speaking to a woman on the street similar to that of 
wearing patched shoes, which is itself a htbd, or is it more similar 
to walking alone at night, which is itself not an act of htbd, but one 
that lends itself to suspicion of wrongdoing ? The Mishna (Avos 
D-R’ Nasan 2:2) derives from ucre, tk urac rta kf kt aht aht 
that one should not seclude himself (sujh) with even a sister or 
daughter, he should not speak or walk with a woman on the street, 
including his wife, and he should generally avoid activity that 
might appear sinful or that would lead to sin. The combining of 
talking and walking with sujh by the Mishna, for all men,  
indicates that it is suspicion of later wrongdoing that is sought to 
be avoided. Presumably, if circumstances are not “suspicious”, 
the activity would not be proscribed. Yet, the Gemara above lists 
activities to be avoided by a Talmid Chochom only, and the 
Chidush there would be that htbd exists for a Talmid Chochom 
even where the circumstances are not suspicious. The Poskim 
deliberate the issue of strolling with one’s wife, as it may be an 
activity of vcj which is prohibited during separation, and as such 
should perhaps not be done publicly at other times. In urcsb zt 
(3:65), it is recognized that today, it is quite common and often 
necessary for couples to take walks together without generating 
suspicion, but care should be taken that it be done modestly.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which person sitting at the Seder table is the one least 
recommended to fill the Arba Kosos ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What Halacha unrelated to the arm/hand is different for a “lefty” ? )  
The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 123:10) states that a “lefty” should 
step back from Shemona Esrei with his right foot first, as that is 
his “weaker” foot. There is also a Machlokes Rishonim if 
Chalitzah should be switched to the left foot of a lefty, or if it 
perhaps shouldn’t be done at all.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
On Erev Pesach, one may not engage in labor from noontime 
onward. What is permitted is that which is permitted on Chol 
HaMoed, but other things may be done on one’s behalf by a non-
Jew, such as getting one’s hair cut. One may also, if necessary, 
cut one’s own hair, since Kavod Yom Tov (i.e. not entering Yom 
Tov with an unsightly appearance) takes precedence. One may 
also polish one’s shoes and generally transport items intended for 
Yom Tov use all day.  (She’arim Metzuyanim B’Halacha 113:4-6)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Berachos 9a) states that the Posuk says: tb rcs 
because Hashem was concerned that Avrohom not complain that 
the o,ut ubhgu ouscgu was fulfilled but the kusd aufrc utmh if hrjtu 
was not fulfilled. He therefore “pleaded” with Bnei Yisroel to go 
out and “borrow” Egypt’s wealth. Some Meforshim question why 
this borrowing was even necessary if, as Hashem well knew, Bnei 
Yisroel would pick up quite a bit of wealth at the Yam Suf. In fact, 
the Midrash expounds on: ohhsg hsgc htuc,u hksd,u hcr,u, as 
referring to the wealth accumulated in Egypt and at the Yam Suf, 
concluding, based on a Posuk (Shir HaShirim 1:11) that cvz hru,,  
made of gold and referring to ohv ,zhc, was much greater than 
;xfv ,useb, which uses silver to refer to ohrmn ,zhc. The Gemara 
(Shabbos 68a) asks why the Mishna stated: ,cac urnt kusd kkf, 
suggesting that a kusd kkf – a great rule, implies the existence of a 
lesser one. As such, the reference to kusd aufr would also seem to 
imply that there was a possibility of a great accumulation of 
wealth, and a lesser one. Relying on the Midrash, it would appear 
that the ohv ,zhc was the greater one, and the ohrmn ,zhc was the 
lesser one. The Binyan Ariel suggests that Hashem’s concern was 
that Avrohom would focus on the words kusd aufr, and be 
looking for two wealth accumulations, where one was greater 
than the other. Therefore, Hashem pleaded (tb rcs), asking that 
Bnei Yisroel engage in a preliminary accumulation of wealth in 
Egypt, so that by contrast, the ohv ,zhc would be much greater 
and satisfy the designation of kusd aufr.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Apter Rav (aka the Ohaiv Yisroel) claimed that he could remember a 

previous “Gilgul” – a past life, that he had lived through. He related that 

he had lived during the time of the first Beis HaMikdash, and that he had 

been a well-respected member of the community, known as R’ Zorach, 

and considered by some to even be a Tzadik. His Chasidim asked, if he 

had been a Tzadik, why was he sent back to live another life in the 

present ? The Rav answered, because he had been Mechalel Shabbos, 

B’Shogeg (inadvertently). “But would you not have brought a Korban 

Chatas for that ?” the Chasidim asked. The Rav replied, “Oy, I remember 

it so well. I went to the butcher and asked to purchase a female goat. 

The butcher said, for a Korban Shelamim it need not be a female. I 

lowered my eyes and replied quietly, it is for a Chatas. The butcher 

sighed and said ‘Es Paast Dir Nisht (it’s not befitting to you), R’ Zorach’. 

I took the goat to the Har HaBayis and because of the many people, the 

goat got scared and ran away. As I chased after it and asked passersby if 

they had seen the goat, many people, to my further humiliation, 

expressed surprise that I had to bring a Korban Chatas. I finally caught 

the goat and brought it to the Kohen, who also looked at me with pity, 

clucking his tongue and shaking his head”. The Chasidim wanted to 

know “But if you brought the Korban, why did you have to come back?” 

The Rav replied: “You have no idea what a blemish Chilul Shabbos, even 

B’Shogeg, can create”. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos will not be eaten in Shul this week. Chometz may not 
be eaten after 10:18 AM Monday morning. 


