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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Kidushin 30a) states that one must divide one's days 
in 3 parts - one third for Mikra, one third for Mishna and one third 
for Talmud. The Shiltei HaGiborim defines Talmud as the 
analysis of Mishna and its details, adding that even if one studied 
Mikra and Mishna, but did not attend a Talmid Chochom to 
[observe and] learn Talmud from him, such a person is deemed an 
Am HaAretz who will destroy the world with his rulings. If one 
only studied Mishna but not Mikra, he is a Boor (coarse); if he 
studied neither, he is deemed a beast. The Midrash (Ki Sisa 41:5) 
derives from rcsk u,kff van kt i,hu, that a Talmid Chochom is to 
be compared with a Kallah (bride), and just as a Kallah is 
adorned with 24 ornaments, so too is a Talmid Chochom 
obligated to be fluent in the 24 sacred writings (of Tanach).  A 
certain Talmid Chochom was an accomplished Lamdan and an 
acknowledged authority on Shulchan Aruch, but in his youth, he 
had not studied Mikra properly. As a result, he constantly made 
mistakes in reading Tanach, both grammatically as well as in the 
Trup (tune), to the point where someone called him a Boor. The 
Torah LiShmah (254) was asked if this constituted disgracing a 
Talmid Chochom, to which he replied that one who makes so 
many reading mistakes is obviously very far from fluent in the 24 
Kisvei Kodesh and in fact, bears a likeness to one who has never 
studied Mikra. Such a person (as mentioned above) may rightfully 
be called a Boor. The analogy between a Kallah and Talmid 
Chochom is given further Halachic energy from a Psak written by 
the Chasam Sofer (Likutim B'Kovetz Teshuvos 11) regarding a 
request made to the Gabbai of a Hachnosas Kallah fund to 
allocate money for the support of a Talmid Chochom. The 
Chasam Sofer ruled that a Talmid Chochom has "the Din of a 
Kallah" and may be supported from such funds, based on u,kff.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Since Matanos LaEvyonim is a form of Tzedakah, should it not be 
given vgbmc (privately) so as not to embarrass the recipient ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why do we not fast 3 days before Purim, as the Jews did in the Megilah ?)  
Many Meforshim explain that Taanis Esther is to commemorate 
the Jews fasting before defending themselves against attack on 
Adar 13. But even according to those who say it is to 
commemorate the fast in the Megilah, the Levush (686:3) opines 
that a 3-day fast would be too difficult for the Tzibur, especially if 
it is ouhu vkhk, like in the Megilah.      

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one is davening Shemona Esrei on Chanukah or Purim, and he 
reaches ohxb kg just when the Shliach Tzibur begins Chazoras 
HaShatz, he may not skip ohxb kg in order to complete his 
Shemona Esrei in time to say Kedushah with the Tzibur, even 
though not saying ohxb kg is not cfgn. Similarly one may not skip 
tchu vkgh during Maariv on Rosh Chodesh in order to be able to 
say tcr ‘hna tvh, even though not saying tchu vkgh is not cfgn.  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Succah 45a) describes the activities of Hoshana 
Rabba, adding that the custom was to grab the Lulavim away 
from the children, and eat their Esrogim. Rashi explains that this 
was not Gezel nor inappropriate because it was the custom to 
celebrate the Simcha of Yom Tov this way. Tosafos adds that from 
here we may derive that young men who injure each other while 
wildly celebrating before a Chasan are also Potur from any 
liability, since this is the customary conduct of Simcha. Similarly, 
the Gemara (Bava Kamma 32a) establishes that one who injures 
or damages while running is liable, unless it is Erev Shabbos 
during twilight, since at that time his running is justified. The 
Shulchan Aruch and Rema rule accordingly, with the Rema (j”ut 
695:2) adding that one is also not liable for damage perpetrated as 
part of the Purim celebration. However, the Rambam (Nizkei 
Mamon 14:13) holds liable a storekeeper whose Chanukah 
candles kindled a passing bale of flax, because he should have sat 
and watched to make sure that this didn’t happen. Why is there no 
obligation to be careful Erev Shabbos, Purim or for Simchas 
Chasan as well ? The Shoshanim L’Dovid suggests that there is a 
fundamental difference between one who fulfills a mitzvah and 
one who is engaged in a mitzvah. Those who damage on Erev 
Shabbos, Purim and for Simchas Chasan are doing so while 
engaged in a mitzvah, where Chazal did not impose the 
extraordinary care required to guard against damage at such a 
moment. However, once the Chanukah candles were lit, the 
storekeeper transforms from an vumnc exug to a vumn ohhen. His 
mitzvah is active, but he is no longer actually engaged in the 
mitzvah. He is therefore held to a greater standard of care. 
Interestingly, the Rema states: ruyp … ohrnut ahu regarding Purim 
damages, indicating some dispute over this exemption. The point 
in question may be the fact that the mitzvah on Purim is to drink, 
and only damage that is inflicted while drinking is forgiven. If he 
should inflict more damage later when drunk, he may be fulfilling 
gsh tks sg, but he might not qualify as “engaged” in the mitzvah.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Chasid once came to R’ Mordechai of Slonim on Purim day and said 
that he had prepared and brought with him Mishloach Manos for the 
Rebbe. “And where is the Mishloach Manos ?” the Rebbe asked. The 
man replied that on the way, he had slipped on a patch of ice, spilling 
out the Mishloach Manos from its container, and rendering all the 
contents inedible. “So what do you want ?” the Rebbe asked. “I want 
tjry rfa (reward for the effort)” the man replied. The Rebbe thought 
for a moment and agreed that the man was deserving of reward for his 
failed efforts. R’ Mordechai then added that the same thing could apply 
to a person, who comes before Hashem’s Heavenly throne after slipping 
and falling in this difficult world for 120 years, and when he is asked, 
“What have you brought me ? Where is your Torah study and your 
mitzvos ?” he will reply that although he may not have any Schar due to 
him for Torah and mitzvos, he is still deserving of tjry rfa for having 
made the effort. And such an argument may very well be successful !    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Miller and Tyberg families. 


