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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin  17a) states that judges who qualify to be 
members of the Sanhedrin must be vnue hkgc (tall), vnfj hkgc  
(wise), vtrn hkgc (impressive appearance), vbez hkgc (mature) and 
ohpaf hkgc (masters of sorcery). Rashi explains the last as 
meaning capable of executing sorcerers who may attempt to rely 
on their powers to escape execution. Mosaf Rashi adds that if a 
sorcerer manages to prevent fire from having an effect on him, the 
Sanhedrin judges may themselves utilize sorcery to execute him 
by any other means, as is derived from ,nuh ,un – any form of 
execution may be used. This implies that a Sanhedrin’s mandate 
to execute may be fulfilled by a method which does not actually 
involve a conventional approach leading to death. The same may 
be said regarding an aveirah, where producing the end result is 
forbidden, even if the method of production is not a conventional 
vrhcg vagn. Targum Yonasan b. Uziel comments on the Posuk: 
vfxn  kdg  ovk  uag … rvn  urx, that creation of the Eigel violated 
kxp  lk  vag,  tk, even though it materialized through Kishuf, 
and not a natural vagn. However, the Yaavetz comments on the 
above Gemara that Rashi could not have meant that Kishuf is 
permitted to Beis Din in order to execute a sorcerer, since Kishuf 
is explicitly forbidden by the Torah. Instead, Rashi meant to say 
that a Sanhedrin judge must be able to discern when an act is an 
act of Kishuf, in order to convict a sorcerer for it, and also to 
recommend ways to negate and reverse its consequences. The 
Gemara (Chulin 105b) relates that 2 Amoraim were on a ship, and 
a gentile woman said a few words which prevented the ship from 
moving. The 2 Amoraim said a few words and the ship resumed 
its movement. Accordingly, the MaHarshal (3) rules that 
although making use of Kishuf (e.g. from a non-Jew) generally is 
forbidden as an affront to Hashem, it may be used to undo 
illnesses etc.. that came about thru Kishuf in the first place.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone be told on Shabbos Rosh Chodesh to daven 
the weekday Rosh Chodesh Musaf instead of the Shabbos one ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How could a slaughtered animal be half Kasher and half Traif ?)  
The Pri Chadash ruled that where a group of animals underwent 
Shechitah, and half of one was taken to the market to be sold, if a 
sign of ,upry was then found in the group’s entrails, the whole 
group becomes Traif, but the half that was arup (left the house) 
remains Mutar. Other Poskim disagree because it is so strange. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should not daven in one’s heart alone (i.e. with his eyes), as 
he might not be vkp, tmuh that way. Instead he must enunciate the 
words with his lips loud enough that he hears himself, but not so 
loud that anyone nearby will hear him. If one cannot daven with 
vbuf so quietly, he may do what is necessary provided he does not 
disturb other Mispallelim. (MB 101:5-6; Biur Halacha) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim  8b) states that only one who owns land is 
obligated in the mitzvah of kdrk v-hkg, as derived from the Posuk: 
l,ukgc lmrt ,t aht sunjh tku – no one will covet your land when 
you go up [to Yerushalayim]. Since the Torah mentioned lmrt, it 
became an integral condition of the mitzvah obligation. Similarly, 
the Torah discusses the sale of a Jewish girl as a maid, stating that  
the buyer might not find her pleasing vsgh tk rat - and decide 
not to marry her with sugh. From here, Chazal determined that 
only a man who has the option to perform a Yiud marriage may 
purchase a maid. As such, the Rabanan hold that one may not sell 
one’s daughter as a maid to relatives, as they cannot perform sugh. 
However, R’ Eliezer allows it, interpreting the Posuk to mean that 
when a Yiud marriage is possible, the buyer/master has the option, 
but not that it is a necessary condition. If so, R’ Eliezer might also 
hold that being a landowner is not an absolute condition for the 
mitzvah of kdrk v-hkg, but rather a promise to those who own 
land, that they needn’t worry when going to Yerushalayim for 
Sholosh Regalim. The Gemara (Pesachim 3b) relates that R’ 
Yehudah b. Besaira successfully exposed a non-Jew who had 
been illegally partaking of a Korban Pesach. Tosafos suggests 
that R’ Yehudah himself did not participate in a Korban Pesach 
because he did not own land, and if one is exempt from kdrk v-hkg 
he is also exempt from Korban Pesach. The Chasam Sofer (j”ut 
124) points out that according to R’ Eliezer (Shabbos 131b) if one 
owns a 4-cornered garment w/o Tzitzis, or a house w/o a 
Mezuzah, although there is a constant obligation on him to attach 
the Tzitzis and Mezuzah, that obligation does not apply on 
Shabbos, because he has the option of making the garment and 
house Hefker (ownerless), which lifts the obligation. The Chasam 
Sofer asks, why then does Korban Pesach override Shabbos ? 
Could he not render his land Hefker, and thus remove the 
obligation ? The Birchas Aharon suggests that since it is likely 
that  R’ Eliezer does not consider land ownership a condition, 
similar to Yiud, making one’s land Hefker will not exempt him.         

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young man returned home one day to find that his wife had 
disappeared. They had not been happily married for some time, so he 
thought she must have run away. His efforts to find her did not meet 
with success so after a while, he decided to arrange for a Heter Meah 
Rabbonim, so he could remarry. When he had 96 signatures, he went to 
the Chortkover Rebbe for a brocho that he quickly find a suitable 
Shidduch. The Rebbe told him to get his next signature from the Dayan 
of Toyest. Although there was no discernible connection between the 
Rebbe and the Dayan of Toyest, the young man traveled there and told 
the Dayan that the Rebbe had sent him. The Dayan asked his name and 
grew pale upon hearing it. “When were you in Chortkov ?” he asked. 
The young man said he was there yesterday at 12 noon. The Dayan said 
“Yesterday, at 12 noon, I received a letter from a woman in America 
who wrote that she had run away from her husband, giving your name, 
but she is sorry, and is willing to accept a Get from him”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


