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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Shabbos 58a) states that a servant may walk around 
on Shabbos with an emblem around his neck which evidences that 
he is owned. Although it is not per se a garment or ornament, still, 
the fact that he wears it as a sign of servitude turns it into a 
garment. The Chelkas Yaakov (j”ut 96) permitted a soldier to 
wear a ceremonial sword on Shabbos for the same reason, as it 
was only a sign of his service under the army’s authority. The Or 
Zarua (Shabbos 84:3) applied the Heter to yellow badges which 
Jews were required by the government to wear at all times, 
permitting them to be loosely attached – not even sewn – on their 
garments, on Shabbos, which ruling was codified by the Rema 
(j”ut 301:23). A young woman who had survived the Holocaust 
wished to have the number tattooed on her arm surgically 
removed, as it evoked tragic and disturbing memories, and the 
German government was offering $1000 to those who removed it. 
A Posek who had himself suffered under the Nazis a”nh ruled that 
she should not remove it, as 1) one can see from the Rema that 
something done to embarrass and humiliate Jews is viewed as a 
badge of honor, qualifying as a garment; 2) to look at it is to 
remember (rufz) what a modern-day Amalek had done; and 3) to 
remove it would play into the hands of the German government, 
who wished all memories of the Holocaust to be forgotten. 
However, HaMaor (Adar 1 5725) takes issue with this 
“emotional” Psak, arguing that: 1) the Rema permitted wearing 
the yellow badge, not as a badge of honor, but because of fear of 
what might happen if one did not wear it (see MB); 2) the Torah 
mitzvah of rufz itself only requires reading a Posuk once a year, 
and does not require re-enactment of Bnei Yisroel as gdhu ;hg ; 3) 
Purim is celebrated with y”uhu v,an which is the opposite of what 
Haman tried to do to us, and accordingly, celebration of life 
should be the appropriate response of Holocaust survivors, rather 
than extending a young woman’s suffering; and 4) The $1000 in 
all likelihood was Jewish money, which should be “rescued”.  As 
such, she should definitely be permitted to remove the number.           

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where would someone be eligible for a mitzvah only if he lies and 
we know he is lying, but not if he tells the truth ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How could one lose a mitzvah of Mishloach Manos retroactively ?)  
The mayor of Slutsk once brought a milk cow to R’ Isser Zalman 
Meltzer for ,ubn jukan. A month later, he asked R’ Isser Zalman 
to accept his relative as a Shochet in Slutsk. R’ Isser Zalman now 
realized that the cow had been a bribe, and so he returned it. R’ 
Zilberstein held a bribe cannot fulfill ,ubn jukan.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may instruct a non-Jew on Shabbos to remove or deposit 
items in a refrigerator even if a light will go on when he opens the 
door, and to turn on and use hot water, even if doing so will cause 
the boiler to cook water. (Shemiras Shabbos K'Hilchaso 1:31)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim 3b) tells how R’ Yehudah ben Besaira, 
while in Netzivin, was able to stop a non-Jew’s participation in a 
Korban Pesach with a shrewd suggestion that gave him away. 
Tosafos asks why R’ Yehudah was not himself in Yerushalayim 
for Pesach. Was he not also obligated in kdrk ‘hkg ? Tosafos 
answers that R’ Yehudah did not own property, and as the 
Gemara later (8b) derives from ...l,ukgc lmrt ,t aht snjh tku, 
only property owners were obligated to make the triennial trip. 
The GRA explains that  R’ Yehudah descended from the dead 
bodies that Yechezkel brought back to life, who were originally  
of the tribe of Ephraim and who were killed while attempting to 
leave Egypt too early (see Sanhedrin 92b). As such, they were not 
among the .rtv htc and did not receive a portion of Eretz Yisroel.  
The sus kvt asks: The Gemara (Shabbos 131a) states that R’ 
Eliezer allows even a mitzvah’s preparations to be vjus Shabbos. 
Why then does he not allow one to tie ,hmhm to a garment or attach 
a vzuzn to a house on Shabbos ? The Gemara answers that it is 
because one could always relinquish ownership of the Talis or 
house (make it repv), and then there would be no mitzvah at all.If 
so, why does a  Korban Pesach override Shabbos  - if one were to 
make his property repv he would not be bound by the mitzvah of 
kdrk ‘hkg or Korban Pesach. As such, it should not be vjus 
Shabbos ! The obvious distinction is that ,hmhm and vzuzn  are 
mitzvos that must be performed only if a 4-cornered Talis or 
house become available to him. He need not necessarily seek 
them out in order to be chhjn himself in those mitzvos.  Korban 
Pesach on the other hand is a mitzvah that must be pursued - not 
avoided. As such, rather than be rhepn land, he should buy some.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to R’ Meir MiPremishlan to pour out his woes. It seems he 
was in the business of curing and selling animal hides (,urug) and just 
recently the price of hides had plummeted, causing him a serious loss. 
He wished to receive a brocho that his fortune would turn around. R’ 
Meir assured him that he had nothing to worry about - the price of skins 
would rise quickly, as is hinted in the Posuk: “vrut v,hv ohsuvhk”– that 
Jews need vrut (i.e. ,urug), “iuaau vjna” – that Jews need to be 
joyous – how will they be joyous ?, “rehu” when the ,urug become reh 
– expensive. The Rebbe’s brocho seemed to work, and the price of 
hides did rise. The question was raised, how could R’ Meir simply switch 
out an Aleph for an Eyin this way, to create a Remez ? Some say that R’ 
Meir MiPremishlan was a Gilgul of R’ Meir the Tanna, and the Midrash 
(Bereshis 2:13) darshans the Posuk: rug ,ub,f u,atku ostk .. ‘s aghu 
(Hashem made garments of skin for Adam and his wife) that in the 
Torah of R’ Meir, the Posuk said rut ,ub,f (garments of light). Thus, it 
seems that R’ Meir had an ability to interchange an Aleph for an Eyin, 
which ability may have extended to R’ Meir MiPremishlan. Since the 
businessman was looking for his fortune to turn around, tuv lupvbu 
allowed the Remez to flip the letters and take effect.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Miller family. 


