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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yoma 75a) states that the Mon is referred to in the 
Posuk:  ick sd grzf tuvu because the Mon served to “tell” (shdvk) 
hidden things. If there was a doubt whether a baby was born after 
7 months or 9 months, the doubt would be resolved by checking 
where its portion of Mon fell. If a question arose regarding the 
ownership of a slave, it too would be resolved by the Mon, and 
the Gemara reports that Moshe would postpone his ruling until 
morning, when the Mon would appear. The obvious question 
posed by the Meforshim is based on the Gemara (Bava Metzia 
59b) where R’ Yehoshua stated: thv ohnac tk – that Halahic 
rulings must be determined by Dayanim without regard for 
prophecy or signs from Heaven. How then could placement of the 
Mon determine identity, ownership etc.. ? The Chasam Sofer 
suggests that Moshe ruled without utilizing the Mon’s placement, 
but that the next morning, the Mon’s placement served to confirm 
that Moshe was correct. However, the Chida (Birkei Yosef 32:4) 
points out how there are many indications that divine assistance 
may be used to ascertain the facts, which a Dayan may use in 
order to apply the correct Halachic principles. For example, the 
Mishna (Yevamos 99a) discusses the ramifications of two babies 
that were mixed up where one was a Kohen and the other was the 
slave of a Kohen, and the Mishna concludes that both must abide 
by the Chumros of being a Kohen (marriage restrictions, no 
Tum’ah etc..) and a non-Kohen (no Terumah, no Avodah etc..). 
Tosafos notes that if Eliyahu HaNavi were to come and tell us 
which of them was the true Kohen, he would be permitted to do 
the Avodah. Furthermore, the Gemara (Bava Metzia 3a) states 
that in some cases, money in doubtful status should be left until 
Eliyahu HaNavi comes. Koveitz Shiurim (Divrei Sofrim 5) asks, 
what will Eliyahu HaNavi do ? Tell us who it belongs to ? What 
about thv ohnac tk ? However, it seems that thv ohnac tk 
permits revelation of the facts, and Eliyahu is certainly no worse 
than any other single witness. As long as it does not disrupt the 
Halachic process, using divine knowledge is acceptable.      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one uses the Tefillin of another without permission, and the 
owner complains, must he put on (permissible) Tefillin again ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(For which mitzvah is a Levi given preference, even today ?)  
Sefer HaChinuch (379) states that when carrying a Sefer Torah to 
greet a gentile king, it is preferable that a Levi carry it. a"g   

DIN'S CORNER:  
When presented with several types of foods, including the seven 
special species with which Eretz Yisroel was blessed, the order of 
priority among them is as follows: 1) Wheat or spelt products (not 
raw); 2) Barley, oats & rye products; 3) Wine; 4) Olives 
(including oil); 5) Dates; 6) Grapes; 7) Figs; 8) Pomegranates; 9) 
Other fruits; 10) Other vegetables; 11) Everything else. Among 
grain products, HaMotzi precedes Mezonos. (MB 211:35) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Berachos 54a) states that if one sees the place 
where the miracle of Bnei Yisroel crossing the Yam Suf took 
place, he should give praise and express gratitude to Hashem, as 
derived from: vachc ohv lu,c ktrah hbc utchu. The Sheiltos (jkahu) 
also states this regarding the sighting of that area of the Yam Suf, 
but cites a different Posuk: ohv lu,c vachc ufkv ktrah hbcu, rather 
than the Gemara’s Posuk. The Netziv (vkta engv) explains that 
the Sheiltos chose a Posuk from the completion of the miracle of 
Krias Yam Suf rather than a Posuk dealing with the beginning of 
the miracle, because it is more appropriate to bless and praise at 
the end. The Birchas Aharon (16) supports this from the Gemara 
(Sotah 13b) which notes the Posuk: ung ;xuh ,unmg ,t van jehu 
(that Moshe took Yosef’s coffin out of Egypt), yet, the “credit” is 
given to Bnei Yisroel in the Posuk: ktrah hbc ukgv rat ;xuh ,unmg 
and the Gemara explains that although one started a mitzvah, if he 
did not finish it, and allowed another to do so, the credit goes to 
the finisher. So too, the miracle is evaluated at its finish. What 
prompted the Gemara to use a Posuk from the beginning ? The 
Gemara (Berachos 4b) records a Machlokes where R’ Yochanan 
holds there is a need to connect vkhp,k vkutd (the brocho of 
ktrah ktd to Shemona Esrei) during Maariv as well as Shacharis, 
and R’ Yehoshua says there is no need for it in Maariv. R’ 
Yochanan says that the main miracle of Yetzias Mitzrayim took 
place in the morning, but it began the night before and, as such, 
one should already acknowledge the vkutd at night as well. R’ 
Yehoshua holds that what happened at night is not sufficient to 
“qualify” as vkutd (see Rashi). Thus, the Gemara which used a 
Posuk from the beginning of Krias Yam Suf holds like R’ 
Yochanan, who recognizes value in the beginning of the miracle 
of Yetzias Mitzrayim. The Sheiltos holds like R’ Yehoshua, who 
focuses only on the finish, and thus used a Posuk from the end.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man who felt that conducting private conversations on a cell phone in 
public was inappropriate, asked Rav Elyasiv ZTL to sign an Issur to that 
effect. R’ Elyashiv told him the following story: The emperor of Austria, 
Franz Joseph, decided to visit the Jewish community and see the 
beautiful Shul they had built, to which he had generously contributed, 
and ensure that all was well. The emperor’s coach arrived at the Shul 
after dark and to his surprise, the Jews were all standing outside of the 
Shul, apparently praying. The emperor was concerned that something 
was wrong. Why were they not praying inside ? Had the roof caved in ? 
Had some official chased them out ? When the emperor asked for an 
explanation, he was told that they were consecrating the new moon, 
which must be done outside, under the sky. “What does consecrating 
the moon mean ?” the emperor asked. The Shamash did not feel 
qualified to explain the mitzvah, so he replied that every month the new 
moon arrives as a small sliver. “We pray that it should continue to grow 
and eventually become completely rounded”. The emperor smiled and 
returned to his coach, remarking to his coachman, that if the only thing 
the Jews were worried about was the size of the moon, everything else 
was probably all right. R’ Elyashiv concluded that although the cell 
phone issue was important, there were many more crucial issues that 
needed to be dealt with first, and one must choose one’s battles. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Redlich family. 


