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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kesubos 47b) states that the Chachomim enacted a 
Takanah for the benefit of married women, obligating husbands 
to support their wives, in exchange for which the husbands 
received the rights to anything their wives produced. The Gemara 
(Gittin 77b) adds that since this was a ibcrs vbe, (Rabbinic 
enactment), a woman reserved the right to refuse the arrangement, 
saying vaug hbhtu ,hbuzhb hbht, thereby keeping the fruits of her labor 
while relinquishing rights to her husband’s support.  The Pardes 
Yosef suggests that the Posuk says: uuy vhshc ck ,nfj vat kfu - 
every wise woman spun with her hands - referring to women who 
were wise enough to realize that they could easily do without the 
Takanah of the Chachomim in the Midbar, since their husbands 
weren’t supporting them anyway - the Mon was coming directly 
from Hashem.  Therefore, they elected to say vaug hbhtu ,hbuzhb hbht 
and kept their own handiwork, which they were then able to 
donate to the Mishkan. When the Mishkan was completed, the 
Posuk says that Moshe saw how everything was done as Hashem 
had commanded him, and so, Moshe gave the Bnei Yisroel a 
brocho: ofhsh vagnc vbhfa vra,a r”vh - that the Shechina should 
rest on their handiwork.  Bearing in mind the Pardes Yosef’s 
interpretation, Moshe’s choice of words may be significant when 
we consider that the Torah had just referred to those women who 
had declared vaug hbhtu ,hbuzhb hbht as “wise” women.  As such, 
there might understandably be some concern that Jewish women 
in future generations may adopt such a position of financial 
independence for themselves as well, a position which would 
probably not promote Shalom Bayis.  Therefore, Moshe’s brocho 
asked that the Shechina rest on ofhsh vagn specifically, on that 
potential source of contention, since the Shechina will only be 
present in a home where there is Shalom Bayis.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
A son who receives conflicting instructions from both parents 
must honor his father’s first, as the mother is also obligated to 
honor the father. Why then can she call the father by his name ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must one sacrifice a mitzvah to stop another from sinning ?)  
The Turei Even (Megilah 3b) states that if one is on his way to 
read/hear Megilah and sees a lost item, he should leave it there, as 
Megilah is vjus even greater mitzvos (Torah study, Avodah) if he 
simply refrains (vag, ktu ca) from doing them. However, if he 
sees someone about to take the item and keep it for himself, he 
must stop him, because his obligation to preserve the mitzvah of 
vsct ,cav has changed to a vagu oue, which takes precedence. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one forgot to disable the refrigerator light before Shabbos, a 
non-Jew may open it for him, and if important Shabbos foods are 
there, the non-Jew may disable the bulb to assist for later Shabbos 
meals. However, one should avoid specifically instructing him to 
disable the bulb, unless the need is great. (Igros Moshe j"ut 2:68)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Gittin 57b) quotes Reish Lakish who derives from:   
kvtc ,unh hf ost vru,v ,tz that Torah will endure only among 
those who are unmg ,hnn (kill themselves) over it. Since one is 
obligated to actually give up one’s life for Torah in only 4 
specific situations (i.e. 3 cardinal sins plus Shmad), the 
MaHarsha explains that the self-sacrifice referred to here is the 
giving up of non-essential needs and desires. The Chasam Sofer 
connects it to rebuke, as the Posuk: ,tzv vru,v hrcs ,t oheh tk 
rat rurt obligates one to support the Torah by rebuking sinners, 
even at risk to one’s life. The Gemara also darshens the words of 
the Posuk: ouhv kf ubdruv lhkg. (for You we are killed all day), and 
Reish Lakish says this is a warning against Talmidei Chachomim 
displaying Shechitah maneuvers on themselves (passing the blade 
across their own necks); R’ Nachman says this is a reference to 
Talmidei Chachomim sacrificing themselves over Torah, citing 
Reish Lakish’s derivation from the Posuk: … ost vru,v ,tz. 
Why would R’ Nachman darshen the Posuk like Reish Lakish’s 
teaching, and Reish Lakish himself not do so ? Divrei Yoel 
suggests that Reish Lakish’s intent with the words unmg ,hnn was 
as the MaHarsha explained – an expression of self-discipline, 
which would not fit as well when applied to ubdruv, which implies 
a  more physical act better illustrated by the danger of passing a 
blade across one’s neck. R’ Nachman understands both unmg ,hnn 
and ubdruv as the Chasam Sofer explained it, requiring one to 
rebuke sinners in support of the Torah, even if it places one in 
physical danger. This may also answer the question of why the 
stain of the kdgv tyj requires generations of cleaning, when the 
sum total of those who actually worshipped it was so small – 
around 3,000, and they all died on the spot. The Or HaChaim 
HaKadosh says that Klal Yisroel was held to blame for failing to 
rebuke the actual Eigel sinners. As such, the Parshah of Parah 
Adumah, whose purpose was to “clean up” after the kdgv tyj (R’ 
Moshe HaDarshan) is followed immediately by the drasha 
requiring Klal Yisroel to be unmg ,hnn as a Takanah (correction), 
since according to the Chasam Sofer, it requires us to support the 
Torah by rebuking sin.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A certain Rosh HaYeshiva was stricken with a disease that periodically 
caused him memory failures. However, he did not slow down or change 
his schedule in any way, continuing to say Shiurim at the same pace. 
Unfortunately, one day as he began to deliver the Shiur, his mind went 
blank. As an embarrassing and uncomfortable silence filled the room, 
the Rosh HaYeshiva said: “Although I have forgotten the Shiur, I do 
remember the Gemara (Sotah 49b) which states that after Rebbi died, 
there was no longer any vubg (humility). Rav Yosef says: ‘[that is not so] 
tbt tfhtvu – there is still me !’ How is this humility ? Rav Yosef had 
forgotten all his learning and then later recovered it all. If anyone feels 
arrogant, Rav Yosef says, let him just look at me, imagine if it would 
happen to him, and he will become humble”.      

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Gottheil family.   


