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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kidushin 32a) relates that Rav Huna wanted to test 
his son Rabbah’s character, and tore silk material in front of him, 
saying: j,r ht hzjht kuzht – I will go and see if he gets angry. The 
Gemara asks: if Rabbah did get angry, wouldn’t Rav Huna have 
transgressed rug hbpk (Rashi comments that Rabbah might have 
said something in anger to Rav Huna) and answers that Rav Huna 
had waived the Kibud Av due him. The Sefer Charedim (9:35) 
states that the key factor in fulfilling the mitzvah of Kibud Av 
V’Em is in one’s heart – .rt hscfbu ohkusd ova uckc vnsha, that 
one must view one’s parents as if they are great and revered 
people, and if one does so, he will certainly behave properly 
toward them. If so, would not Rabbah have disrespected Rav 
Huna without even saying anything at all, if he merely thought it 
?  Tosafos notes that not only had Rav Huna been Mochel Rabbah 
beforehand, but he had informed him that he had been Mochel. If 
so, what kind of test was it ? Tosafos may hold that the test was to 
see if Rabbah would get angry, since anger is tantamount to 
Avodah Zarah, which may be why Rav Huna said: hzjht kuzht, 
planning to leave the room, so as to remove the Kibud Av factor. 
However Rashi clearly indicates that the test was for Kibud Av, 
for which Rav Huna felt he would like to remain in the room, so 
he used the words hzjht kuzht colloquially. According to the 
Charedim, the test for Kibud Av could be effective even outside 
of Rav Huna’s presence. The Yad Malachi (k:367) considers 
whether one transgresses rug hbpk only if his act results in 
someone else’s sin, or does he transgress at the moment that he 
offers the misguidance, regardless of the ultimate outcome. From 
the above Gemara, the question j,r tnkhsu would suggest that 
one only transgresses if his “trap” works. However if the test was 
for anger, which is not an official ”sin”, rug hbpk might not apply. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which non-human creature is kkp,n on behalf of a human ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where would 10 men bentsch together without adding ubeukt to the iunhz ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (193:26) rules that where 10 or more men 
eat together while traveling in a wagon, they bentsch with iunhz 
but leave out ubeukt because they are deemed not have established 
the requirement of ouen ,ghce in the wagon. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If an employee is hired with the understanding that he/she will be 
paid a certain amount per day, he/she is a daily worker and may 
be dismissed at the end of any day. (MB 306:19) If a teacher is 
hired with a two-year contract, once he/she starts the first year, 
he/she is deemed to have also started the second year, and the 
employer is bound to honor the contract until after the second 
year. (Rema n”uj 333:2) If the teacher is not performing, he/she 
must be given a sufficient warning, and if the warning is not 
effective, he/she may be dismissed at any time. (ibid 333:5) To 
avoid a loss, dismissal may be without warning. (ibid  306:8)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Berachos 26b) quotes R’ Yosi’s opinion that 
Tefilos were established by our patriarchs. R’ Yehoshua holds 
that they were established to correspond to the Korban Tamid 
brought morning and afternoon. According to both opinions it 
seems clear that the institution of Tefilah was established only for 
Bnei Yisroel. What are the parameters of prayer, if any, for non-
Jews ? The Sefer HaEshkol (ohrd 35) states that an Eved Canaani 
when purchased, though he undergoes a partial conversion, it is 
being forced upon him, and his prayers do not enter Heaven. If 
so, what was the meaning of Shlomo HaMelech’s request (ohfkn 
1:8:41) that the Beis HaMikdash also be available for the Tefilos 
of a non-Jew who comes from afar to pray ? The Gemara (Succah 
55b) quotes R’ Yochanan who says “Woe to the nations who lost 
[the Beis HaMikdash] and don’t know what they lost. When the 
Beis HaMikdash stood, it atoned for them; now what will atone 
for them ?” Shlomo HaMelech asked that despite the fact that 
non-Jews may not have been deserving of what they were asking 
for, that Hashem should accept and fulfill requests made thru the 
Beis HaMikdash (even remotely) so the world would not say that 
prayers to Hashem were no more successful than the ones they 
made to their idols. (See Radak, Malbim) The same theory would 
explain how the Tefilah of Yishmael was heard oa tuv ratc. The 
Ramban comments on the Posuk: oheukt ,t aursk ogv hkt tch 
that Bnei Yisroel came to Moshe that he should daven for their 
ailing loved ones, a clear source for Chazal (Bava Basra 116a) 
that when one needs a vguah for someone ill, he should go to a 
Chacham for a Tefilah. (Some say to learn from the Chacham 
how to daven). Just as one’s Tefilos are assisted by going thru the 
Chacham, and the non-Jew’s prayers were channeled thru the 
Beis HaMikdash, and presumably Yishmael’s Tefilah went thru 
Avraham, so too, one could presume that the parameters of non-
Jewish prayer follow a similar arrangement. The question is, in 
the absence of the Beis HaMikdash, what/whom do they go thru ? 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A group of bochurim living in a dormitory noticed that their money 
started to disappear. After it happened a number of times, one of them 
happened to secretly observe another bochur in the act, and after some 
conversation with the other victims, and some surreptitious spying,  
they concluded that he was the thief. How to get their money back ? 
They plotted to arrange a party where the liquor would flow freely, and 
hope to get the thief to divulge the secret whereabouts of his stash. The 
plan succeeded and they extracted the information from him. After 
recovering their money, one of them felt a little guilty, and wondered if 
recovery of their money had given them the right to get him drunk, as a 
result of which he looked like a fool, and did not bentsch at the end of 
the “party”, nor daven Shacharis the next day. When they presented this 
question to a Posek, he assured them, based on the story of Kidor in the 
Gemara (Yoma 83b) that recovery of their money did give them this 
right. As for the loss of bentsching and Shacharis, the Issur of Geneivah 
is a constant one, every minute that the money hasn’t been returned. 
They did him more good by taking the money back.  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Schoenfeld family.   


