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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Horios 12a) states that one should create a good 
omen for oneself by seeing a tre (gourd), thcur (fenugreek), h,rf 
(leek), tekhx (beets), and hrn, (dates) on Rosh HaShanah. Rashi 
explains that these foods grow quickly, which is always 
considered a good omen. The Gemara (Kerisus 5b) replaces the 
word “seeing” with “eating”, which is codified in the Tur and 
Shulchan Aruch, and which is the custom today. The Tur notes 
that each of these foods suggests a brocho implied by its name, 
such as thcur implying ub,uhfz ucrh. The Mordechai adds that one 
should actually say a short iumr hvh prayer for each of these foods. 
However, the Poskim are divided over the order – should one 
recite the iumr hvh before eating the food or after. Although one 
could argue that the iumr hvh is not a expv between the brocho and 
the eating since it is part of the process and purpose of the brocho, 
nevertheless, the recommendation is to recite the iumr hvh after 
eating the food. Could it be said before the brocho ? The Zohar 
(hjhu 227b) states that when one prepares a brocho for both 
Hashem and people, one must always say the brocho for Hashem 
first. If one does not, the brocho for people will not be fulfilled. 
This is derived from the way that Yaakov praised Hashem first 
(h,t vgrv ohektv… h,uct ufkv,v rat ohektv), before blessing 
Yosef’s sons (ohrgbv ,t lrch). Similarly, the Gemara (Nedarim 
32b) states that Malki Tzedek praised Avrohom before thanking 
Hashem for the victory over the 4 kings, and as a result, the 
Kehunah was taken away from him and given to Avrohom’s 
descendants. However, the Knesses HaGedolah (j”ut 174) cites 
Chazal who say that ,uhrcv sucf kusd – showing respect for others 
may occasionally preempt even a utk, and as such, the procedure 
when someone sneezes is to wish him “ohcuy ohhj”, and the 
sneezer responds to his well-wisher first  “ohhj ,uba lk uphxuh”, and 
then says (to Hashem) ‘s h,hue l,guahk. Most Poskim disagree, 
and even the MaHarshal who agrees, does so only for sneezing 
because the well-wisher has just blessed him to his face, so it is 
fitting that he respond immediately.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May one disclose that someone is a Baal Teshuvah ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(May one inform others that a merchant charges more than other merchants ?)  
If a merchant charges much more, one may say so, even if not 
asked. If he charges only a little more, one may disclose if asked, 
but not to a customer already in the store. If the merchant will be 
embarrassed by a small vtbut accusation, one may not disclose.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not hold the parchment of a Sefer Torah directly, i.e. 
without the cover. If one did so while reading from it or doing 
Hagbaah on it or rolling it, he gains no Schar thereby. However, 
if he is a Sofer and must fix something or sew the pages together, 
if there is no other way to do so without touching it, he must 
make sure to wash his hands first. (MB 147:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Nidah 42b) relates that a man came before Rava 
and asked if it was permitted to conduct a Bris Milah on Shabbos. 
Rava assumed that the question was prompted by a child born on 
Shabbos, whose eighth day would fall on the following Shabbos, 
so he answered that it was permitted. After the man left, Rava 
began to wonder how someone would not know that Milah was 
permitted on Shabbos, and he realized that there may have been 
some unusual circumstance that prompted the question. Rava 
sought out the man and asked him to describe the circumstances 
of the birth. The man replied that he had heard the baby crying 
(from inside the mother) t,ca hkgns thbpt – towards evening on 
Friday, but it was not actually born until Shabbos. Rava ruled that 
if the baby could be heard, its head had obviously advanced along 
the birth corridor sufficiently to emerge from it, and it should be 
deemed to have been born on Friday. As such, the Bris could not 
be held on Shabbos as Shabbos would not be the eighth day, but 
rather the ninth day. What is the exact meaning of thbpt ? Does it 
mean a time such as Bein HaShemashos which might create a epx 
for a Bris on Shabbos, or is it something else ? The Targum 
Onkelos on the Posuk: sg kfth recc ;ryh ctz ihnhbc defines the 
Posuk as referring to the Korban Tomid offered twice a day  
thbpcu trpmc – morning and late afternoon. The time for the 
afternoon Korban starts with the shadows of evening and 
continues until the conclusion of sunset. As such, the baby’s cries 
were heard before Bein HaShemashos, while it was still Friday 
proper, requiring a Friday Bris. The Tur and Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 
262) rule accordingly, based on Rava’s conclusion. The MaHarif 
(48) holds that establishing the day and moment of a birth as 
based on a baby’s cries or its head emerging from the corridor 
will determine the Halachos affecting the start of a birth-mother’s 
Tum’ah following the birth, or the Tum’ah of a midwife who 
reaches in to assist in the birth. But with regard to Bris Milah, the 
Torah has made clear that eight actual days are required, to be 
measured from the birth’s conclusion, and regarding the 
possibility of a Shabbos Bris, even more scrutiny of the facts will 
be necessary.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Charedi woman came to ask R’ Chaim Kanievsky a Sheilah about her 
father who had just died the day before. She said that her father was not 
religious, and he had written in his will that he wished to be cremated. 
She wished to know what to do, since Chazal say that it is a mitzvah to 
fulfill the wishes of the deceased. R’ Chaim shocked those who were 
present, answering that they could allow him to be cremated as he had 
written. When the woman and her family left, R’ Chaim was asked to 
explain his Psak. R’ Chaim replied that one who wished to be cremated 
has thereby denied Techias HaMeisim, has no portion in Olam HaBa, 
and is deemed to be a non-Jew. “But the woman asking is Charedi !” R’ 
Chaim said “Yes, because her mother is presumably a Jew. But her 
father is not, and therefore, there is no reason not to do as he asked”.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


