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This issue is dedicated by the Safrin family in Memory of Clara Safrin, Chaya Bas R' Menachem Mendel, A’'H 
A great Neshama - a Selfless Person - Tehei Zichrah Baruch !  (Yahrtzeit 3 Kislev)   

Dedications ($18) and appreciations may be sent to: Kehilas Prozdor, 8 GreenHill Lane, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 (845) 354-7240 
As this contains Divrei Torah and partial Pesukim, it should be treated with proper respect, both during and after use 
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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Basra 16b) says that Yaakov was cooking red 
ohasg (lentils) because Avraham had died, and it was the custom 
for an kct (Yitzchok) to eat ohasg. Rashi adds that since Eisav 
began his life of sin that day, Hashem caused Avraham to die, 
rather than witness his grandson’s errant behavior. R’ Shlomo 
Kluger asks, the h”rat ,uvdv in Moed Katan (d”p) states that 
Rabbeinu Gershon sat Shiva for 14 days over his son who had 
been ,gs rhnn (denied Hashem) k”jr, beginning his ,ukct  
immediately upon the son becoming a rnun. If so, since Eisav had 
also become a rnun that day, denying tcv okug and oh,nv ,hhj,, 
perhaps Yitzchok was sitting Shiva for that, and as such, we have 
no proof that Avraham died that day. He answers that ohasg are a 
food specifically associated with death, and not simply with 
sitting Shiva. As such, the lentils indicate that the ,ukct must 
have been for Avraham’s death. Besides, the Rosh says that when 
a gar dies, the proper thing to do is celebrate, as the Posuk says: 
vbr ohgar suctc, and not sit Shiva. (Dovid HaMelech sat Shiva for 
Avshalom, even though he was a gar because he had not sinned 
xhgfvk - for spite, but out of ambition.) Shouldn’t the same be 
true regarding one who becomes a rnun - that no ,ukct  be 
conducted ? However, the Bais Yosef  (s”uh 345) explains that 
when Rabbeinu Gershon sat Shiva, it was to soothe some of his 
own pain by mourning the fact that his son had not utilized the 
opportunity to do Teshuvah. Apparently, such an ,ukct might be 
permitted. However at death, the Rosh maintains that if he died a 
gar, he must suffer a little after burial before his death could 
provide him with enough vrpf to warrant someone sitting Shiva 
for him. Since the opportunity for ,ukct begins at burial time, the 
fact that a mourner could not begin it then, removes the 
possibility for it forever, under the rule of vjsb vjsba iuhf – since 
it was pushed off, it must remain permanently pushed off. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one has stolen from another or is about to, or has offended him 
(or is about to) must the victim attempt to resolve the problem by 
speaking to his offender directly before enlisting aid from others ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(May one inform the Hanhalah of a student’s destructive Hashkafos ?)  
One may inform the Hanhalah of a student’s destructive 
Hashkafos and/or behavior if it poses a danger to others. The 
Hanhalah must investigate to establish if it’s true, and in the 
interim, warn others to stay away from him. One may inform, 
even if he knows the Hanhalah will expel without investigating. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not arrange for a non-Jew to do something for him 
where it is clear that it will require a Melachah on Shabbos to 
accomplish it. For example, one may not arrange for an ad to be 
printed in a Saturday newspaper since it is known that the layout 
and printing will be done Friday night. (Chelkas Yaakov 1:65)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yevamos 80b) states that one of the physical signs 
which indicates that a man is a Saris and does not perform 
Chalitzah or Yibum, is that he cannot grow a beard. If he can 
grow a beard, we are assured that he is an adult, even if we do not 
know if he has grown the traditional pubic hairs of maturity. The 
Gemara establishes that this was the case with Rav Nachman, 
who had a few tufts of hair on his chin, which satisfied the beard 
requirement. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 39:1) rules that a Katan 
(among others) is ineligible to write Tefilin, because of a Drasha 
which restricts writing them to those who are obligated to wear 
them. Since this requirement is Min HaTorah, we must be certain 
that the writer is an adult. Therefore, the Mishna Berurah lists 
criteria that may be relied upon to establish adulthood (if the 
presence of pubic hairs is unknown) such as a fully covered beard 
area, or if he has already lived the majority of his years (i.e. 36) or 
if he has been otherwise diagnosed as a Saris. The Biur Halacha 
adds that the Mishna Berurah did not cite the opinion of the 
Magen Avraham, who says that one is deemed an adult at the age 
of 18, because so many Acharonim disagree. However, the Pri 
Megadim suggests that the Magen Avraham based his opinion on 
the Rema (j”ut 53:8) who says that even if one has a few tufts of 
beard hair, he is deemed to be ubez tkn,b (fully covered beard 
area) once he reaches the age of 18. The Biur Halacha states that 
this Rema is not characterizing adulthood but is rather seeking to 
satisfy the Shulchan Aruch’s requirement (ibid 53:6) that for 
Kavod HaTzibur purposes, it is proper that the Baal Tefilah be 
ubez tkn,b. However to establish adulthood, more than a few tufts 
of beard hair would be required. The Chasam Sofer says that 
Eisav did not become a Bar Mitzvah when Yaakov did, despite all 
of his hair, precisely because he was born rga ,rstf ukf, and as 
such, no hair anywhere on his body could be deemed a sign of 
maturity at any age. Therefore, his obligation to keep mitzvos, if 
any, would begin only after he reached the majority of his years, 
which is why Rivka and Yaakov were not required to rebuke him 
for his aveiros, because if a Katan eats unkosher food, there is no 
obligation to stop him. 
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Ohr HaChaim was a seminary for girls in Bnei Brak, that “specialized” in 
accepting orphans, girls from broken homes and Baalei Teshuvah. Many 
of these girls found an open door in the home of Rav Shach ZTL, who 
would help them deal with their problems. One girl came to Rav Shach 
with a number of complaints about her teacher, whom she accused of 
persecuting her unjustifiably. After hearing her out, Rav Shach said that 
he would have to hear both sides before he could help her. Then Rav 
Shach added, “You are a young girl, and you will someday get married, 
build a Jewish home, have children and establish future generations. 
Finding things to complain about will present obstacles in your way, and 
you will not find success or happiness. It will be much better for you if 
you start looking at things in your life in a positive light. You will then 
know how to look at your husband and children, and find happiness”. 
The young girl heard Rav Shach’s words, and became a changed person. 

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Burman family. 


