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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Gittin 44a) states that if one sells his gentile slave to 
an idolater, he is penalized and forced to buy the slave back even 
if he must pay up to 10 times the slave’s value. This is because a 
gentile slave is obligated in certain mitzvos, and he will be unable 
to perform them while employed by the idolater. Rabbeinu 
Bachya explains that since the standard value of a slave is 30 
Shekalim – the amount one must pay the slave’s master if one’s 
ox gored the slave and killed him, it stands to reason that Yosef’s 
brothers were liable for 10 times that amount for having sold him, 
which matches the 300 silver coins that Yosef gave to Binyomin, 
who had not participated in the sale. Admittedly, the penalty of 10 
times is meant to be placed on those who sold, not on the one who 
was sold. However, Rabbeinu Bachya’s meaning was to focus on 
Yosef’s intent to give each brother a gift of 30 Shekalim, but 
because they had sold him, he withheld the 30 Shekalim from 
each of the 10 brothers, and gave that amount to Binyomin. Still, 
withholding a gift is hardly a penalty, and if non-participation was 
the key, Reuven should have also shared in the compensation. 
The iuhgvu arsv points out that as a result of Binyomin having 
been “caught” with Yosef’s goblet, he was enslaved (briefly) by 
Yosef. The Gemara (Kidushin 17a) states that as a slave leaves 
one’s employ, the master must give him gifts - vebgv. How much 
must he give ? The Gemara suggests that since the Posuk states: 
lcehnu lbrdnu lbtmn (from your sheep, your grain and your wine) 
one must give 5 Selaim [worth] from each of them = 15 Selaim. 
According to the Targum, the Machatzis HaShekel was half of a 
Sela, and a full Shekel/Sela consisted of 20 vrd which were silver 
coins. As such, 15 Selaim of vebgv would equal 300 silver coins, 
which Yosef owed to Binyomin, but to no other. For this reason, 
the Gemara (Megilah 16a) questions Yosef’s gift to Binyomin of 
5 sets of clothing over the one set to the other brothers, but does 
not question the 300 silver coins which only Binyomin was owed. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
For the study of what Torah work may one make a Siyum only if 
he began learning it without a plan to make a Siyum ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What difference is there between the Hallel of Chanukah and R”CH Teves ?)  
Halichos Shlomo (Chanukah 17:6) explains that the Kadish 
following the Chanukah Hallel belongs to the Hallel, and as such, 
if one took over as Shliach Tzibur for Hallel only, he may say that 
Kadish. On Rosh Chodesh, the Kadish Tiskabel after Hallel 
belongs to the Tefilah, and therefore the one who was Shliach 
Tzibur for Shacharis says it – not the one who said Hallel.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
When one says Birchas HaMazon over a cup of wine, he should 
receive the cup with two hands, from someone else who hands it 
to him with 2 hands. He then transfers it to the right hand, and 
once he starts bentching, he should be careful not to allow his left 
hand to touch the cup. (see Piskei Teshuvos 183:9)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Chulin 74a) records a Machlokes regarding a full-
term calf inside a cow that was slaughtered. The Chachomim hold 
that the Shechitah of the mother cow applies to the calf as well, 
while R’ Meir disagrees, considering the fetus as separate from its 
mother. The Gemara (Bava Basra 143b) relates that a dying man 
once said: “All my possessions [should go] to my sons”. The man 
had one son and one daughter. The Gemara asks, does a man 
refer to a single son as “my sons”, in which case he meant for his 
son to receive everything, or does he not do so, in which case his 
meaning was that the son and daughter should share his assets. 
Abaye points out that the Torah states: ohauj is hbcu – using the 
plural word hbcu to indicate one son – Chushim. The MaHarsha 
elaborates, noting that although Dan had only one son (Chushim) 
his descendants from that son were so numerous as to be greater 
in number than all the other tribes, except for Yehudah. 
Furthermore, the Midrash (Bereshis Rabba 94:9) states that the 
seventy souls who came to Egypt with Yaakov were really only 
69, but because the word hbcu was used to indicate Chushim, he 
“counted” as two, which brought the number to 70 (see Matnos 
Kehunah). The Yalkut HaUrim suggests that in order for the count 
to reach only 69, Yocheved, daughter of Levi would not have 
been included, though she was born as they entered Egypt 
(Rashi). Her status as a non-person could only be justified 
according to the principle that unt lrh rcug – a fetus is [like] its 
mother’s thigh, meaning it is considered a part of the mother, and 
not a separate being. However, according to those who do not 
subscribe to this principle, Yocheved would have been considered 
and counted separately as the 70th person. The Midrash (ibid) 
adds that in the Sefer Torah of R’ Meir, the Posuk did not say 
ohauj is hbcu but rather ohauj is icu – singular. Since R’ Meir does 
not subscribe to the principle of unt lrh rcug (see Chulin above), 
Yocheved, as a fetus, was a separate entity as they approached 
Egypt. As such, there was no need for the Torah to say is hbcu, to 
count Chushim as 2, as Yocheved was the 70th.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A businessman gave $20,000 to a grandson of the Steipler Gaon, to be 
distributed by the Gaon for various Tzedaka purposes. However, when 
the money was brought to the Steipler, he refused to accept it, stating 
that the money was not Kosher. The grandson called the businessman 
and told him what had happened. The man told him that he would call 
back soon, and an hour later, he told the grandson to give the money 
once again to his grandfather. The Steipler accepted the money as if 
nothing had happened, and instructed his grandson to convey a “Yasher 
Koach”. The grandson called the man back with the message, and asked 
for an explanation. The man said that he and his brother were partners 
in various businesses. Each year, they brought a substantial amount of 
money to the Steipler Gaon for distribution to Tzedaka. Lately, they had 
a falling out, and hadn’t spoken to one another in a long time. “I brought 
the money to you, as I did every year, but I did not notify or consult 
with my brother. The Steipler sensed this, and did not accept the 
money. When you told me what he said, I phoned my brother and 
reconciled with him, after which the money became Kosher”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


