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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim  57a) relates that King Yannai and his 
queen were conversing, and the king said that the meat of a young 
goat was better than the meat of a lamb. The queen disagreed. 
They decided to rely on the opinion of the Kohen Gadol, who 
often partook of both kinds of meat, from the fattest animals, as 
part of the various Korbanos that he processed in the Beis 
HaMikdash. The Kohen Gadol expressed his opinion that the 
lamb was better, siding with the queen, noting that if the young 
goat’s meat was superior, the Torah would have required a goat 
for the twice-daily Korban Tamid instead of the lamb. Some 
Meforshim cannot accept that a king and queen would have had 
such a frivolous argument, and drag the Kohen Gadol in to 
resolve it. The Gemara (Shabbos 77b) relates that R’ Zeira met R’ 
Yehudah who was in very good spirits, and R’ Zeira asked him 
why goats always walk at the front of the flock, followed by the 
sheep, as in Yaakov’s gift to Eisav. He answered that they follow 
the order of Creation, where at first it was dark, and afterwards it 
became light. So too, the darker goats would go first, followed by 
the lighter-colored sheep. The iuhgvu arsv suggests that human 
development also mirrors the order of Creation, whereby at first, a 
young person thinks he knows everything, and his place is at the 
front. It is only later, when he achieves a sufficient degree of the 
Torah’s wisdom, that he realizes how much he does not know, 
and a spirit of humility overcomes him. For this reason, the 
Gemara (Sotah 5b) states that a Talmid Chochom must retain a 
measure of [no more than] 1/8 of 1/8 of arrogance, since 1/64 is 
sufficient to prevent abuse, but also Boteil B’Shishim (nullified by 
60). As such, King Yannai’s opinion reflects his position of 
authority, favoring the arrogant behavior of a goat which he 
deemed necessary to assert his leadership, while the queen 
favored the positive attribute of humility, which was confirmed 
by the Kohen Gadol’s observation regarding the Korban Tamid. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it better to sell something to someone who already has 
some of it, over someone who has none ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is studying Mishnayos r,un, but its Gemara is not ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 275:1) rules that on Shabbos, one may 
not read to the light of a candle, for fear he might unwittingly 
adjust the flame. However, the study of Mishnayos ihehksn vnc is 
r,un as it discusses lighting Shabbos candles, which will increase 
his awareness (ibid 275:7). Still, the Heter only applies to the 
Mishnayos - not its Gemara, except for those sections that are 
directly relevant to candle-lighting. (hbav yuj 4:84:6) 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If two members of the Tzibur both have a Yahrtzeit during the 
coming week, and each wishes to receive Maftir on the Shabbos 
before, a Goral should be conducted to determine priority. This is 
true whether or not one is a Talmid Chochom or a wealthy man, 
who is capable of providing an alternate Zechus for the Niftar. All 
members of the Tzibur have equal rights in this. (vnfjv kmc 4:8) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 32a) states that Rav would not cross a 
river by boat if there was an idolater on board, for fear that the 
idolater might be slated for punishment at that time, and if the 
boat should sink as a result, Rav was concerned that he did not 
possess sufficient merit to be saved. Shmuel, on the other hand, 
would only cross in a boat where an idolater was present, 
explaining that he felt safer that way since Satan does not have 
power over two nations at the same time. The Gemara (Taanis 
21b) relates that when R’ Yehudah was informed that pigs were 
dying from a deadly plague, he decreed a fast day, explaining that 
the digestive tract of pigs resembled that of humans, and therefore 
what infected them could easily begin to affect humans. Tosafos 
derives from this that the same certainly holds true and a fast 
would be appropriate when idolaters are struck with an epidemic, 
as the danger threatens us as well. The Bach asks, what of 
Shmuel’s statement that Satan cannot victimize two nations at 
once ? The iurfz vban points out that a threat to Bnei Yisroel from 
something already affecting idolaters is not inconsistent with  
Shmuel’s statement, which speaks only of two nations being 
afflicted at the same time. The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 156)  rules 
according to Rav, adding that one should also not accompany a 
Jewish apostate or someone wicked for fear that one may be 
swept up in the wicked man’s punishment. The cegh hngyn 
suggests that the Machlokes between Rav and Shmuel was behind 
the conversation between Eisav, who wanted to assign some of 
his soldiers to accompany Yaakov, and Yaakov who declined. 
Eisav viewed his suggestion from the perspective of Shmuel, and 
since travel was rife with danger, that danger might be avoided if 
his idolatrous soldiers accompanied Yaakov, as together they 
would constitute two nations. However, Yaakov held like Rav 
that one is always safer without accompaniment from idolatrous 
sinners, and he therefore refused the gesture.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young boy growing up in a Chassidic home in Poland was the sole 
survivor of his family after the Holocaust. When he reached Eretz 
Yisroel, he decided to follow in his family’s tradition and visit the Rebbe 
that his father had taken him to when he was younger. Unfortunately, 
when he found the Rebbe’s home and the Chasidim, he discovered that 
the Rebbe had died, and his son was now the Rebbe. The young man 
did not find in the new Rebbe the qualities he remembered about the 
father and decided not to come back. Some time later, the young 
Chosid went with his uncle to visit the Amshenover Rebbe. After talking 
to the uncle, the Rebbe turned to the young man and asked which 
Rebbe he visited. The young Chosid said that his family used to belong 
to a certain Chasidus, and related his disappointing experience with the 
new Rebbe. The Amshenover said: “Today is Tuesday, and in the Shir 
Shel Yom we say: ufkv,h vfhajc ubhch tku ugsh tk – they don’t know 
or understand, in darkness they walk. It is the fate of many survivors 
that they walk in darkness and don’t understand many things. Take my 
word that the Rebbe’s son is a Tzadik who will help you emerge from 
the darkness.” The young man recognized the truth in the Rebbe’s 
words, rejoined his Chasidus and found a home.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Cohnen family.  


