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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Megilah 16b) states that the ohrmn cuyn which 
Yoseif sent to Yaakov consisted of ubnhv vjub ohbez ,gsa iah ihh – 
aged wine which Zekainim (the elderly) enjoy. The Meforshim 
point out the significance of this choice by reference to the 
Gemara (Bava Basra 98a) which states that the quality of wine 
depends on its owner. One who is arrogant will find that his wine 
has soured. The Iyun Yaakov adds that when the Gemara (Eruvin 
64a) states that the true character of a man may be known by 
three things – uxufu uxgf uxhf (his money, his anger and his cup) 
the uxuf indicator means to suggest a similar Remez, that the 
quality of his wine reveals his inner character. Therefore, Yoseif 
wanted to assure Yaakov that in spite of his rise to power in 
Egypt, his character had not been spoiled, as would be attested to 
by the wine that he had sent. This insight may also explain why 
Zekainim are believed to enjoy aged wine, because Chachomim 
are often described as humble and unassuming – ihckug ibhtu ihckgb 
-  recipients of insults, but not insulting in return, like wine which 
will achieve its best quality where its owner distances himself 
from arrogance. The Gemara (Yoma 76b) quotes Rava as saying 
ihjep hbjhru trnj – wine and fragrance have made me wise, since 
a study of wine’s nature revealed much to him. Rava was known 
to be well educated in wine, as the Gemara (Succah 49b) notes 
Rava’s advice to young Talmidei Chachomim who could not 
afford much wine – drink what you have in gulps, rather than 
sips, to get the most out of it.  The Gemara (Kesubos 65a) relates 
that Rava’s widowed daughter-in-law asked to be awarded food 
support from her deceased husband’s estate, which was granted. 
She then asked for separate wine support as well. This too was 
granted because it was well-known that the residents of Mechoza 
(a euphemism for Rava who lived there) were accustomed to 
drinking wine.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
On which Motzai Shabbos of the year, where Sunday is not a 
Taanis or Yom Tov, is there no mitzvah of Melave Malka ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When might someone light 8 candles each night of Chanukah ?)  
The Sifsei Tzadik says that although we follow Beis Hillel to light 
incrementally because of ihshrun ihtu ihkgn, where ihkgn cannot be 
fulfilled, such as where a man is dying and will likely be unable 
to light on the second night, he should light 8 on the first night to 
at least comply with Beis Shammai’s position. If he manages to 
stay alive for the second night, he should again light 8 because of 
ihshrun ihtu, and the same for the rest of the nights.        

DIN'S CORNER:  
A Talmid Chochom who is in the category of u,bnut u,ru, (Torah 
is his vocation) may not unilaterally fast unless the whole Tzibur 
is also fasting, because it will detract from his learning. For 
purposes of this Halachah, a children's Rebbi is also considered to 
be such a Talmid Chochom since his condition directly affects his 
students' learning. (Shulchan Aruch j"ut 572:2)     

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 91a) relates that Geviha b. Pesisa 
defeated the Egyptian argument that the Jews should return all the 
wealth that they had “borrowed” before leaving Egypt, by 
pointing out that the Jews had labored for 430 years without 
wages. But weren’t the wages owed by Pharaoh, whereas the 
borrowed wealth came from individual Egyptians ? Meforshim 
answer that Pharaoh acquired all the Egyptians as slaves when 
they came for food, as the Posuk: of,nst ,tu ouhv of,t h,hbe iv 
indicates. Since ucr vbe scg vbea vn - whatever a slave  acquires 
belongs to his master, all of Egypt’s wealth became Pharaoh’s, 
and was thus payable to Bnei Yisroel.  The Ohr HaChaim asks 
why the Posuk implies that the Egyptians themselves were 
acquired by Pharaoh (of,t h,hbe iv) separately from their land 
(of,nst ,tu) ? Once the Egyptians were acquired, the rule of  
scg vbea vn should have operated to place their property in 
Pharaoh’s hands as well. The Pardes Shaul cites the Ketzos 
HaChoshen (249:2) who asks, when acquiring a slave, does the 
master also automatically acquire all of his possessions, or does 
the rule of ucr vbe scg vbea vn operate only going forward, i.e. 
that whatever is acquired by the slave in the future will belong to 
the master ? The Ketzos notes that the Gemara (Gittin 42a) 
discusses the situation of one who is a half slave, where the 
Gemara states that he works alternate days for his master, and the 
other days for himself as a free man. If such a person is gored by 
an ox, the Gemara says that it depends on when it happened. If it 
was on a day that he worked for himself, then he gets to keep the 
damages to be paid by the ox’s owner; if it was on his master’s 
day then his master gets the damages. But if the master acquires 
whatever the slave acquires, would he not then lay claim to the 
half-slave’s damages on his day ? Clearly, the rule of scg vbea vn 
does not apply to the slave’s current possessions, but only to what 
he will acquire while a slave, thus precluding the damages 
collected while he was a free man. So too, when the Egyptians 
sold themselves to Pharaoh , their property was not automatically 
conveyed to Pharaoh by virtue of scg vbea vn, because it was 
currently owned by them. It was therefore necessary for Yoseif to 
acquire their property for Pharaoh, in a separate transaction.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Yosef Shaul Natanson (the Baal Shoel U’Maishiv) looked out his 
window and saw a man on the street eating a sandwich. He called him 
in and asked where he was from. The man said Cracow. R’ Yosef Shaul 
asked if he knew the Rav in Cracow, and he said yes. R’ Yosef Shaul 
asked him to deliver a letter to the Rav of Cracow. The man was thrilled, 
telling everyone how he was a trusted messenger between these 2 
Gedolim. When the man delivered the letter and the Rav of Cracow 
opened it, he read “I bear witness that I saw the man delivering this 
letter eating in the street and he is therefore Posul to give testimony. 
The Rav should be careful not to allow him to serve as a witness for 
Kidushin etc…”.         
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Tyberg family. 


