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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yevamos 62b) states that one who loves his 
neighbors, and one who draws close his relatives, and one who 
marries his sister's daughter, and one who lends a poor man a Sela 
when he needs it, will be blessed with Hashem's special promise 
of: hbbv rnthu gua, vbgh 'vu tre, zt - then he will call and Hashem 
will answer; [when] he cries out, Hashem will say "Here I am". 
Rashbam says that the same holds true for one who marries his 
brother’s daughter, but it is more common that one marries his 
sister’s daughter. Rashi explains that a man is fonder of his sister 
than of his brother, and will therefore treat her daughter with 
more care, as a wife. Rabbeinu Tam adds that a sister’s daughter 
shares his kzn since most children are similar in that respect to 
their mother's brother. However, Tosafos Yeshanim cites an 
opinion that the Gemara’s statement only applies to a sister’s 
daughter, and not a brother’s daughter, because if one marries a 
brother’s daughter, he is rendering impossible the mitzvah of 
Yibum if he should die without children, as his widow could not 
then marry her own father. Nevertheless, even according to this 
last opinion, it is certainly not forbidden to marry a brother’s 
daughter, although the special reward cited in the above Gemara 
would not apply, as doing so would bring about the possibility of 
a vumn kuyhc. The Gemara (Nidah 38a) states that Chasidim 
HaRishonim took steps and made calculations geared towards 
avoiding the necessity for their wives to require Chilul Shabbos 
by giving birth on Shabbos. Thus, although it is impossible to so 
accurately predict the day or time of childbirth so far in advance, 
it was an act of piety to do what they could to preserve the 
mitzvah of Shemiras Shabbos. The rut ,ub,f suggests that 
Avrohom did the same, by delaying his marriage to Sarah, the 
daughter of his brother Haran, until after Haran died. With 
Haran’s death, the marriage no longer constituted a kuyhc of the 
possibility of Yibum, which may explain why the Posuk told us 
that Haran died, before describing Avrohom’s marriage to Sarah.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When should one say Ashrei twice during Mincha ?          

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is Halachic time measured from one’s arising from bed ?)    
The Magen Avraham (j”ut 157:1) explains that we often find on 
Shabbos and Yom Tov that davening extends beyond the sixth 
hour (Chatzos) which may result in some people, who haven’t 
eaten, fasting past noon, which is Assur. Therefore, for this 
purpose, we measure the six hours from when each person arose 
from bed instead of from Alos (or Neitz according to the Gra).    

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is permitted to accept Tzedaka from a married woman today, 
even if she wishes to give a substantial amount, because women 
are more active and involved in the family’s finances. However, if 
she says that her husband told her specifically not to give, but she 
wants to give anyway, it should not be accepted from her. 
(Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 4:219)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Eruvin 13b) states that for 3 years, Beis Shammai 
and Beis Hillel debated many issues, each side claiming the 
Halacha sided with them. At the end, a Bas Kol declared that: 
ohhj oheukt hrcs uktu ukt – both opinions reflect the truth, but the 
Halacha sides with Beis Hillel. The Ritva cites the Baalei Tosafos 
of France who clarified the concept of ohhj oheukt hrcs uktu ukt, 
normally used to vindicate the acceptance of conflicting opinions, 
explaining that when Moshe was given the Torah, he was shown 
that in every epx, there can be 49 reasons to permit and 49 
reasons to forbid. The decision must be made by the Chachomim 
in each generation, based on the majority. Otherwise, if Halacha 
was mandated from ohna, it would cut down on vru,v sunhk. 
Accordingly, the Gemara (Chulin 61a) states that the 
determination of which birds are designated to be kosher (ruvy) is 
known to us ohrpux hrcsn - Rabbinically. In fact, the Gemara 
(62b) goes on to describe how a wild hen was originally believed 
to be r,un, but was later reclassified as ruxt. However, the 
Gemara (Zevachim 116a) quotes Rav Chisda and R’ Avahu who 
explain that Noach knew ohnav in which animals were ruvy, 
either because they came, 7 of each, on their own, or because the 
Teivah was selective about how many of which it accepted. 
Would not an analysis of which species of bird had 7 
representatives in the Teivah mandate the Halacha regarding the 
identity of kosher birds, and reduce the significance of the 
tradition established ohrpux hrcsn ? Rashi states that Noach 
learned Torah and was therefore able to identify the animals. The 
MaHaral asks, in light of the above Gemara, if they came on their 
own, what did Noach gain from the Torah ? The answer may be 
that just as Moshe knew every aushj (novelty) that anyone would 
ever think of or be asjn, so too did Noach know every Halacha 
regarding ruvy ;ug that the Chachomim would develop in the 
future, and that knowledge was indeed based on an analysis of 
how many of each bird appeared and was accepted in the Teivah.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to R’ Elimelech of Lizensk, describing how he had a 
daughter of marriageable age but no money with which to provide a 
dowry. Fortunately, Hashem had been kind enough to send her a worthy 
Chasan from a fine family, who was satisfied to marry her without a 
dowry. However, the Austrian Kaiser had levied a marriage tax of 400 
gold pieces on every girl who wished to marry. To pay such a large sum 
was impossible for most of the people, and many girls were growing 
older with little hope. He wished to call Hashem to a Din Torah over 
this. R’ Elimelech told him to call two more Dayanim  and they would 
hold the Din Torah. The petitioner stated his case, how the first mitzvah 
in the Torah was ucru urp, which they were effectively barred from 
fulfilling unless Hashem caused the decree to be voided. R’ Elimelech 
asked that a Gemara Gittin be brought, where he showed the other two 
Dayanim how the Gemara deals with a half-slave’s marriage prospects. 
He cannot marry a gentile maid because he is half Jewish; he cannot 
marry a Jewess because he is half-slave. “Therefore, the Gemara says: 
ucr ,t ihpuf - we force his Master to free him entirely !!” A few days 
later, the tax was abolished.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Weinstock family. 


