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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 12a) states that one may not enter a 
city which contains an avodah zarah that is being worshipped that 
day, because of saj – it creates suspicion that he too is entering 
the city for that purpose (Rashi). What if one is in the city a day 
before – must he leave ? The Beis Yosef (j”ut 301) cites the 
Rashba who was asked, in light of the fact that one may not put 
out wet laundry to dry on Shabbos or Yom Tov (to avoid saj that 
he had washed them that day), what if he had put the laundry out 
to dry on Friday, must he remove them before Shabbos to avoid 
the same saj ? The Rashba answered that he need not, just as one 
need not remove a standing ladder before Yom Tov for fear that 
someone might suspect he was planning to repair his roof. The 
Bnei Tzion (301) explains that something becomes ruxt because 
of saj only when the saj emerges from the act itself. Putting 
something out on Shabbos is an act which creates saj; leaving 
something out is not. The Gemara (Pesachim 13a) states that a 
Gabbai Tzedakah who temporarily has no poor people to 
distribute money to should convert any copper coins into silver, 
because copper coins will quickly rust and lose value. The 
Gemara states that he must convert them with other people and 
not with his own silver money, to avoid the saj that he might 
have converted them for himself at an unusually favorable rate. A 
hospital administrator’s father needed some expensive medicine, 
and the administrator wished to buy the medicine from his own 
facility, and send it to his father. The Chashukei Chemed 
(Megilah 15b) pointed out that Yosef had told his father Yaakov:  
oa l,ut h,kfkfu … hkt cure ,hhvu – you will be close to me 
…and I will support you there. The Ramban explains that Yosef 
was saying that he could not support Yaakov during the famine if 
he remained in Canaan, for fear that he would be suspected of 
selling the Egyptian food in Canaan for himself and building 
himself a fortune in his home country where he planned to return. 
To avoid this saj, Yosef needed to support Yaakov teus in 
Egypt. Here too, the administrator needed to admit his father into 
his facility, and there he could provide the medicine without saj.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would a Chasan not fast, but another would fast for him ?                             

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which room needs government approval to light Chanukah Licht ?)  
Rav Elyashiv ZTL held that if one added on a room to his home 
without permission, the room’s doors and windows were 
ineligible for Chanukah candles, as the room is deemed  r,xhnk – 
bound for destruction.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may deposit money with a gentile before Shabbos with 
instructions to purchase something for the Jew, as long as he does 
not instruct the gentile to purchase it on Shabbos and provided 
there is opportunity for the purchase to be made on a weekday. If 
the only market day for the item is on Shabbos, it is as if he 
instructed him specifically, and is therefore Assur. (MB 307:15)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 45b) discusses the case of an animal 
who, while in the care of a Shomer Chinam, causes damage, and 
one of the questions is, had the Shomer accepted responsibility. 
The Rambam (iunn hezb 4:10) seems to say that unless the Shomer 
distinctly exempted himself from such responsibility at the outset, 
he would be liable, while the Raavad opines that he must clearly 
accept the responsibility in order to be liable. Birchas Shmuel 
(Bava Kamma 9) analyzes their Machlokes in terms of what sort 
of duties are automatically included in vrhna. The Rambam would 
hold that a Shomer steps into the owner’s shoes, and is thus liable 
for whatever the owner would be liable for, while the Raavad 
would hold that a Shomer’s responsibilities are to be concerned 
with the welfare of his employer’s animal, not that of any 
potential victim, unless he specifically agreed to add that concern 
to his duties. The Be’er Yosef suggests that Yehudah’s proposal to 
Yosef that he take Binyomin’s place was based on Yehudah’s 
having accepted responsibility to care for Binyomin, which would 
include liability for whatever damage Binyomin caused. 
According to the Rambam, such an inclusion would be automatic. 
According to the Raavad, perhaps the additional words that 
Yehudah said to Yaakov: ubaec, hshn (you can seek/request him 
from me) was an explicit acceptance that Yehudah is now fully 
responsible for him, as if he stepped into an owner’s shoes. Divrei 
Yoel notes that Yehudah’s initial offer was that they would all be 
enslaved to Yosef: ushc ghcdv tmnb rat od including Binyomin, 
with whom the goblet was found. Yehudah believed that they 
would now be fulfilling the sucga of lgrz ‘hvh rd hf gs, gush 
promised to Avrohom, which included Binyomin. However, when 
Yosef said they could all return home, and only Binyomin would 
remain as his slave, Yehudah realized that was not the case, and 
he therefore approached Yosef to take Binyomin’s place.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A certain yeshiva bochur was very disruptive and the Rosh Yeshiva 
spoke to him many times without success. Before ejecting him from the 
Yeshiva, the Rosh Yeshiva went to discuss it with Rav Shach, who after 
careful analysis, agreed that he should be asked to leave. With tears in 
his eyes, Rav Shach said “His mother will come crying to me, but to 
prevent further damage to others, he should be sent away”. Then Rav 
Shach added, “But perhaps, you should try one more time”. The Rosh 
Yeshiva returned and told the bochur, “I have just come from Rav 
Shach, and he says that that you can be Matzliach” (and he was).  A few 
weeks later, another bochur sought admittance to the yeshiva, but he 
was very behind, and did not have a good head. A tutor would help, but 
the Rosh Yeshiva did not have money to pay one. Rav Shach advised 
him to pressure the father. “What if he is unwilling to pay ?” the Rosh 
Yeshiva asked. “Then ask the bochur himself” Rav Shach replied. “And if 
he also won’t pay ?” “Then” Rav Shach said, “Do not admit him, and you 
are Potur from helping”. The Rosh Yeshiva asked, “Just a few weeks ago 
Maran was crying over ejecting a disruptive bochur, and now, over 
money, we should not accept this one ?” Rav Shach replied “If he is not 
willing to exert himself, he will never be Matzliach” (and he wasn’t). 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


