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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Tur (j”ut 672) states that if one neglected to light the Ner(os) 
Chanukah all night long, he should not light it the next day, nor 
should he “make it up” on the next night. The Beis Yosef says this 
is based on the opinion of the MaHaram MiRottenburg, who 
explains why there is no possibility to light it during the next day, 
concluding with the words: ehksh tk ,ukhk rtac a”fu - “and 
certainly on the other nights one should not light”. The Beis Yosef 
cites the MaHaril who assures us that the MaHaram only meant 
to exclude the possibility of a makeup, but did not mean to restrict 
one from lighting the rest of Chanukah, as we find regarding 
Sefiras HaOmer, where the Torah requires ,unhn,. What possible 
theory would have excluded one from lighting the rest of 
Chanukah, that prompted the MaHaril to make such a statement ? 
The TaZ (j”ut 670:1) answers the Beis Yosef’s question of why 
we celebrate 8 days of Chanukah instead of only 7, as there was 
enough oil for the first night. The Taz says that, based on the 
Zohar’s reference to Elisha and the poor widow, a miracle must 
begin from something that is available, rather than out of thin air. 
As such, the miraculous oil that burned on the second night was 
“expanded” from the minute amount left over at the end of the 
first night, which qualified as a miracle for the first night as well. 
The ibgr ,hz theorizes that as between the minute amount that 
brings the brocho versus the additional brocho amount itself, the 
rehg (main) part of the miracle is the catalytic minute amount. He 
proves this from the Gemara (Kidushin 40b) which states that 
vagn hshk thcna sunk,v kusd – study is greater (than action) 
because it leads to action. Thus, the rehg part of each night’s oil 
was the amount left over from the night before, which caused the 
added amount to be miraculously generated. As such, if one 
neglected to light one night, he detached the following night from 
its miraculous source, cutting off the rest of the remaining days. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which brocho (MideRabonon) may one recite only if he truly 
means it from his heart ?                           

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May a blind man walk behind a woman (e.g. his wife) ?)  
The Shaar Ephraim (78) cites the Gemara (Berachos 61a) which 
states that if Adam HaRishon was created initially with 2 figures 
– front(male) and back(female), we may be confident that he 
always walked with the male face forward, as otherwise, he 
would be walking behind a woman, which is prohibited. Thus, 
even without being able to see her, the ruxht still applies.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
In Eretz Yisroel, the minhag is to light Chanukah candles outside 
at the entrance to one’s property, as it was done in the Gemara. 
Outside Eretz Yisroel, because of possible danger, a Takanah was 
made to light inside the house. Today, even in areas of Chutz 
LaAretz where there is no danger, it is still recommended that one 
light inside, so as not to vary from the Takanah, just as we still 
blow Shofar during Musaf. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 3:216) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shevuos 44b) states that if a litigant is suspected of 
having sworn falsely in a prior matter, he will not be permitted to 
swear in a subsequent case. This is true where his prior oath was a 
,usgv ,guca - an oath of testimony (where he swore falsely that 
he knew no relevant testimony in a case), as well as where he 
swore a iusepv ,guca – an oath of bailment (where he swore 
falsely that an item entrusted to him was lost or stolen). The RaN 
notes that with regard to ,usgv ,guca, we do not give him the 
benefit of the doubt that perhaps he forgot the testimony expected 
from him, because one does not forget something that happened 
just a short time before. By the same token, Rashi explains the 
words: ;xuh ,t oheanv ra rfz tku as referring to ouhc uc – 
(presumably) the day of Pharaoh’s birthday, when the Sar 
HaMashkim was reinstated, and had a chance to mention Yosef to 
Pharaoh. As it was only 3 days later, the Sar HaMashkim could 
not have forgotten so soon, and it is clear that he “made himself” 
forget. On the other hand, Tosafos (Bava Basra 5b) states that a 
borrower would not normally have the Chutzpah to say to his 
lender that he just repaid his loan earlier today, but he would be 
willing to claim that he repaid it yesterday, and that the lender had 
apparently forgotten. Evidently, it seems possible for one to 
forget something, even one day later. Yet, the Gemara (Berachos 
58b) states that one does not forget a deceased relative until 12 
months have passed, nor does one give up on a lost item for 12 
months (Rashi), after which he naturally forgets it. Clearly, the 
only memory rule that can be supported is that generally, a person 
remembers important things longer than unimportant ones. As 
Yosef’s request was tied to the Sar HaMashkim’s favorable 
interpretation and good fortune, it is likely that he would not 
forget about Yosef, but rather, as the Mishna (Avos 3:10) states, 
one is liable for having forgotten something when he actively 
removes it from his heart, as was apparently done here.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Gerer Rebbe occasionally visited the Rebbe of Sokolov, who was 
always delighted at the prospect. Once, when the Gerer Rebbe arrived 
and saw the elaborate preparations that had been arranged in his honor, 
he remarked that he feared he had no choice but to turn around and 
return home. Someone pointed out to the Rebbe that the Gemara 
(Pesachim 86b) states that a guest is obligated to adhere to all of his 
host's wishes "tmn .uj", except for when the host says to leave. As 
such, how could the Rebbe not go along with his host's arrangements ?  
The Rebbe replied: "I understand the words of Chazal a bit differently. 
The Mishna (Avos 4:28) states that there are 3 things - envy, desire and 
honor that are okugv in ostv ,t ihthmun - drive a man out of this 
world. I would gladly comply with the Sokolover Rebbe's wishes. 
However where his wish is "tm" - asking me to go along with 
something that will be thmun me from the world, Chazal have specifically 
relieved me of the obligation”.  

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


