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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Moed Katan 8b) states that one may not marry 
during Chol HaMoed because vjnac vjna ihcrgn iht – we may 
not intermingle one joyous occasion with another. Tosafos points 
out that the Gemara derives this from the pre-Sukkos celebration 
for completion of the Beis HaMikdash, while the Yerushalmi (ibid 
1:7) derives it from the Posuk: ,tz guca tkn – the necessity for 
Yaakov to wait until Leah’s Sheva Berachos ended before 
marrying Rochel. Tosafos explains that we wish to avoid making 
mitzvos appear as burdens, which they would if we bundled them 
together. By not mingling them, we are able to devote the 
requisite amount of Kavanah to each mitzvah, as it deserves. The 
Rambam (Shabbos 29:13) states that one should not use the same 
cup of wine to bentsch with (Friday, as Shabbos approaches) and 
then recite Kiddush over, as both Birchas HaMazon and Kiddush 
are Torah mitzvos. Can it be that if one of 2 mitzvos is D’Rabanan 
the problem of 2 mitzvos together would not be an issue ? Would 
it be because, as Tosafos states, one must be able to devote proper 
Kavanah to each, and since we say that regarding mitzvos 
D’Rabanan, vbuuf ,ufhrm iht ,uumn there would be no conflict ? 
However, the Magen Avrohom (j”ut 184:7) rules that if one is in 
doubt whether he bentched, he must repeat Birchas HaMazon 
because it is a Torah mitzvah, and he must say more than the 
Torah Chiyuv which ends at ohkaurh vbuc, but must continue with 
the fourth brocho even though it is D’Rabanan, where we 
normally say kevk epx. The reason is that when faced with both a 
Torah mitzvah and a Rabbinic one, to be strict and only perform 
the Torah one would be insulting to the Rabbinic mitzvah. 
Therefore one must continue to recite the Rabbinic portion of the 
Birchas HaMazon. So too, even if a Rabbinic mitzvah does not 
require Kavanah, if it is performed simultaneously with a Torah 
mitzvah, it too may require Kavanah, so as to prevent kuzkz,      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one has money with which to publish a Sefer or to marry off his 
daughter, which purpose takes precedence ?                           

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why is there a Hefsek of the praises in Kadish ?)  
The Shibolei HaLeket states that Chazal have found a parallel by 
which the Aseres HaDibros are found in the Asarah Maamaros. 
A Midrash Agadah says the 10 praises in Kadish also correspond 
to the Asarah Maamaros. As such, since there was a distinction 
between the first 2 of the Aseres HaDibros (vrucdv hpn) and the 
rest, the praises in Kadish are similarly interrupted. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not randomly select a fork from mixed cutlery on 
Shabbos and put it away in its compartment as this constitutes 
Borer for no discernible immediate use. However, one may select 
a wet fork, dry it and then put it away, as the selection was for the 
immediate use of drying. (Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchaso 3:78)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 59b) states that when Hashem complains 
about the sins of Bnei Yisroel to the Avos, only Yitzchok will 
stand in their defense, “negotiating” down an average lifespan of 
70 years, where one is not punished (in Shomayim) for the first 20 
years, and of the remaining 50, half the time (25 years) are spent 
in sleep. Of the remaining 25 years, half are spent davening, 
eating and relieving oneself, leaving 12-1/2 (potentially) for sin. 
Thus, in a 24 hour period, the equivalent breakdown says that 12 
hours are spent in sleep or rest, 6 are spent davening, eating and 
in the bathroom, leaving 6 hours for Torah study. The Gemara 
(Eruvin 65a) states that R’ Acha would “borrow” and repay 
(time). If he established a routine in which he would study a fixed 
number of Torah chapters per day, but found himself engaged in 
Parnasah and unable to complete them, he would “pay up” with 
study that night. The Mishna Berurah (238:4) cites Pri Megadim 
who explains that one cannot make it up the next day, as the next 
day brings a new Chiyuv. Based on these rules, the Ostrovtzer 
Rebbe suggests that the 14 years Yaakov spent studying in the 
yeshiva of Eiver were to “pre-pay” for all the years that he would 
spend in the employ of Lavan. Rashi notes (tuvv ouenc cfahu) 
that Yaakov did not sleep for those 14 years, studying day and 
night. The night study, consisting of 9 hours (12 minus the 3 
hours of Tefilah that Chasidim HaRishonim practice) for 14 years 
yields 5110 days and 45,990 hours. Since Yaakov said that he 
worked for Lavan “hjf kfc” – with all his strength, he was unable 
to study even the minimum of 6 hours daily. The Gemara 
(Shabbos 33b) states that oka cegh tchu means that Yaakov was 
oka (complete) in his body, finances and Torah. How did he 
become complete in Torah ? Since he “owed” for 14 years of 
labor for Leah and Rochel, plus 6 additional labor years, plus 1 
year until he arrived in oka, those 21 years multiplied by 6 hours 
a day equals the same 45,990 hours that Yaakov had prepaid.   
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Ben Tzion Grossman of Migdal HaEmek was a friend of R’ Chanoch 
Ben Arza, proprietor of a Sefarim store in the Old City of Yerushalayim. 
One day, as Rabbi Grossman was browsing through the shelves of R’ 
Chanoch’s store, he noticed several boxes of Sefarim waiting to be 
shipped to the United States, addressed to 770 Eastern Parkway, 
Brooklyn. R’ Chanoch explained to him that many years before, his 
father-in-law, R’ Eliyahu Kitov, had written the Sefer HaToda’ah but 
lacked the funds to publish it. R’ Eliyahu had already published many 
Sefarim and at a private audience with the Lubavitcher Rebbe, was 
asked if he was close to publishing more. R’ Eliyahu told the Rebbe 
about his Sefer HaToda’ah and how he needed money to publish it. The 
Rebbe offered him $20,000 to cover the cost but R’ Eliyahu refused it. 
The Rebbe then offered it as a loan, which R’ Eliyahu accepted and then 
used to publish the Sefer. On his deathbed, R’ Eliyahu asked his son-in-
law R’ Chanoch to repay the debt.  R’ Chanoch went to the Rebbe who 
refused to accept the repayment. When R’ Chanoch said that he wanted 
to fulfill his father-in-law’s Tzavaah, the Rebbe agreed to accept from R’ 
Chanoch every new Sefer to come into his store, as repayment of the 
loan. “What you see there are the latest selections, ready to be shipped”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


